
First Sunday of Advent  
Sunday 1 December 2019 
 
Introduction and Call to Worship 
As we celebrate the beginning of a new church year and look forward to Christmas, 
we meet to worship the risen Christ, who comes today in word and sacrament. 
 
Invitation to Confession 
As we prepare to meet Jesus, let us turn away from the darkness of sin and seek his 
forgiveness and light. 
 
When we fail to care for God’s creation or to honour all people as precious in God’s 
sight. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
When we fail to live honourably or succumb to quarrelling or jealousy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
When we fail to keep awake and alert to God’s presence. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Today’s Readings 

First Reading Isaiah 2:1-5 
The prophet foretells that many nations will turn to God for instruction and 
judgement, and that they will all then live in peace. 
 
Second Reading Romans 13:11-end 
We are to wake up and live honourably in the strength of Christ as salvation is 
nearer than it has ever been. 
 
Gospel Matthew 24:36-44 
We do not know when the Son of Man will come, so we must be ready and alert at 
all times. 
 
HOMILY 
 “Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected 
hour.” (Matthew 24.44) 
 
Illustration 
Today, children all around the world will open the first window on their Advent 
calendar. These days they are more likely to find a chocolate than a picture from the 
nativity story, but along with all the other Christmas preparations taking place this 
month, it contributes to a sense of expectation. This will peak on Christmas Eve, 
when many children will try to stay awake long enough to hear sleigh bells and 
reindeer hooves on the roof, sounds that they believe will herald the arrival of Father 
Christmas bringing presents. But, of course, they don’t know what time Santa will 
come, and they won’t manage to stay awake long enough! 
 
 
 



Gospel Teaching 
In today’s readings there is also a sense of expectation. Paul writes to the Romans 
urging them to “wake from sleep”, because “salvation is nearer to us now than when 
we became believers”, and in the Gospel reading Jesus urges the disciples to stay 
awake because “the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour”. Earlier in the 
chapter, Jesus tells the disciples that wars, international conflict, famines and 
earthquakes will herald the coming of the Son of Man. 
 
For those who first heard Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus’ words would have had particular 
resonance, as the political situation under Roman occupation had been getting 
worse and the Temple had been destroyed. They must have wondered if this meant 
that Jesus’ return was imminent. They were probably expecting him to come to save 
them by bringing God’s judgement on Rome and other nations and establishing the 
kingdom of God in their place. And they were expecting it to happen very soon. They 
may even have been worried that it ought to have happened by now, so it must have 
been reassuring in some ways to hear Jesus telling his disciples that no one knows 
exactly when this will happen. Reassuring, but also challenging, because Jesus also 
tells them that they must keep awake and be ready, even as they continue with their 
everyday activities. 
 
Application 
Two thousand years later, we are still waiting for Jesus to come again and we still 
don’t know when or how it will be. Some Christians think there will be a dramatic and 
apocalyptic return of Christ within the next fifty years. This belief is often linked to a 
view that there is no point in working to save the planet or prevent injustice, as 
everything is going to come to a violent end anyway. But this does not match with 
Paul’s expectation that Jesus would come again to bring salvation from oppression, 
or with Jesus’ ministry to the marginalised that we see in the Gospels.  
 
Other Christians are at the opposite extreme, doubting that Jesus will make a 
physical return at all. They argue that it is hard to imagine what it could be like, or 
how modern people would respond, but they point out that the return of Jesus has 
already been experienced by many Christians, who have encountered the reality of 
the Spirit of the risen Christ.  
 
Most Christians, if they ever really think about it at all, probably stand somewhere 
between the two. But, however you understand the doctrine of the second coming, 
this is what the season of Advent is all about. As we prepare for Christmas and wait 
for Jesus’ second coming, we can and will experience the living presence of God in 
Jesus. 
 
Every week, when we say the creed, we affirm that Christ will come again. He comes 
today in the bread and wine of the Eucharist, and in just over three weeks’ time he 
will come as the baby in the manger – if you are alert enough to notice. Christ will 
come again and again. In different ways for different people – through scripture and 
sacrament, through music and silence, through prayer and service to others, in 
church and in our everyday lives. In many places and many ways Christ comes 
again every day. And, as we wait for his final return, it is through his coming again, 
and again, and again, and our response to that coming, that his kingdom will 



continue to be established. But we must stay awake, we must pay attention or we 
may fail to notice. 
 
Summary 

1. Advent calendars increase children’s sense of expectation and they often try 
but fail to stay awake on Christmas Eve to see when Father Christmas will 
come. 

 
2. The early Christians expected Jesus to return soon, but Jesus said that no one 

knows when that will be and therefore we must keep awake and alert. 
 
3. We are still waiting for Jesus to return and we don’t know when or how it will be. 

Christians differ in their understanding of the second coming. 
 
4. While we wait we can experience Jesus coming again in many ways, both in 

our everyday lives and in church. 
 
INTERCESSION 

President 
Let us pray to the Lord who is always awake and always listens to our concerns. 
 
Biddings 
We pray for the nations of the world and for everywhere currently experiencing 
conflict, asking that all may know peace. 
 
We pray for the Church, that we may await Christ’s coming with excitement and 
expectation, alert to God’s presence with us and to the needs of others. 
 
We pray for those who expect Christmas to bring unhappy memories or unmeetable 
expectations, asking that they will find comfort and joy. 
 
We pray for those who experience Christmas as a secular celebration, that they may 
hear the good news of Christ’s coming and know God’s love for them. 
 
President 
Heavenly Father, we thank you that you are always ready to hear our prayers. Help 
us always to be aware of the needs of others and to look constantly for the coming of 
your kingdom. 
 
Introduction to the Peace 
 “Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.” 
The peace of the Lord… 
 
Blessing 
May you be alert to God’s presence,  
as we prepare once again for the coming of the infant Jesus and the risen Christ  
this Advent and for ever more. 
And the blessing of God almighty… 


