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• Pick up shopping and medication
• Post your letters or parcels
• Help to top up gas and electricity
• Call you for a friendly chat
If you need help, contact Sue Bayliss
or Noelle Wilson on 01886 822236

Useful Telephone Numbers
(all numbers 01886 except where stated)
Knightwick Surgery 821279
Great Witley Surgery 01299 896788
Nunwell Surgery 01885 483412

22-34

Saltmarshe & District Hall 853512
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Upper Sapey Village Hall 853512
Whitbourne Village Hall bookings
(email whitbournevhall@gmail.com)

The Magazine is published by the Parochial
Church Council (PCC) for the communities of
Edvin Loach, Tedstone Delamere, Tedstone
Wafre, Upper Sapey, Whitbourne and
Wolferlow. Eleven issues are delivered free to
every household each year (joint January February New Year issue is published midlate January). It is financed from advertising
income with any profits gifted to the Church.
It is managed by a group of volunteers who
deal with editorial matters, billing and
distribution. If you want to get involved,
please contact the Editor.
Contributions are most welcome and can be
emailed to the editor at:
parish.magazine@yahoo.co.uk Anonymity
will be considered on request, but not
provided automatically. The views expressed
by contributors to the Magazine are their own
and do not represent the position of the PCC
or any other body. The last day for
submissions is the 10th of the month.
Please email the above address for prices and
other queries for advertisements.
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A group of local residents is offering
help with shopping and some
essentials if you are unable to leave
your home during Covid 19. They can:

Clifton-upon-Teme Village Hall 812464
Bromyard Town Council 01885 482825
Herefordshire Council 01432 260000
Worcestershire Council 01905 763763
Whitbourne Village Shop 821867
Clifton Upon Teme Village Stores
812303
The Live Inn (Whitbourne) 822276
Live and Let Live (Bringsty) 821462
Clifton-Upon-Teme Primary School
812258
Police – West Mercia 0300 3333000
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This Month…
Dear Friends,
A fresh start, a new beginning. Spring is here, Covid is
being defeated, but most important for Christians is the
resurrection of Jesus. This was God’s promise to us, that
we would be inheritors of life everlasting.
At Easter, on 4th April this year, we celebrate again the day
that Jesus was seen to be alive again. He was first seen
after his resurrection by a WOMAN – in those days the
most unlikely recipient of a starring role. At the time, no one trying to invent a
credible story to persuade others would have given that role to a woman. Which
helps make it all the more believable. The story has come to us through 2000
years because it is so reassuring and amazing that God wants us to know that
after our earthly life has been completed we will find ourselves in a place of
wonder.
To mark Easter, the parish ministry team have put together some short poems and
other readings in the centre spread of this issue of the magazine.
Now to some earthly matters. We have a huge thank you to say to our retiring
editor Mark Powell. Thank you, Mark, for all the hard work and late nights, the
emails and phone calls for late copy to be sent in and the tireless energy you have
put into the magazine. You have made a difference to the community of Greater
Whitbourne by your efforts and hard work.
What happens next? Well, this edition sees the beginning of the work of Paul
Durrant as Editor. Paul and his wife have not long moved to Whitbourne but
unfortunately Lockdown has meant they haven’t had much of an opportunity to
meet us. Hopefully that will all change soon but in the meantime I will just say
welcome and thank you for being in the right place at the right time to take over
the editorial of the magazine. Our gratitude to you for offering your services. We
wish you well, and will support you all we can.
Another piece of good news to share is that Brenda Allan, who recently moved
from Gaines Lodge, Whitbourne, has been recommended by the Bishop of
Hereford as the recipient of ‘Maundy Money’. This is in recognition of “Exemplary
Christian service to the community”. The Queen would normally distribute the
ceremonial coins to those called forward, at a Cathedral somewhere in Britain.
April 2021
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Sadly this year because of the pandemic the money will be sent from the Palace to
Brenda. We are so pleased that Brenda’s dedication has been recognised and that
she has been awarded this honour. Well done Brenda - well deserved.
I said at the beginning “A fresh start, a
new beginning”. I hope that this will be
the beginning of a new post pandemic
time of joy and well-being for all. Keep
safe, and don’t let us slip backward but
move forwards to new pastures together.
Much love,
Royal Maundy Money

Dawn

THANK YOU, EDITOR MARK
While Mark was Editor, the Magazine got smaller (A4 to A5) and then much larger
(200 copies to 670), distributed free to every household in the Greater Parish.
The change involved a new name, new type, new layout, more pictures in colour
and an awful lot of work every month which Mark managed to fit in with his heavy
workload at the University of Leicester. He even
edited one issue from Death Valley whilst on a
geology field trip and emailed it to the printer in
Worcester!
Sometimes he had the difficult task of fitting too
many reports of Parish life and then the next
month it might be the opposite - not enough
content sent in and no photograph for the cover.
So do take this as an invitation to send in your
contributions, photos, articles reports, to our new
Editor, Paul Durrant.
Mark is handing on a most attractive magazine, for which, many, many thanks!
PS: What about the article on Deserts that you promised us Mark?
Myrtle Kneen
Magazine Working Group
4
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News & Notices
Whitbourne Playing Fields
Association will be holding their AGM
on Monday 19th April at 7.30pm via
Zoom. If any body wishes to attend
please can they email
wpfa65@gmail.com
Tess Hunt

From the Church Registers
Funerals
26 February 2021: Betty Mitchell
(formerly of Rosemore Farm,
Whitbourne, at St Peter’s Church
Bromyard. Buried in the Upper
Churchyard, Whitbourne.

