
Christmas Day 
Wednesday 25 December 2019 
 
Introduction and Call to Worship 
Today we remember that God’s only Son came to dwell on earth as a vulnerable 
baby who, when he became a man, would experience not only the joy of being 
human but all the trials and pains that we know. 
 
Invitation to Confession 
As fully human, Jesus understands our failings and weaknesses. As fully divine, 
Jesus forgives us unconditionally when we confess. So let us confess our sins, 
trusting in God’s unfailing mercy. 
 
When we get our Christmas priorities back to front, focusing on the glitter and glitz 
rather than on what’s real and what matters. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
When we send insincere Christmas greetings to people we neglect for the rest of the 
year. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
When we fail to follow God’s example of generosity at this time of giving. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Today’s Readings` 

First Reading Isaiah 52:7-10 
Isaiah’s prophecy offers tidings of comfort and joy to all God’s people, a foretelling of 
Christ’s birth. God will defeat the Babylonian oppressors, restore the ruined 
Jerusalem and bring the people back from exile.  
 
Second Reading Hebrews 1:1-4 [5-12] 
The writer explains that Christ is the reflection of God's glory and the exact imprint of 
God's being. He was involved in creation and sustains all things. After purifying our 
sins he sat down at God’s right hand, superior even to angels. 
 
Gospel John 1:1-14 
John sets out the main themes of his book in this prologue and introduces us to the 
idea of Jesus as the Word, an intrinsic part of all creation.  
 
HOMILY 
 “The world did not know him… and his own people did not accept him” (John 1:10-
11) 
 
Illustration 
Nearly twenty years on, the people of Gander in Newfoundland say they don’t know 
what all the fuss is about, but they’re famous for welcoming strangers. As the closest 
point between Europe and the USA, Gander’s airport is used as an emergency 
landing spot for flights travelling between the two continents. On 11 September 
2001, when the world was rocked by the terror attacks in New York and Washington, 
thirty-eight planes were forced to land there. At first the planes and passengers were 



forced to sit for hours on the tarmac. During this time news began to spread in the 
local community and the townspeople started to prepare to welcome their 
unexpected guests. Volunteers put up makeshift shelters in schools, gyms, 
community centres and churches. Residents began cooking and the local ice rink 
was transformed into a huge refrigerator. Some of the passengers needed medicine, 
so the town’s pharmacists worked around the clock to meet their needs. For security 
reasons passengers weren’t allowed to keep hold baggage with them, so donations 
of toiletries, clothes, toys, towels, toothbrushes, pillows, blankets and bedding piled 
up. As one resident said, “We did not know how we would be affected. We just knew 
that we had to make room for them and take care of them. They were here, and they 
needed our help.” 
 
Gospel Teaching 
Today’s reading from John’s Gospel is so familiar that its deep significance may be 
lost on us. So let’s look at two verses in a bit more depth: “He was in the world, and 
the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to 
what was his own, and his own people did not accept him.” 
 
At that first Christmas, the Word became flesh and lived among us, full of grace and 
truth. This is the essence of what we celebrate today. There is sadness in this too, 
however, because the Son of God’s own people did not accept him. Indeed, it is the 
great tragedy of history that Jesus was not accepted or recognised. An intrinsic part 
of the Christmas story is the story of humankind failing to welcome Christ.  
 
Yet there is also cause here for joy. Because the Christmas story tells us how Christ 
was welcomed, albeit not in the way that might be fitting for the Son of God. Despite 
the difficulties associated with his conception and birth, Mary and Joseph welcomed 
their son into a loving home. Despite being full to capacity, the innkeeper made time 
and found room in the stable for the Holy Family. Next the shepherds – men with 
humble jobs and lowly status – came from the fields to welcome Christ. They, too, 
welcomed Jesus in their own way. 
 
Application 
Each in their own way, at different points in history, Mary and Joseph, the 
shepherds, the innkeeper in Bethlehem and the people of Gander all showed that 
they could be flexible, drop what they were doing, change their plans and be 
obedient to God’s will. Yet ironically, as we celebrate such a disruptive, history-
altering event as the birth of the Son of God, many of us have very fixed ideas about 
what Christmas is and how it should be celebrated. Perhaps we think we couldn’t 
possibly do without the sprouts and stuffing for lunch, while our routine for the day 
may be set in stone – possibly revolving around what’s on television.  
 
There’s nothing wrong with having a plan for the day – but what if something 
unexpected and wonderful were to happen? Would we recognise it and be able to 
adapt, even if it meant that we had to forget about lunch or the television schedule?  
 
So many small wonders are passed by daily because we are rigid in our outlook and 
expectations. Are we ready to drop everything to welcome and worship the Son of 
God? 
 



Summary 
1. The people of a small Canadian town are famous for having welcomed plane 

passengers when they were grounded shortly after the 9/11 terror attacks. 
 

2. John’s Gospel tells us that Christ wasn’t recognised or welcomed at his birth. 
 

3. Mary and Joseph, the innkeeper and the shepherds are examples of people 
who welcomed him. 
 

4. Are we ready to drop everything to welcome and worship the Son of God? 
 

President 
Jesus knows what it is like to be human, to feel unwelcome in this world. So let us 
seek him out in prayer and welcome him into our lives. 
 
Biddings 
We pray that we may not forget the true meaning of Christmas amid the sparkle of 
the season.  
 
We pray for those who find Christmas a difficult time – for those who are lonely, 
bereaved or suffering. May they find comfort in Christ, who through his life on earth 
knows just what it is like to feel alone and to suffer. 
 
We pray for those who feel unwelcome in the world. As they encounter the 
Christmas story this year, may it speak to them afresh of Christ’s love and may they 
come to understand that God truly understands. 
 
President 
We thank you, Father, that you sent your Son to earth to break down the barriers 
between yourself and humanity, making it possible for us to approach you with 
confidence in prayer.  
 
Introduction to the Peace 
In recognition of our shared humanity, let us come together this Christmas time and 
share the peace. The peace of the Lord… 
 
Blessing 
This Christmas time may we know the truth of Christ with us, Immanuel.  
May we welcome Jesus and one another in the true spirit of Christmas. 
And may this spirit stay with us now and for ever.  
And the blessing of God almighty… 


