UPPER SAPEY
CHURCH RESCUE and FRIENDSHIP ROOM

NEWSLETTER No. 5
PROGRESS!
Work is progressing. Once we were sure of getting enough money in
the way of grants, for the major items, we went ahead and started
repairs in February. The contractor is Mike Gammon from Presteigne;
he is doing an excellent job and work so far is on schedule.
Many thanks to David Roberts, who is working tirelessly, dealing with
the architect, the contractor, and various grant-giving bodies, juggling
different demands from different people.
Thanks to Peter Baseley from Whitbourne, who has repaired the hymn
board and is now working on the font cover. Thanks to the many
people who are storing various items from the church to keep them
clean and safe while work is going on .
Many thanks to the people in whose houses we are holding our
monthly services, and to those who continue to hold coffee mornings.
Income from these is not great but it all adds up and provides a steady
flow.
Photos on the right show progress; the bottom one, taken on 1st
May, show the ceiling of the Friendship Room in place, and studding
on the walls.
With the pews moved out of the way, the Room is
surprisingly roomy.
OTHER ITEMS WE ARE HOPING TO WORK ON, FUNDS PERMITTING:
Refurbishment of the two Ten-Commandment Boards, which were originally on the east wall each side of the
altar, moved by the Victorians to the West wall, and will finish up by the door. They sadly need cleaning and
restoring to their original condition.
Repairs to windows: the East window will have to be done; the others would benefit from attention but are not
so urgent...
DURING BUILDING WORK: Church services: next Sunday service, 12th June, 11.00 am. in Church Cottage.
We hope to have the following service, on 10th July 2016, in church. This will be the Rector’s last service in
Upper Sapey.
Weekly coffee mornings will continue in people’s houses (11.00 to 12noon as usual) when the church is closed:
there will be notices saying where each is held, thanks to John Bland.

Upper Sapey Church as it was before the Victorian
Restoration, when the tower was added and the
Norman arch moved to its present position.

(Copyright Herefordshire Libraries; image
reproduced from ‘Herefordshire Churches through
Victorian Eyes’ edited by John Leonard published by
Logaston Press 2006. ) Copies of this book can be
obtained from the Bromyard Local History Centre,
Sherford Street, Bromyard.
It also has watercolours of many other local churches, by Charles F.Walker, with notes on each church by Sir
Stephen Glynne.
Right: walkers gather outside Upper Sapey church for the start
of the ten-miles Rogation Walk on 1st May 2016. Walkers
joined and left at various stages. We were kindly supplied with
coffee at Wolferlow, and this year, because of the rain, we ate
our packed lunches inside Edvin Loach church. There was a
unanimous vote not to walk down to Tedstone Delamere church
because it meant walking back up again, and we arrived on
schedule at Whitbourne for tea and cake. Seven stout walkers
did the whole course. Many thanks to all concerned, especially
Sylvia Bland who organised the whole event, and John Bland
who supplied a taxi service.

From David Roberts, Project Manager:
CHARITIES WHICH ARE SUPPORTING US WITH MONEY OR PROMISES:
Bernard Sunley Charitable Trust; Hereford Historic Churches Trust; Listed Place of Worship (VAT
Recovery); National Churches Trust;
Edward Cadbury Charitable Trust; Wolfson Foundation;
Addenbrooke, Winnington and Nash Charitable Foundation;
AllChurches Trust; Garfield Weston;
… plus a number of private donations and those charities I am applying to or haven't heard from.
We are very grateful to these. It is amazingly uplifting when a cheque arrives on the doorstep!
All this, and overseeing the work and liaising with the D.A.C. and the architect and contractors, takes an
enormous amount of time. We are extremely lucky to have David doing it for us.
Likewise, John Bland does a lot of work, not just for Upper Sapey but for the whole of Greater
Whitbourne; we are indebted to him and Sylvia.

