
Baptism of Christ 
Sunday 12 January 2020 
 
Introduction and Call to Worship 
As we join together in worship, let us remember the gifts and opportunities we have 
been given and remind ourselves of God’s love and generosity. 
 
Invitation to Confession 
God knows all our sins, what we have done and when we have not done what we 
should. Let us humbly confess these things and ask for forgiveness. 
 
For when we make excuses and blame circumstances and others for our 
disobedience and sin. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For when we have failed to use our gifts and maximise our opportunities. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
For when we have deliberately and selfishly done things for our convenience alone. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Today’s Readings 

First Reading Isaiah 42:1-9 
The prophet’s vision of the Messiah, who will bring forth justice to the nations. 
 
Second Reading Acts 10:34-43 
Peter’s sermon to the Gentiles is the Christian story from the preaching of John the 
Baptist to the resurrection and humankind’s eventual judgement. Peter emphasises 
that God has no favourites. 
 
Gospel Matthew 3:13-end 
Jesus is baptised at the beginning of his ministry, is publicly endorsed by God and 
receives the Holy Spirit. 
 
HOMILY 
 “And a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well 
pleased’.” (Matthew 3:17) 
 
Illustration 
Making a grand entrance has become an art form, whether on stage, on court, or 
into a boxing ring, concert hall or any sort of sporting or showbiz arena. The music 
stops, the crowd is hushed, the drums roll and the floodlights focus. There may be a 
special door, or a tunnel from which, on cue, the special person emerges. The 
announcer’s voice is softly urgent: “And now, ladies and gentlemen, the moment has 
arrived. Will you please welcome the winner of this, the winner of that, the holder of 
this title, the recipient of this award and the current champion of the world!” And then 
the applause and acclaim break out. Or something like that. We can only imagine 
how a professional announcer would handle the baptism of Jesus, with all its 
attendant drama – the man emerging from the river, John the Baptist by his side, the 
heavens opening, the dove descending and the voice from above disclosing publicly 



the identity of the man making his “grand entrance”. What a dramatic setting for the 
most momentous baptism in human history. 
 
Gospel Teaching 
Why, though, did Jesus need to be baptised? Why was it necessary for the Son of 
God, by definition without sin, to be cleansed of sin? In fact, John the Baptist asked 
this very question and Jesus replied that it was to accomplish God’s righteous 
purpose. Jesus would not set himself apart from ordinary people. He had come from 
heaven to share human life to the full – not to be “parachuted in” as a heavenly being 
in human disguise. He was real flesh and blood and now, at the age of thirty, part of 
a large crowd at the River Jordan preparing for baptism. The baptismal event, 
literally being plunged into water, the voice from heaven and the coming down of the 
Holy Spirit signified the beginning of Jesus’ ministry on earth. God was endorsing his 
Son, giving him power through the Holy Spirit and saying, in effect, “Now get on with 
it.” 
 
Because, apart from the teaching and miracles that God had empowered Jesus to 
carry out, there was another reason for his baptism. This becomes clear in St Luke’s 
Gospel, when there is a reference to another baptism, one yet to be undergone. “I 
have a baptism”, Jesus said, “with which to be baptised and what stress I am under 
until it is completed!” (Luke 12:50). St Mark records that when James and John 
approached Jesus to ask for the top jobs in the kingdom, Jesus asked if they were 
able to face his forthcoming ordeal. “Are you able… to be baptised with the baptism 
that I am baptised with?” (Mark 10:38). 
 
The baptism that Jesus steeled himself to face was to be the test of his resolve, the 
test of his loyalty to God’s will, the test of his readiness to die. He was no robot pre 
programmed by God, going through a routine of actions already determined. God 
had left Jesus free to make choices. When Jesus stepped out of the River Jordan, 
he set out on a road that would lead inevitably to the cross and to the dramatic end 
of his mission on earth. 
 
Application 
For Jesus, baptism meant the preparation for his supreme sacrifice for sinners. What 
baptism means for us is supremely defined by St Paul in his letter to the Romans:  
 

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptised into Christ Jesus were 
baptised into his death… so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by 
the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 

 
That “newness of life” is not simply the eternal life promised to us after we die. It is 
life for us, as baptised Christians, right now. We may falter, we may fail, but our 
baptism is never in vain. God may not always be as “well pleased” with us as he was 
with Jesus at his baptism, but God is forgiving and patient. As portrayed in that 
famous Light of the World painting by William Holman Hunt, Christ keeps knocking 
on the door for us to let him in, because the handle is on our side, not his. 
 
Summary 

1. Jesus needed to be baptised to identify himself fully with his fellow human 
beings, then and now.  



 
2. The baptism, together with God’s endorsement and the empowerment of the 

Holy Spirit, signified the beginning of Jesus’ ministry on earth. 
 

3. Jesus’ baptism also signified the suffering he was due to undergo to fulfil his 
sacrificial mission for the sins of humanity. 

 
4. Baptism for us means newness of life right now, not eternal life after we die. 

 
INTERCESSION 

President 
Let us pray for the Church and the world, for the new life offered by God and for all 
people according to their needs. 
 
Biddings 
We pray for the world and its leaders, that they may resolve the bitter disagreements 
that divide races and nations. 
 
We pray for ourselves, that we may truly engage with newness of life and resolve 
more often to discern and carry out God’s will. 
 
We pray for all who are ill or in distress of any kind, whether at home or in hospital, 
and for those who care for them. 
 
We pray that rest be granted to all those who have gone before us, and who have 
died in the faith of Christ. 
 
President 
Lord, hear all these our prayers. May we know that, however often we have faltered 
or failed, you are our heavenly Father who will never let us go. 
 
Introduction to the Peace 
We are united in Christ and pray that we remain together in peace, friendship and 
love. The peace of the Lord…  
 
Blessing 
May you be thankful for the gifts and opportunities  
given to you by God’s grace. 
May you have a new resolve to use these gifts  
for humankind and for the furtherance of God’s kingdom. 
And the blessing of God almighty…  