This April 16th our WI is 75 years young...
and still going strong! Sadly we can't have a
get together in the way we'd like to in
Saltmarshe Hall but we can each reflect
and reminisce about how/when/why we
joined this incredible group of Ladies and
the highlights we remember from our membership... and when we do finally
manage to meet we can have a good celebration.
Our WI is so much more than WI "business"; it's a group of women who find fun
and friendship and are like minded. An Institute can be anything members want it
to be and as enduring and resilient as they make it. Yes, face-to-face meetings
each month are HUGELY important but through this past challenging year
Saltmarshe Ladies have found a way of keeping connected. We look forward to a
time when we can gather together and continue the fun times.

Christian Aid Week 10-16 May 2021
In this difficult year, we have much to concern ourselves with in the
UK. However, many people in Kenya are suffering massively due not
only to the pandemic but also the terrible effects of climate change and extreme
weather. Their lives have been dominated by severe drought followed by flooding,
which robs them of the main element needed for survival - a reliable source of
water.
Christian Aid are focusing donations received for Christian Aid Week on this
specific need. If you are able to help, Christian Aid are making it easy for us to
give. To make on on-line gift, please go to https://www.christianaid.org.uk/, and
use the ‘donate’ button. Or we can organise someone to call in to collect your
contribution from a safe place by your house. Please call Louisa Wyatt on 01886
821842 if you would like someone to do so.
April 2021
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Spring is around the corner!
You’ll no doubt have seen that the shop
is decorated for spring. The buds are
out, the vaccine seems to be working,
so hopefully better times are not too far
away. The shop has been very busy so
far this year, busier than the same
period last year, so it seems that we are
continuing to provide a service that the
village values. Thanks as always to all
loyal customers and hard-working and
dedicated volunteers.

This is the first UK Census managed
mainly online and everyone will have
received a unique access code
through the post.

Easter loyalty card prize draw
There will be another prize draw at
Easter, with the chance to win a cool
£50 cash, so don’t forget to use your
loyalty card every time you spend over
£10. Someone will win – it could be you!

There are laptops to use for people who
want to complete the questionnaire
themselves and help available for
anyone who wishes to bring in their
own device. If you wish to do the
Census on paper, please call the
number below.

Covid 19
Hopefully, by the
time you read
this, the virus
data will be
continuing to go
the right way
and the end of
lockdowns (and
maybe even all
legal restrictions) will be in sight. Until
then, please help our volunteers to keep
you and themselves safe by following
the rules: only one person may shop at
any one time and masks must be worn
unless exempt.
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For people who have no internet at
home, no computer, tablet or
smartphone, or are not confident about
filling in the questionnaire, a Census
Support Centre with advisers has been
set up at Bishops Frome Village Centre.

The Census will take about 10 minutes
for the household information and about
10 minutes per person.
How do I make an appointment?
You can phone to make an appointment
to visit (one person per household and
with full Covid precautions) or even to
complete the Census over the phone.
Call 0333 0064 754 9am-5pm or email:
censusbfvc@gmail.com
Opening hours for the Bishops Frome
Village Centre can be found on their
website: bishopsfromecentre.co.uk
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Upper Sapey News
As mentioned in last months issue, we are planning to hold an Easter
Service on Easter Sunday 4th April at 11.00 am in Upper Sapey Churchyard.
It will be outdoors, so dress according to the weather conditions.
It will be a service of hymns, prayers and readings (the music will be recorded
with no singing). Lanterns will be placed at 3m centres in the churchyard like we
did for the Carollers. We will be subject to whatever restrictions are in place at the
time but we look forward to seeing you.
We are looking at starting a variety of activities in Olly’s Friendship Room once
lockdown ends and in particular an art group for young and the not so young,
regardless of ability. Let us know if you would be interested – Contact David
Roberts on 01886 853665
APPEAL: We have an obligation to provide an accessible access to the church
and to improve the entrance drive, which can be very slippery at times. We have
therefore decided to launch an appeal for £1,000 towards the cost of carrying
out the work. If you would like to make a contribution, however small, it would be
very much appreciated. Please would you make your cheque payable to 'Olly's
Friendship Room, Upper Sapey' and send it to John Bland, Redlands, Upper
Sapey, Worcester WR6 6XT or send it online to:Account name - Olly's Friendship Room, Upper Sapey.
Sort Code:- 30-94-99, Account Number: 26801460
Very many thanks, David Roberts and Ian EvansFisher, Churchwardens, Upper Sapey.
Litter Action Whitbourne
LAW were pleased to welcome some
new members who contributed to
another successful litter pick around
the village in March.
Some of you might have noticed the
bags awaiting collection by the
Wheatsheaf pub, not a pretty sight I
know, but there was too much for
the boot of my car and Balfour
Beatty were quick to collect!

The profile of litter picking has
increased these past
few weeks both in the
local and national
press. Good to know
that Whitbourne is
part of the solution.
The next sociallydistanced pick is on
April 8th, meeting at the
village hall at 10am.
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Whitbourne Parish Council
MEETING OF WHITBOURNE
PARISH COUNCIL
Wednesday 3rd March 2021
All the Councillors and Nigel Shaw,
our County Councillor, were present
on Zoom.
There was one follow-up from
previous meetings. Ron James
reported that he had placed a bronze
plaque, kindly made by Neil Grant, at
the base of the new red oak tree on
the Village Green, recording that it
was planted by the schoolchildren to
commemorate the Queen’s Jubilee in
2012. As this was the last village event
that they took part in, it is a memorial
to the school and all its pupils over the
generations, too.
Nigel Shaw said that the old bus
shelter had now been re-erected on
Bringsty Common at the top of the
track leading to the Live and Let Live,
to provide shelter for school pupils and
anyone else waiting for a bus, or
anyone who just wanted to sit down
and admire the view. It was suggested
that it looked better in its new setting
than it had on the Village Green.
There was one planning application
to be considered, for the conversion of
half of a redundant agricultural
building at Lower Tedney to a fourbedroom, single storey house. The
other half would be demolished. John
Walker, the owner, explained that this
steel-framed shed had been built in
the 1960s and was now too small for
modern tractors. He intended to use
any profit to build a replacement on
8

