
Presentation of Christ in the Temple (Candlemas) 
Sunday 2 February 2020 

 

Introduction and Call to Worship 
Today we celebrate the Presentation of Christ in the Temple, a turning point in the church year, a 
new beginning. Its other name, Candlemas, commemorates the blessing of the year’s new 
candles. As Epiphany ends and we begin the countdown to Lent, we rejoice that God makes all 
things new. 

 

Invitation to Confession 
When human justice cries out for judgement, God’s mercy responds with forgiveness. Secure in 
that hope, let us confess our wrongdoings and seek the Lord’s help to do better in future. 
 
Blinded by the world, we have closed our eyes to the joy of salvation. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Deafened by our own desires, we have not heard the cries of those in need. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
Silenced by fear of failure, we have not told others about God’s love. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading Malachi 3:1-5 
Offering Temple sacrifices while oppressing or neglecting people illustrates tarnished humanity. 
Before judging us, God will help us, sometimes painfully, to clean up our act. 

 

Second Reading Hebrews 2:14-end 
In Jesus, God shared our human life, understanding our fears and failings. Making the perfect yet 
painful sacrifice, Jesus frees us from sin and death. 

 

Gospel Luke 2:22- 40 
Jesus was ritually presented in the Temple as an ordinary human baby, but would offend many by 
transcending religious practice and reaching out to save all God’s children. 
 

HOMILY 
 “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word; for my eyes have 
seen your salvation.” (Luke 2:29-30) 
 

Illustration 
Imagine the scene. The church cleaning volunteers were taking a well-earned coffee break. 
Someone had left a local paper on a pew, so they decided to attempt the crossword. But when the 
elderly churchwardens Simon and Anne arrived, they saw puzzled frowns. 
 
“What’s the problem?” asked Simon, spotting the newspaper. 
 
“This whole corner just doesn’t work,” came a reply. 
 
Anne cast an amused eye over the crossword. “That’s your culprit,” she laughed. “Principal feast 
of Church calendar. Nine letters beginning with C, ending M something S.” The others still looked 
puzzled. “You’ve put Christmas,” she said. “It’s Candlemas.” 
 
In using the most obvious answer, the puzzlers had forgotten that Candlemas, also known as the 
Feast of the Presentation, is indeed a principal feast. Such dates are listed in the official church 



calendar in capital letters – like the answers in a crossword puzzle. 
 

Gospel Teaching 
Today’s story of the Presentation of Christ in the Temple is itself a puzzle – indeed, a veritable 
collection of puzzles! First of all, it was two ordinary people who recognised Jesus. God-fearing 
people, yes, but not priests or rabbis, nor young religious activists. Simeon’s words about 
departing in peace suggest he was elderly and we’re told that Anna certainly was. It’s especially 
puzzling, perhaps, as a woman at that time was not even allowed to testify in court, yet Anna bore 
witness about Jesus, eagerly spreading the word about this child and praising God. 
 
It’s also puzzling that God’s salvation should be recognised in a human baby – but especially one 
whose family could afford only two doves rather than the lamb a wealthier couple might have 
offered, according to the “law of the Lord”. No wonder the child’s parents were amazed. This was 
not a royal baby, nor a child born into a wealthy or influential family, nor the child of a priestly 
Jerusalem family, but from a working-class northern home in Galilee. To those who had for 
generations been longing for a messiah to restore Israel’s fortunes, this would be puzzling indeed. 
They expected a royal prince, a warrior, to send the Romans packing. The answer to this puzzle 
lies in the interpretation of that word “salvation”. It didn’t simply mean a way to make Israel great 
again! 
 
What Simeon recognised in this child was the prospect of restoring the loving relationship 
between human beings and God that had started to break down even in the Garden of Eden. 
Throughout the Old Testament, the clues had been there: some straightforward, some more 
cryptic. God promised to enter the world, come among human beings and do a better job of 
saving humanity than the religious and political leaders had. Spirit-filled Simeon was granted an 
insight into God’s unexpected way of providing the solution. 
 
By coming to the Temple as a human baby, like any other firstborn son, and growing up in a 
human family, God was laying the foundation for restoring that relationship in the ministry, 
teaching and ultimate sacrifice of Jesus. As both God and human, Jesus alone could do that – by 
dying for our sins and rising again for the redemption not just of Jerusalem, but of all humanity. 
 

Application 
There’s a further puzzle in this Gospel story, the answer to which can help us today. Even after 
joyfully acknowledging God’s salvation, Simeon warns of dark times ahead for Jesus and his 
loved ones. Human life has its heartache and pain, its anger and annoyance. We can’t hope to go 
through this life with (pardon the pun!) never a cross word. Neither did Jesus. He railed against 
religious hypocrites. He cursed a fig tree that had no fruit when he was hungry. He drove the 
moneylenders from that very Temple for making profit from religion. And he suffered pain, both 
mental and physical, betrayed and beaten. 
 
When we feel guilty about the way we’ve treated others, or even feel we’ve let God down, let’s 
remember God’s loving forgiveness, proclaimed from the cross. When we hurt, let’s still hope. 
Like an unfinished crossword, our salvation is a work in progress. We may not see all the answers 
in this life, but with God’s help we can keep trying to solve those difficult clues – until eventually 
everything falls into place. 
 

Summary 
1. As in a crossword puzzle, the most obvious answer is not always the correct one. 

 
2. God’s salvation, revealed in a human baby from a humble home, seems puzzling and not the 

expected solution. 
 

3. Yet there had been clues throughout the Old Testament that God would come among 
human beings in a different way. 



 
4. This life can be puzzling and painful but, having lived a human life just like us, in Jesus, God 

can help us with the answers. 
 

INTERCESSION 

President 
In Jesus, God was revealed as a light to the Gentiles as well as the glory of Israel. Let us 
therefore pray for all God’s people, that the light of Christ may shine throughout the world, like a 
candle in the darkness. 

 

Biddings 
As we give thanks for those who have seen and shared the joy of salvation, we pray for all who 
long to be saved from fear and doubt. 
 
As we give thanks for those who serve others in governments and international organisations, we 
pray for all who long to be saved from warfare and oppression. 
 
As we give thanks for those we love, we pray for all who long to be saved from loneliness and 
depression. 
 
As we give thanks for those who heal and comfort, we pray for all who long to be saved from their 
suffering and pain. 
 
As we give thanks for those who have departed this world in peace, we pray for all who fear death 
and for those who mourn. 

 

President 
God of our salvation, you have saved us in your Son and guide us daily with your Spirit. We thank 
you for hearing our prayers offered in the power of the Spirit and in union with Jesus Christ, our 
Lord.  
 

Introduction to the Peace 
Wherever life’s journey takes us each day, we can depart in peace, for we have seen our 
salvation in the face of Jesus Christ. The peace of the Lord… 
 

Blessing 
As Candlemas calls us to renew the light of Christ,  
may you do so with joy. 
As Christ was presented in the Temple, present  
yourselves to others as he would, 
that the glory of God may shine through all you say and do. 
And the blessing of God almighty… 


