
Second Sunday of Christmas 
Sunday 5 January 2020 
 
Introduction and Call to Worship 
We are encouraged to celebrate with joy the immensity of God’s love for us and our 
communities, made known to us through Christ’s coming. That love will hold us 
close, whatever this year brings. 
 
Invitation to Confession 
 “What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.”  
Let us remember ourselves, our communities and our nations, as we struggle to truly 
reflect Christ’s light. 
 
In the midst of all that life throws at us, we fail to remember that we are God’s 
children to whom God offers light and love. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Within our communities people are struggling, and we struggle to answer their 
needs. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
Our nations remain divided. As people fight, others are trampled and we struggle to 
let God’s light and love bring comfort and healing. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Today’s Readings 

First Reading Jeremiah 31:7-14 
Jeremiah tells the exiled people of Israel that God loves them with an everlasting 
love and will turn their despair and sorrow into joy. 
 
Or Ecclesiasticus 24:1-12 
Wisdom, looking for a place to live, is told by God to rest in Jerusalem. 
 
Second Reading Ephesians 1:3-14 
Every spiritual blessing we have – adoption as God’s children, redemption, the 
promise of salvation – all come to us through Jesus Christ. 
 
Gospel John 1:[1-9] 10-18 
Christ, the Word that is God, in existence before all time, becomes flesh to live 
among us and bring us grace and truth. 
 
HOMILY 
 “From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.” (John 1:16) 
  
Illustration 
After the genocide in Rwanda there were – and still are – many orphans. One 
adopter, a Rwandan pastor, has spoken of how he adopted six children in addition to 
his own two. He has said how difficult he found it to give each child enough time: 
“When I come home, if I speak with each for five minutes, asking about their day, 
that is forty minutes gone. Yet each has had only five minutes.” 



 
Receiving love from our parents – or not – often hugely affects what we feel about 
ourselves. A sense of a lack of love from our parents, or difficult relationships with 
them, may cause deep wounds that live on into our old age. Affected children may 
as adults have lower self-esteem than those who have been brought up with a strong 
relationship with their parents. For people who have been adopted, however, much 
as they may understand why their mother might not have been able to bring them 
up, it may still feel like a painful rejection. Yet our parents are human and the love we 
receive as children is limited practically by time and energy and by the love, or lack 
of it, that our parents themselves received.  
 
Gospel Teaching 
Today’s readings describe the overwhelming love of God for us. In Jeremiah’s time, 
the people of Israel had been living in exile in Babylon after they broke their 
covenant with God, serving false gods. Their exile is a living metaphor for their 
separation from God. Just before our reading, Jeremiah tells the people that God 
has “loved them with an everlasting love” and will bring them back from exile. 
Prophesying in a country accustomed to the desiccating effect of the heat of the sun, 
Jeremiah describes how their life “shall become like a watered garden”. Imagine for 
a moment being a plant in parched soil. Feel the relief as raindrops fall onto your 
leaves and trickle down to your roots. No wonder Jeremiah speaks of how this 
rediscovery of God’s love will bring much joy and dancing. St Paul in his letter to the 
Ephesians and John in today’s Gospel describe how close our relationship with God 
is to be: thanks to the coming of Christ, we are adopted as the very children of God. 
We are children of God, an adoption that we do not earn, but which is a gift that 
comes through Christ’s grace for us, just as we are.  
 
We are so familiar with the term “children of God” that it is easy to miss the 
immensity of what we are being offered. This is no offering of love with human 
limitations but an offering of God’s love of unlimited depth and abundance. Paul says 
we are offered redemption and forgiveness “according to the riches of his grace” – 
grace that Christ “lavished” on us. In the Gospel reading, John describes how it is 
Christ, the Word, who was in the very beginning with God, who “from his fullness” 
gives us “grace upon grace”. 
 
Application 
Christmas can end abruptly. The celebrations are over and the decorations have 
been taken down. We may feel as though we are in exile, separated from God, with 
God’s love distant. Today’s readings illuminate how the coming of Christ continues 
transforming our lives. Because of Christ’s coming we are able to be children of God. 
We need to allow ourselves to feel the love of God falling like gentle water into our 
lives, nourishing our roots, allowing new shoots to grow and flowers and fruit to 
flourish; to allow ourselves, as Jeremiah describes so beautifully, to walk alongside 
the “brooks of water”, to feel God’s comfort in our sorrows, so that once again we are 
able to dance for joy. We need to know that God is our parent with unquenchable 
love for each of us, cherishing us, forgiving us, longing to bring us to new life. This 
love we receive as children of God is the source of our strength to go out into the 
world and cherish all who, like ourselves, may be struggling, or feel exiled, in a world 
that so often has other priorities and false gods. This is the essence of life – the love 
of God for each of us and our love for one another. 



 
Summary 

1. The illustration of a Rwandan pastor who struggled to give enough time to 
each of his children.  
 

2. Our relationship with our parents may dictate how we feel about ourselves. 
 

3. God loves us with an everlasting love; through Christ we are adopted as 
God’s children, as we are, through grace. 
 

4. We may feel that Christmas is over, yet it is just the start of our new life as 
God’s children.  
 

5. Knowing we are cherished by God, we are able to cherish others. 
 

INTERCESSION 

President 
As Jeremiah brought words of comfort and hope to the exiled people of Israel, let us 
pray to know God’s abundant love deeply, and for it to be known in our communities 
and the world. 
 
Biddings 
We pray that we may be strengthened by God’s overwhelming love for us, and 
delight in being children of God. 
 
We pray for all those who are away from their home. May the people among whom 
they find themselves show them God’s loving care. 
 
We pray for all those who, though at home, feel alone. We pray they may be led by 
brooks of water and find comfort. 
 
We pray for any of our loved ones who are struggling. We pray that they may know 
God’s love as a watered garden knows the rain. 
 
President 
God, our loving parent, accept these prayers as you accept us, just as we are. We 
ask this through Jesus Christ, through whom we receive “grace in place of grace 
already given”. 
 
Introduction to the Peace 
As children of the family of God gathered together, may your love, so freely given, 
bring peace among us and our world. The peace of the Lord… 
 
Blessing 
As the children of God, receiving freely God’s bountiful love, 
may we go out in the strength of God’s love, 
to bring joy where there is dismay,  
comfort where there is sorrow. 
Where hope has dried up, may we bring new life. 
And the blessing of God almighty… 