the Worcestershire side of the Teme,
which should result in fewer loads of
hay and silage trundling along
Whitboune lanes.
Peter Wood pointed out that this
development was contrary to
Whitbourne’s Neighbourhood
Development Plan, which was in favour
of the conversion of redundant
agricultural buildings but expressly
excluded modern, steel or concrete
framed structures.
Nigel Shaw explained that it did not
matter what the plan said or what the
Parish Council or Herefordshire Council
thought. This was a generally permitted
development under Section Q of the
planning regulations and so must be
given permission. The Parish Council,
therefore, agreed to approve it.
Catherine Fuller, Chair of the Bringsty
Manorial Court, then addressed the
meeting. She asked the Parish Council
to support a request for a traffic
survey on the A44 across Bringsty, as
the Brockhampton Group of Parishes
Council had done. She said that the
Common met the requirements for a
speed limit of 40mph: dangerous
bends, 17 tracks joining it with poor
visibility, the possibility of grazing stock.
If the limit were 40mph, local residents
would be able to try to enforce it. Ron
James suggested a traffic survey
should go as far as the County
boundary, to include the junction at the
Wheatsheaf. Sally Knowles said that
the need for so many road signs along
the Common should be looked at too.
The noise and danger from speeding
motorcycles was complained about,

April 2021

again. The Council agreed to support
the request for traffic survey.
The Neighbourhood Development
Plan working group would be having a
Zoom meeting on 24th March. Kate
Lack had agreed to provide a
landscape character assessment to
support it.
CCTV cameras had been installed on
the Village Hall. They could not provide
live coverage until the internet was
connected. The AGM of the Village Hall
would be held by Zoom on 19th April.

Warden, as Dai Jones had done. John
Walker said that the hedge had been cut
back, when his tractor was trimming his
own hedges.
It was reported that drains had been
cleared out at Meadow Green and the
loose cable on Church Bank tidied up
but potholes elsewhere were getting
worse. There was concern that nothing
had been done about the dangerous
subsidence on Bottom Lane below the
Ford and the lack of warning bollards.
Balfour Beattie would be urged again to
repair it.

The Playing Fields Committee had
welcomed a new member with a young
child, an actual user of the equipment.
Maureen Williams was busy hunting
grants for three new swings, one of
them disabled.

There will be an extra meeting to
consider the latest planning
applications for Crumplebury on
the15th. The next scheduled meeting is
on Wednesday 5th May. It will be the
annual public parish Meeting, open to
Paul Davis had held a meeting with two everyone, followed by a Parish Council,
officials from the Herefordshire Wildlife when officers are chosen. Ron James
Trust, one in charge of properties, the
said that if anyone was willing to take
other of volunteers, about the Glebe
over as Chairman, he would be glad to
Nature Reserve. Bethan Williams had stand down.
agreed to take on being the local
Andrew Kneen

Broadwas Green for Go!
It’s that time of year again here at Broadwas Croquet Club!
New grass to be cut, lawns to be rolled and marked up,
mallets to be repaired and re-waxed and hoops re-painted –
all set for the opening of the 2021 croquet season, hopefully
in just a few weeks’ time. We want to be ready to roll as
soon as the Government gives us the green light - and the
weather becomes a bit warmer.
There’s lots to look forward to this season. As well as our normal games of singles
and doubles and our internal tournaments, we very much hope to begin playing
league matches against other Clubs again. And we still plan to support the Club’s
social activities which are always popular, so we hope the easing of lockdown will
April 2021
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enable us to restart our weekly Roll-ups
and Fun Days. Be assured that we will
be socially distancing, hand sanitising
and keeping Covid procedures in place
until we are officially allowed to reduce
them.

members bitten by the croquet bug, is
that they spend rather more time up at
the Sports Ground than they can really
afford. Why? Because they love the
Club’s friendly, join-in atmosphere and
the idea of playing a game that can be
We’re extremely fortunate to have two as infuriating as it is compelling!
fully qualified coaches at Broadwas Our season runs from April to October,
who run courses for beginners and for so if you’d like some more information
our more experienced players.
Not about this year’s programme of events
only that, they’re always happy to give for members, or you’ve thought of
anyone help and guidance whilst up at booking the ground over an evening or
the Club.
weekend for a special event, please get
Broadwas is a great Club for folk who in touch with our Club Captain and
like to play competitive sport with lots of Secretary, John Guy on 01905 748192
fresh air and in idyllic surroundings. In for further details.
fact, a common admission among new Chris Croft

Birds, Bugs and Beasts:
The Nature Note Page

Pop Goes

weasel really did pop up – more of that
later.

The Weazel!

