
Third Sunday of Advent  
Sunday 15 December 2020 

 
Introduction and Call to Worship 
The long wait for God’s renewal of creation will be over when everything and everyone 
experiences new possibility – so come, let us join with all life to worship God. 
 
Invitation to Confession 
God longs to rescue and restore us in our mess and brokenness, so let us be bold and 
ask. 
 
When we try to save ourselves, forgetting about God’s saving grace. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
When we blame others, instead of taking responsibility for our own mess. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
When we give up, because hope is so hard to hang on to. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Today’s Readings 

First Reading Isaiah 35:1-10 
It is in the landscape and the bodies of the overlooked people that God’s redemption will 
be seen. 
 
Second Reading James 5:7-10 
James calls for people who long for the change that God’s coming kingdom will bring to 
be patient, like farmers who must wait for the crop to grow. 
 
Gospel Matthew 11:2-11 
John the Baptist has to be patient as he waits in prison for God’s kingdom and Jesus 
tells him it will be just as Isaiah has said – seen in the bodies, the lives, of those 
considered least. 
 
HOMILY 
 “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” (Matthew 11:3) 
 
Illustration 
When you travel a long distance in a car with children, there’s almost always the 
question at some point in the journey: “Are we nearly there yet?” Children are rightly 
impatient with being told to wait a bit longer – their wisdom demands that something 
happen very soon. The journey through the days of Advent can feel like that, and it’s no 
wonder that many communities and groups begin to celebrate the Christmas season 
early. The wait just seems so long. So it is with people who care about change, about 
justice, about climate change or about many social justice issues – the wait for change 



can seem so long that there’s a temptation to either give up or do something drastic to 
force change. 
 
Gospel Teaching 
To understand Jesus’ words today we have to look back to the prophet Isaiah from the 
eighth century BC. When Isaiah spoke his words of prophecy from God to the people in 
captivity, they too must have felt that they either had to free themselves or just give up 
and accept their fate as prisoners of empire. God’s words through the prophet are that 
God is deeply involved in their situation and has not abandoned them to their fate, but is 
doing a surprising thing. Those who think they have been abandoned by God will be the 
ones out front leading the dancing and singing in God’s new creation. The landscape 
will be renewed, too, so that even the driest, most lifeless places will be filled with 
flowers. It’s a whole lot of newness! 
 
So it is that when John the Baptist, imprisoned for challenging those in power, asks 
Jesus, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” Jesus gives him 
the answer he has been longing to hear – that Isaiah’s words are true again. Those who 
count for the least in society are the very ones who will show that God is fully involved, 
and is once again bringing the kingdom of justice and joy into being, right in the midst of 
today. As we read in Matthew’s Gospel, “the poor have good news brought to them”.  
 
In both cases – Isaiah’s captive people and the captive people of Jesus’ day – the 
kingdom of God is not seen in armies or weapons, great processions or fine robes, but 
in the “upside down” world of justice and joy, when nobodies dance, when the desert 
blossoms, when people who were considered weak and feeble find God’s strength to 
get up and sing, and leap for delight. That sort of overturning is what God is about, not 
some half-hearted fix so that injustice remains as the underlying condition of the world, 
or so that nature is still despoiled by greed. This God is about bigger things, a more 
radical transformation than we can even begin to grasp, and we will be astonished. 
 
Application 
Just like children who ask the question: “Are we nearly there yet?”, we long for God’s 
kingdom, but in the longing we can miss what is happening round about us. God isn’t 
“long ago and far away”, nor is God “pie in the sky when we die”. God is here and now, 
in this world, this nature, this place, this people. Jesus tells John the Baptist’s disciples, 
“Go and tell John what you hear and see” because it was happening already, so we too 
need to look, and in the unlikely places. The kingdom comes in that same upside down 
way among the very people that no one listens to and in places that no one would think 
are important – in a manger, a carpenter’s shop, among the crucified. It comes in 
neighbourliness, in the hard work and long hours of the midwife and the gardener, in the 
people who plant saplings in a dry and dusty place with hope, in the volunteers who 
provide food and a bed for someone with no home, in those who listen attentively to the 
griefs and pain of others, and all the time the God of Isaiah and Jesus calls for dancing, 
singing and joy, so that there is transformation into a kingdom of justice and joy. We 
can’t do it by ourselves and God doesn’t ask us to. 
 



Summary 
1. Waiting is hard for children and, if we’re honest, for most of us, and Advent is a 

season of waiting. 
2. Waiting for God’s kingdom to come in all its fullness is hard, and Isaiah knew it 

too, as did James, the writer of the epistle. 
3. God’s involvement in transformation is total and God does not abandon either 

people or creation. 
4. Our task is to point to the godly transformation that happens in our midst and is 

the work of mostly unseen people. 
 
INTERCESSION 

President 
God is listening and wants us to listen too, so let us pray. 
 
Biddings 
In silence, let us listen for God’s heartbeat in our midst, warming and transforming our 
world. 
 
Let us bring our joys to God, rejoicing in the coming of God’s kingdom. 
 
Let us bring our griefs to God, and those of creation, humanity and our own community. 
 
Let us ask for bigger hearts, eyes that are open and hands to celebrate the kingdom of 
God. 
 
President 
God of justice and joy, we long for your kingdom. Help us not to give up on you or on it 
but to sing and dance your kingdom into the midst of this world, this community. We ask 
this in Jesus’ name.  
 
Introduction to the Peace 
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom, so 
be strong, do not fear. The peace of the Lord…  
 
Blessing 
May the God of Isaiah and Jesus strengthen you,  
make you hopeful,  
and give you courage to dance and sing of the kingdom. 
And the blessing of God almighty... 


