
Naming and Circumcision of Jesus 
Wednesday 1 January 2020 
 
Introduction and Call to Worship 
On the first day of the new year our readings remind us that we are God’s children, who 
bear the name of the Father, and that we are richly blessed. So let us come together in a 
spirit of joy and gratitude, asking God to make us worthy of our name. 
 
Invitation to Confession 
Even when we are unworthy, we can ask God for mercy and forgiveness. So let us bow our 
heads as we acknowledge our wrongdoing, asking for God’s blessing. 
 
For the times when we have not been worthy of God’s blessing. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the times when we have not valued the blessings that are poured out for us through 
Christ. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
For the times when we have failed to pass our blessings to those around us, or to reflect on 
God’s merciful and forgiving nature. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Today’s Readings 

First Reading Numbers 6:22-end 
The Lord commands Moses to speak to Aaron and his sons, conveying the Lord’s blessing 
to them. In this way the Lord puts his name upon the Israelites. God’s name is blessing. 
 
Second Reading Galatians 4:4-7 
We are not slaves but have become God’s children and heirs. Because of this, God has 
sent the Spirit of the Son to us, so we can call God “Abba! Father!” 
 
Gospel Luke 2:15-21 
News of the Saviour’s birth has been given to lowly shepherds, who travel to Bethlehem to 
see for themselves. They leave, glorifying God, to spread the good news. After eight days 
Jesus is circumcised and given the name that he was given by the angel before he was 
conceived. 
 
HOMILY 
 “And he was called Jesus, the name given by the angel.” (Luke 2:21) 
 
Illustration 
In Romeo and Juliet, the “star-crossed lovers”, Romeo Montague and Juliet Capulet, are 
doomed from the outset because their families have a long-running feud and they are on 
opposite sides of the divide. One of the play’s most famous scenes takes place in an 
orchard. Romeo, who is hidden from sight, watches as Juliet appears at a window. 
Unaware that he is there listening, she declares her love for him. In an imaginary 
conversation with him, she pleads with him to “refuse thy name”. She continues, in her 
famous soliloquy: 
 



What’s in a name? That which we call a rose 
By any other name would smell as sweet; 
So Romeo would, were he not Romeo call’d, 
Retain that dear perfection… 
Without that title. Romeo, doff thy name, 
… which is no part of thee. 

 
Gospel Teaching 
There is power in a name. Names in biblical times carried more significance than they do 
nowadays. A name itself may be considered a prayer, which can impart a blessing on the 
named person. Many Hebrew names contain references to God, for example, such as the 
name Elijah, which is made up of El, meaning God, and Jah, a reference to Yahweh. 
 
There is creative power in a name. In Exodus, standing before the burning bush, Moses 
asked God’s name so he could tell the Israelites who had sent him to them. The Lord 
replied, “I am who I am.” This may be translated as “I create what I create.” God’s creative 
power is sometimes expressed by renaming someone, as a form of blessing. Think of 
Abram and Sarai, for example, whose names were changed by God to Abraham and 
Sarah, and of Peter, whom Jesus renamed from Simon Peter. 
 
There is expressive power in a name. In today’s Gospel reading, Jesus is given his name in 
a ceremony although, as we know, his name was given to him by God before his 
conception. The name Jesus is a Latinised version of the Greek Iesous, which in turn refers 
to the Aramaic Yeshu’a, a short version of Yehoshu’a (Joshua). It means “God saves” or 
“the Lord is salvation”. Thus Jesus’ nature and mission are expressed in his name.  
 
Application 
In Shakespeare’s play, Juliet expresses the idea that a name is merely an artificial and 
meaningless convention. She may be right in some ways, and her idea is certainly more 
aligned with our secular concept of what a name represents than with ancient Jewish 
tradition. Rather than seeing a name as a blessing from God, parents-to-be generally 
choose a baby’s name based on taste or fashion, or possibly name their baby after a 
celebrity. 
 
Even so, there is power in a name, something that goes deeper than cultural convention or 
what’s on trend. What we call one another reflects our relationship with them, for example – 
do we call someone the rather formal “Mr Simpson”, or use his more familiar first name, 
“Homer”? What we call someone is the outward manifestation of how we feel about them. 
Through a name we can empower and show respect for someone, or belittle and denigrate 
them. So often we see nicknames being used in the media to put a public figure in his or 
her place. This isn’t the place to debate the rights and wrongs of the media, but it is worth 
reminding ourselves that we are all God’s children, who bear the name of the Father. So 
often we live by division, as the Capulets and Montagues did with tragic consequences.  
 
So on this first day of a new year let’s commit to making a fresh start – to living as children 
of the Father, worthy of God’s name and blessing. Let’s commit to passing on this blessing 
to one another and all creation, by showing respect and honour. Let’s extend this blessing 
to those in our intimate circle, those we know but not so well, and those in public life. And 
let’s acknowledge the greater truth that lies beneath this – that we are named by God as 
God’s children.  



 
Summary 
1. Romeo and Juliet were divided by their names. She pleaded with him to renounce his 

name so they could be together.  
 

2. There is power in a name, particularly in the ancient Jewish tradition. 
 

3. Names are important. They should be a blessing and an empowerment. 
 

4. On this first day of a new year let us commit to living out our names as children of the 
Father and to passing on this blessing to one another and all creation.  

 
INTERCESSION 

President 
Rejoicing in the blessings bestowed upon us, and rejoicing as sons and daughters of God, 
we bow our heads in prayer.  
 
Biddings 
We pray for the Church and for our world leaders, that their leadership may be guided by 
the wisdom of the Holy Spirit. 
 
We pray for those who suffer because of name-calling. May they escape the destructive 
power of persecution and flourish in God’s name. 
 
We pray for those who experienced pain or grief in 2019. May they find comfort and 
fulfilment in the coming year.  
 
We pray for ourselves, that we may go forward refreshed and revived in faith, and may live 
out our full God-given potential in 2020 and beyond. 
 
President 
We thank you, Lord, for hearing our prayers, and we ask you to bless us and guide us in 
being a blessing to one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus, whose name brings 
salvation. 
 
Introduction to the Peace 
We turn to our brothers and sisters in Christ to pass on the blessings that have been 
poured out on us. The peace of the Lord… 
 
Blessing 
May you, like Mary, treasure God’s words  
and ponder them in your hearts. 
May you, like the shepherds,  
glorify and praise God. 
And the blessing of God almighty… 