There are probably half a million of the
UK’s smallest carnivore at any one
time. If you see one this year though, it
When did you last see a weasel? is unlikely to be around next year as
they don’t live long. Up to two thirds of
For an animal with such a resonant
name, used in rhymes and similes, why them die every year. Small, brown with
do we rarely see them? A few years ago a white underside, our smallest and
most numerous mustelid is not much
we were walking the length of the
Severn. Somewhere in the Marches we bigger than a mouse, with a short tail. If
you see a stoat you will notice it, bigger,
came to a crossroads and below the
with a long tail with a black tip. If you
signpost, from a tiny hole, a tiny brown
see a weasel running across the road,
head appeared like a meercat. This
10
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you may think it’s a rat, or a vole, or a
baby squirrel. But if it runs like a really,
really miniature dachshund it is almost
certainly a weasel.

plenty of language around the weasel.
There are people we may describe as
weaselly, not stoatesque, or otterish.
“Weasel words” for once doesn’t seem
Apart from the roadway, it is not easy to to be Shakespearean. It relates to the
see one. They don’t hibernate, and their weasel’s ability to suck out the inside of
metabolism is so fast that they can hunt an egg whilst leaving the shell intact – a
24 hours a day, and have to eat a
third of their body weight every day.
If the weasel is having a good year, it
is certain to be because the vole is.
The diet will also include mice, baby
mammals and eggs, but voles make
up most of the menu. We have
plenty of voles here, and so we will
have plenty of weasels, living and
hunting in the tunnels of their prey.
Their size and shape is perfectly
suited to wriggling underground. When hollow thing that doesn’t live up to its
promise. And then of course, there is
above ground, they keep below
the question of them popping. All is not
undergrowth and hedges to avoid
as it seems here though, as it’s nothing
predators like foxes, so no wonder we
to do with our shy and invisible subject.
only ever see them crossing the road.
“Half a pound of tuppeny rice, half a
pound of treacle,
That’s the way the money goes, pop
goes the weasel”

The name weasel has the same protoGermanic root as bison and relates to
smell, as does the word mustelid, so
the name is doubly smelly. In 1384 in
the Lincoln Assizes, a John
Weaselhead was in the dock. In the
time when second names were related
to looks or habits, we can only guess
what he may have looked or smelled
like. Perhaps it is unsurprising that the
surname does not seem to have
survived the centuries.

Growing up in Essex, I was always
aware of the East End of London
rhyming slang. If it was cold, you may
need your weasel and stoat to keep
warm when you went out – your coat.
The rhyme is about taking your coat to
the pawn shop when you are brassic
again. (boracic lint – skint.)

Alone among the mustelids, there is

Neil Kershaw
April 2021
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Saying Goodbye to the Bees
From a beekeeper reluctant to give up…

I

t is with great reluctance that I have
decided to give up beekeeping due to
ill health.

they were okay
till the next
year.

So I have decided to sell, or give away,
all my beekeeping equipment except
my suit. I am sure I will get withdrawal
symptoms in the summer so may
request to look over the shoulder of
one of the many beekeepers in
Whitbourne or hold your smoker for
you.

This time it was
the other way
round. They
told me it was
time to give up
and sure
enough, last
summer, the
two hives I had
up the Clifton Road both swarmed. I got
one and gave it to Ron James but they
had other ideas. Both swarmed again
and did not re-Queen so died out. I took
this as a message to give up, as if they
were saying ‘you are not looking after
us as you would like to, so pack it up’.

My intention is to give the Whitbourne
beekeepers first choice, then the
Herefordshire Beekeepers East Lan
group to help with costs for their
meetings and support new beekeepers
and if any left to HBKA.
I am in the process of sorting things
out, starting with cleaning frames to
melt down the wax (a valuable
commodity) and the frames will make
good kindling wood for our wood
burner. The old supers and brood
chambers will burn well too but there
are some good ones and one or two
new things and not made up.
There’s an age-old custom that you
should tell your bees of the important
events in your life. I did just that when I
had breast cancer 20 odd years ago. I
had taken some rape honey from them
and told them I probably would not be
visiting them again for some time so
hope they would make enough stores
to last them the winter and bless them,
12

It has been a hard decision but sadly I
think the time is right (also the old
Honda, which was so good at going up
the orchard, died in the autumn).
As I write this, the countryside is slowly
awakening with the first hints of spring.
If the autumn stores were adequate, the
queens will have survived and will be
starting to lay eggs. And thinking of
them I think back to my own life with
them, the ups and the downs, the joys
and tragedies…
But those are stories for another day…
Wendy Cummins
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The Foodie is away this month but will be
back in May. In the meantime here’s a
little something we hope to do on a regular
basis: easy (hopefully!), quick-fire recipes that can be knocked
together in less than 20mins.

Quick Cuisine

Healthy Egg mayonnaise
pitta pockets (one serving)

This is a family favourite, which we
called ‘Hammy-cheesy-corny’ when I
was a child. It takes 15 minutes and
serves about three depending on
portion sizes. All ingredients are
available in the village shop.

Prep time 5 mins
Cooking time: 15 mins
Eﬀort: Super easy
You will need:
Wholemeal pitta
1 egg
1 tbsp reduced-fat mayonnaise
1 spring onion, finally sliced
1: Hard boil an egg (small saucepan
of water enough to cover egg,
bring to the boil and cook for 10
minutes. Plunge the egg in cold
water and leave to cool (better still,
cook the night before to save
time).
2: Peel oﬀ the shell and with a fork,
mash the egg together with the
mayonnaise.
3: Split open a pitta (slightly toasted
is nice!) and fill it with the mashed
egg mixture. Sprinkle sliced spring
onion on top.
Next time, try cress, baby spinach or
finely shredded lettuce sprinkled over
the top (Just make sure to pat the
greens dry before adding to the pitta).
Try cutting strips of red or yellow
pepper for an accompanying snack.

You will need:
• 3 rashers of bacon (or equivalent
‘bacon bits’ sometimes available at
Knightwick butchers)
• half pint milk
• small tin of sweetcorn (160g) - 75p at
the shop
• Cheddar cheese (or hard cheese of
choice)
1: Start by cutting the bacon into small
pieces and lightly fry.
2: In a small pan, make about half a
pint of thick white sauce with one
heaped tablespoon of flour in your
usual cooking fat and stir to form a
smooth roux.
3: Slowly stir in the half pint of milk (to
minimise formation of lumps).
4: Tip in the (drained) tin of sweet corn,
followed by the cooked bacon.
5: Add grated or finely chopped cheese
to taste, and stir to blend – the village
shop has a range of suitable hard
cheeses, from cheap but good
Cheddar-style to a vegan alternative.
Serve on toast or, for a more
substantial meal, on mashed potato.
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Hollow-ways and World Wars
Here is another Whitbourne walk, which can either be a stand-alone or
can join up with last month’s Walk 1, to make something a bit longer.
As before, this circuit can conveniently
begin and end at Whitbourne Village
Hall or, if you want a shorter version,
begin by the church (if you are parking
a car here, remember that people live
further down Boat Lane, so keep clear
of the bend).
From Whitbourne Village Hall turn left
and descend the first part of Church
Bank, then either follow Walk 1 through
the Cherry Orchard and Wishcroft, or
go straight down Church Bank and turn
left along Bottom Lane for 300 yards to
Colbridge, which is marked on the map
as the start of this walk.

you can clearly see set into the grass.
The route you are on is a public footpath but at this point it runs through a
private garden, so please do not stray
from it. Over the stile you will see the
hollow-way continues straight ahead
through the orchard. There are usually
sheep here, so please keep your dog
on a lead.

This hollow-way marks the end of the
big medieval open field called Church
Field, which ran all the way to the end
of Boat Lane. To the right, over the
modern fence, the adjacent plot was
church land from at least the
thirteenth century and
On the edge of
remained so until Victorian
Church Field
times.
there are five

From here turn almost
immediately right, up the
public footpath on a track that
curiously shaped
used to lead to a group of
On the edge of Church Field
slightly pointed
several houses, and is now
there are five curiously shaped
platforms…
between Colbridge Cottage
slightly pointed platforms, cut
and the gatepost for
into the edge of the medieval
Woodbine. Part way up, this track is
field. A clue to their purpose is the
crossed by another old lane, now sunk
remains of a large clay pit at the
into the hillside. To the left (no longer a
bottom of the hollow-way, on the other
public right of way) it used to go to
side of Boat Lane. There was a second
Bradburns Farm and then on to the
clay pit in the other field, which is
fields above. Turn right through a
marked on early maps: this is now
wooden gate onto this old lane, which
filled in but the field entrance remains
14
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very wet.
These platforms were
not for additional
houses, as once
thought, but part of a
brick-making business.
In the eighteenth and
early nineteenth
century, many of the
richer householders
wanted to replace their
old wattle and daub
walls with brick fill, and
travelling brick-makers
would visit parishes and
set up their kilns. This
site has been carefully
excavated, revealing
details of how and when
they worked. You can
see examples of these locally made
bricks, fired in beehive kilns, in some
house walls to this day. They are
thinner than modern bricks, made of
local clay, often with their wooden
drying frame showing, and some are
even slightly banana-shaped. Other
Herefordshire brick sites are described
in a useful guide by Edwin Davey &
Rebecca Roseff (Logaston, 2007).
Over the stile out of the orchard, turn
right towards the church, and pause to
look at the five Commonwealth War
Graves from World War One. Many of
the injured were brought back to the
United Kingdom but later died of their
wounds, and these people are often
buried in their home parish. Some local
men were treated in the hospital set up

in the Great Hall of Birmingham
University.
Every one of these casualties tells a
personal story, but two perhaps stand
out in this group. Bernard Green
(christened Francis Bernard) was the
fourth son of Frederick and Ada
Gertrude Green of Wishmore Farm.
Frederick combined farming with being
a coal merchant, based at the railway
station, but none of the family were born
locally, as was increasingly the case.
Bernard served in the King’s Shropshire
Light Infantry until his death in April
1917.
By contrast, Harry Matthews was one of
eight children, all born in Herefordshire.
Harry first attended Tedstone school,
then moved down to Whitbourne in
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1905, perhaps when his father began
working as gamekeeper at Whitbourne
Court. Harry enlisted with the South
Lancashire Regiment, and survived the
war until the very end – only to be
killed in its final week.
To end the walk, continue along Boat
Lane past the Old Rectory and bear
left to cross the Whitbourne Brook. The
packhorse bridge to the left is a rare
survival in the county, but it is not
known how old it is. Most early haulage
here was done with ox carts, which
could use fords. It is possible that this
bridge is linked to the presence of the
medieval bishop’s palace next to the
church (Now Whitbourne Court).
Bourne is itself a very unusual name
for a stream in Herefordshire and the
west midlands, making the name
Whitbourne something of a rarity, too.
As before, you can head back up

Church Bank, noting how deeply
hollowed out it is for much of the way,
suggesting it is an ancient route. If you
wish, make a further diversion into the
upper graveyard on the right, which
affords excellent views back over the
old village centre, fields and woodland.
There is also a World War Two
memorial, and a royal estates oak tree,
planted in Diamond Jubilee year.
At the top of the hill, if you are
interested, look at the War Memorial,
which is very special and quite a rarity
because it commemorates all those
who fought, not just those who died.
Often, it records the names of several
boys in one family.
Kate Lack. Map by Andrew Kneen.

Next issue, the walk comes from
Tedstone Delamere.

WHITBOURNE GARDEN SOCIETY

Time to Blow off the Cobwebs
Dormancy – the Society has been inactive for the past 12 months or more and
with relaxation of the current rules proposed we might somewhat cautiously, be
able to start planning ahead for future activities. Dare we hope for a show this
year, possible outings, talks from invited speakers and perhaps even a social get
together?
Mentioning dormancy, no one can have failed to have been interrupted on
occasion by the ground works associated with the broad band cable installation in
verges around the village and elsewhere. One pleasing result of the ground
disturbance is that deeply buried seeds have been brought to the surface and
16
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have subsequently
germinated. Red poppies
and wild chickory with its
intense blue flowers, for
example, have been
seen in various places
close to the excavations.
That begs the question,
how long can a seed lie
dormant – was it not
found that scientists
successfully germinated
grain removed from the
tombs of the pharaohs? If
correct, the answer, given
the right conditions, is
thousands of years!
Where does this leave
us, how often do we buy
packets of seed, be they
flower or vegetable, only
to use a fraction of the
contents? Do you pass
them on to friends,
carefully reseal the
packet until next sowing
season or just discard it?
Seed companies would
like us to do the latter.
Some folk would argue
that seeds lose their
vigour, whilst others
would cite success from
two or three year old

seeds. With certain
varieties though one is
advised to purchase fresh
seed annually –

contact me by e-mail
before the end of next

parsnips , for example.
Whatever you choose,
with all the wet weather
and our heavy soil, it is
unlikely that the ground
will be either warm or dry
enough to make early
sowings in the open.

d.com

Somehow nature will
bounce back shortly and
present us with an array

month:
noel.knight@btopenworl

Noel Knight pp WGS.

Did You Know…
The oldest plant ever to
be regenerated has been
grown from 32,000year-old seeds buried
by ice age squirrels!

of colour or produce, be it
garden, hedgerow or
woodland. Above all
and with better
weather in the
offing (we
hope), enjoy
your garden
and our
surrounding
s.If anyone
would care to
write a garden
related item or
experience for
next month’s
magazine (or
even successive
magazines) please
April 2021
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Gardens for
Pleasure
A small group of us would like to arrange
a simple Gardens Open event later in the
year (when we are allowed), to celebrate
how much gardens have meant to so
many people through the pandemic. Whether small or big, well-established or
begun just last year, our gardens have often been real refuges. The queues
when the garden centres re-opened last year proved that.
Our idea is that anyone who wants to join in can do so, and those who don’t can
wander round and admire other people’s handiwork. We could have teas
(cream teas maybe?), and perhaps raise some money for charity.
If you are interested in opening your garden, or helping with teas, please get in
touch with me: John Archer 821 321 or with Kate Lack 821 978

Roofing the
Roundhouse
A carpet of flowers at Longlands

T

he roof of the roundhouse will soon
be a carpet of flowers: it is gradually
being covered with sedum, to make a
‘green roof’.
So what is sedum?
It’s a small perennial, also known as
stonecrop, with succulent leaves and it
thrives in very dry conditions. As long
as it has a little soil and some moistureretaining material it’ll be fine. We’re
20

planting it in square trays made of old
carpet and using minced up recycled
carpet with special clay balls and
compost as the growth medium. By
summer the roof will be covered in
small, star shaped flowers. With several
different species all growing together, it
will be quite a sight.
A lot of this is thanks to one of our
volunteers, Josh. He was made
redundant at the start of lockdown last
year, and has been at Longlands
almost every day, ever since (it helps
that he’s living on site, being Julia’s
nephew). With Julia, the students and
other volunteers he has made most of
the 500 carpet trays already completed,
and planted them up with sedum,
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though he rather jibs at
going up on the roof
himself.
But that’s not all, he told
me; “I’ve actually seen the
roundhouse from the start
to the finish. I’ve helped
Julia and Sally with the
cobbing, then every day
last spring we were
watering the sedum. I’ve
been laying the stone
paths as well – lots of
wheel-barrowing – and
I’ve also helped Julia with
the gardening too.”
“But,” I said, “gardening’s not really
your thing is it?”

500 carpet trays: Josh at the Roundhouse

“No, it’s not. It’s not. Sometimes it
drives me nuts. But obviously I’m more
than willing to help Julia.”
The volunteers are an immensely
important part of Longlands. For some
of our students, just seeing a group of
adults getting on with working together
is a revelation, and finding an adult who
they can talk to is a precious gift. They
may just chat, or they may really open
up – which is a privilege. If you are
interested in volunteering then get in
touch.
Paul Lack
www.longlandsfarm.org.uk or follow us
on Facebook at /www.facebook.com/
longlandscarefarm
April 2021
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PUSSY CAT CATTERY
www.pussycatcattery.co.uk

• Approved member of the Royal College
of Veterinary Surgeons Practice Standards
Scheme
• Purpose built small animal facility

• Idyllic peaceful location
• Built and run to FAB specifications
• Individually heated, safe and secure
• Units with covered outside run
• Viewings welcome
Amanda Wills, Seville Cottage,
Suckley WR6 5EQ. Tel 01886 884867

Kings Arms Yard, Bromyard
Herefordshire HR7 4EE
Tel. 01885 488822
www.bromyardvets.co.uk
info@bromyardvets.co.uk

LUXURY CATTERY
Phone Lesley on 01886 821154
New, luxury cattery set in beautiful
countryside. Run by genuine cat lover

Opening Times (Excl. 25th & 26th Dec):
Mon – Fri: 8.30am – 7pm
Sat: 9am – 1pm
Sun: 9am – 11am
BH: 9am – 11am

Fully licensed and insured
All chalets have heated bedrooms and
spacious play runs
Special needs and diets catered for

Kitty’s Cattery
Coronation Cottage, Broadwas, Worcester, WR6 5NT
www.kittyscattery.co.uk

Tipton Hall Riding School

JULIET
TWINBERROW

Fabulous horse riding experience in wonderful
countryside for adults and children of all
abilities; Family groups welcome;
Riding lessons and
horse care courses in
the holidays;
Beginners welcome.
Tiptonhall.co.uk
Tel: 01885 488791

BVM&S, MRCV
PROVIDING A MOBILE
VETERINARY SERVICE
FOR ALL YOUR PETS
01886 821408

To advertise in this space
email the Editor:
parish.magazine@yahoo.
co.uk
Only £40 for the year.

07772 799754

www.housevet.co.uk
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Best of British Ground
Maintenance & Garden Services
Makers of Beautiful Gardens
Domestic & commercial
Border maintenance, Grass cutting, Hedge
trimming, All year lawn care, Weed
treatment, Fertilizing & Nourishment
We pride ourselves on a very high standard of
all work at competitive prices. Whether you
require regular maintenance or just a helping
hand to get you on your way to a beautiful
garden we can help.
Free no obligation quotation
5 Nash Close, Martley, Worcester, WR6 6PY
Tel: 01886 889070; Mob:07983351634
E-mail: bestofbritish1958@gmail.com

M J Read (Contractors) Ltd.

AERIAL MAPPING

With over 35 years of experience, our family run
business prides itself on the quality of our
workmanship

FROM A DRONE

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Topographical Surveys and Aerial
Photography by CAA Registered PfCO
using a Fully Insured RTK GPS Survey
grade Drone and local pilot. 3D BIM
Models Produced for visualisation.

excavator mounted shape saw head
site clearance
groundworks
pond & pool construction
mini digger hire
sewerage treatment plants
plant hire
driveways
drainage
demolition
concrete breaker
foundations

For a competitive quote email in first
instance roger@graphsurveys.co.uk or
phone Roger Dixon 07973 381362

***NEW… we can now offer an excavator mounted saw
head as a quick and easy way to reshape overgrown
hedges and branches

Contact Martin for a detailed quote on
07973 795292 / 01885 488355
mjreadcontractor@outlook.com
April 2021
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BRUCE EDDY
MOWING SERVICES
&

GARDEN MAINTENANCE
Mowing
(Large or Small Lawns & Paddocks)
Strimming
Hedge Cutting

Chris Treuttens

*

Garden and Landscape Services

Rotavating

*

General Garden Maintenance

Including traditional
DRY STONE WALLING &
HEDGELAYING

Pressure Cleaning
Tel - 01886 853498 or
07508 046099

Telephone 07789 062450

Email – brucebeddy@yahoo.co.uk

HUGH DAVIES

GRAPH SURVEY PARTNERSHIP

GROUNDS MAINTENANCE

Land and Engineering Surveying Services
Civil Engineering Setting Out, Topographical Surveys,
Volumetric Analysis, Establishing Control Networks,
Data Preparation, 3D Machine Guidance and
Instrument Hire. All teams carry Robotic EDM, GPS
and precise levelling functionality.

Most aspects of tree surgery undertaken including pruning,
trimming, felling and removal
Hedge laying and fencing
Mowing and garden maintenance
From private garden to agricultural (HLS) work

Tel 07973 381362 / 07885 203875

NPTS qualified and full public liability insurance

Contact 01886 821542 or 07813 611221

www.graphsurveys.co.uk
8 Heathbrook Avenue, Wall Heath, West Midlands, DY6 0ER

Woodhouse Landscapes

DESIGN AND BUILD
Alistair Woodhouse ND Hort
Hill Cross Barn Tedstone Delamere
Bromyard HR7 4PR
07813 156010
alistair@woodhouselandscapes.co.uk
www.woodhouselandscapes.co.uk
24
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MW DIGGER SERVICES

D & G Drainage

MICRO - 3 TON DIGGERS
DUMPER HIRE AVAILABLE
MACHINE AND OPERATOR
APPROVED DRIVEWAY CONTRACTOR WITH
OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
MOBILE- 07980427020
LAND LINE- 01886 502011

All aspects of drainage installations
and repairs
Drain cleaning and unblocking
Blocked drains, toilets, sinks, baths,
showers
CCTV Camera Inspection/surveys

Septic Tank Emptying
Sewage Treatment Plants : Soakaways

Contact Daniel Lowndes for free

Blockage Clearance : Sewage Treatment
Engineers

quotation!
Tel: 01684 561338 or

Call us now for free advice & quotation
www.aquacleansingltd.co.uk
01886 888471
enquiries@aquacleansing.co.uk
Berrow Green Road,
Martley, WR6 6PQ

Mobile: 07875 394571
E-mail: dan@fixmydrains.co.uk
www.fixmydrains.co.uk

April 2021
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Paul the Painter

HOLLOWAYS

Your local professional painter &
decorator

CONTEMPORARY COUNTRY LIVING

SHOWROOMS REOPENING

All interior & exterior, from a single
room to a whole house

APRIL 12, 2021

Contact: 07759 298754

GARDEN FURNITURE
NOW IN STOCK

E-mail paulthepainter23@msn.com

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY
www.holloways.co.uk
or call 01886 884665

Delicious takeaway dishes to enjoy in
our Garden Tent with your ‘Rule of 6’
Open Monday-Saturday 9am-5pm
Holloways, Lower Court, Suckley WR6 5DE

WOODEND
Established 1970
PAINTER & DECORATOR
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR
HEATHFIELD, BRINGSTY
NR WORCESTER
TEL: 01886 821392

MOB: 07709 739301

J B Services
Painting and Decorating
I oﬀer very competitive rates and excellent service.
For a no obligation quote, please call

Home: 01885 482149
Mobile: 07870 110124
26

April 2021

Have you got a problem with
your TV, VIDEO, WASHING
MACHINE, MICROWAVE, etc?
Then call Pat Priest
General Electrical Services

NOW!
!"#$%&'"()*+&,-$&&.+/,0+12+.)$0"+3'#(+,4)0+56+
.)$0"+)78)0')9-)+,/+#()+#0$*):+;)+,//)0+/$"#<+
0)&'$%&)+$9*+(,9)"#+",&=#',9"+#,+.,=0+80,%&)>"+
$#+/'7)*+0$#)+80'-)"

07974310222
24 hour
answering
service
April 2021
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Are Your Locks
Behaving Badly?
ALL TYPES OF DOOR & WINDOW LOCKS OPENED,
REPAIRED, SERVICED
UPVC DOUBLE GLAZING MULTI-POINT
LOCK REPAIR SPECIALIST
ADDITIONAL HOME SECURITY
INCLUDING GARAGE, SHED & GATES
LOCKS UPGRADED TO CURRENT INSURANCE
SPECIFICATION
DOOR ADJUSTMENT & REALIGNMENT
• NO CALL OUT CHARGE •
• FREE ONSITE ESTIMATES •
• SAME DAY SERVICE AVAILABLE •
MORE INFORMATION CALL STEWART
AT:

THE LOCKSMITH
01905 570 999 07871 44 20 11
www.locksmithworcestershire.co.uk

To advertise in this space
email the Editor:
parish.magazine@yahoo.co.uk

Only £40 for the year.

We clean Windows, Conservatories, Solar
Panels, uPVC…
4, 8 and 12 weekly cleaning
Over 18 years of experience, fully insured, based in Whitbourne

Call Steve on 07967 672713or 01886 822009

Smart Home Services
Help with PC, Tablet, Smartphone, Virus &
Spyware removal.

IT problems solved
Honest help and advice at a
competitive hourly rate
Trevor Smartz
01886 821661 or 07732 464572
trevor@trevorshop.com www.trevorshop.com

April 2021
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! Good Eating !

Bromyard
HomeCare

Outside catering for any occasion
Parties, Weddings, Receptions, Funeral teas
Garden marquee and Mr Whippy ice cream machine
available to hire

We are a local HomeCare provider
well known and recommended by many.

Very competitive rates : Excellent service
Janet Rogers (01885) 482392

Personal care (washing, showering,
dressing); Preparing meals; Shopping;
Laundry; Light housekeeping; Taking you
on outings, to appointments, to the local
garden centre, shop or pub; Taking care
of your pet and much more.

We are a team of local carers you
can rely on. Please contact:
Agnes Davies 07896841273 or
Joanne Smillie on 07974106529
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CARPET & UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING SPECIALISTS
PART OF CHAMBERMAIDS EST. 1993
* Fully trained & insured operators
* Latest equipment
* Minimum drying times
* We move furniture
* Customer satisfaction guarantee
* Oriental rug specialists
* Stainshield treatment
* Deodorizer treatment
* Conditioning treatment
* Quotations on request
Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning Specialists,

Highfields, Knightwick, Worcestershire
WR6 5QG

01886 821554 : 07971 603007

April 2021
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MARTLEY
OSTEOPATHIC CLINIC
Not just for backs
Osteopathic treatment for infants and adults

Mark Roughley
Registered Osteopath
Maylite Business Centre
Maylite Trading Estate
Martley
WR6 6PQ
01886 889002
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Director: NICOLA HALL, FBRA, CNHC Registered
Monks Orchard, Whitbourne, WR6 5RB
01886-821207 / info@baylyreflexology.co.uk

Reflexology Treatment
for a wide range of conditions from one of the
most experienced practitioners in the UK

TO ADVERTISE HERE

Only £75 for the year

email the Editor:
parish.magazine@yahoo.co.uk

April 2021
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RKH CHAUFFEUR SERVICE
Professional, Prompt, Friendly
Based in Cradley
All UK Airports
Business Trips
Sporting events
Parties, etc.

Long and local trips
Booking essential

Call Richard 07990 552531
Email: rkhill2014@outlook.com

Community First’s oil buying group
Great value and convenience
Community First is a long established charity in Herefordshire and
Worcestershire, with aims to support strong and vibrant rural communities.
In 2013, we set up a bulk buying group for heating oil for anyone in the two counties.
The scheme keeps money in the local economy, builds a greater sense of community
and cooperation and helps tackle fuel poverty. Over the years, with hundreds of
members, we have saved many thousands of pounds across both counties.
How does it work?
At the end of each month we collate orders placed by our members and negotiate with a
number of suppliers. Our savings are often between 2p and 4p a litre against the
average English price and can be much more against local individual quotes. Our prices
are the same for 500 as for 1500 which is good for spreading your costs.
To register your interest or ask a question please contact: info@comfirst.org.uk or ring
Richard on 07515 881231
Membership costs £20 per year. We are very happy to work with established local
groups too for instance by sharing good practice and energy efficiency tips.
More details can be found at www.comfirst.org.uk
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Church Services
All church services and meetings are cancelled until further notice.
This does not mean the end of worship in the parish – far from it. Go on-line to
www.whitbourne.org.uk and click on this image:
You will find a service specially prepared each week in this parish for use at home,
either individually or as a family. If you would like to use the service at the same time as others, we
suggest 9.30am on Sunday. But use it any time that works for you. God never self-isolates. If you
would prefer to receive a printed version by post, please call 07967 104163.
We are Zooming each Sunday's, Tuesday's and Wednesday’s services so that all can participate. If
you would like to join a service in this way, please email Dawn (hyettdawn@gmail.com) and you will
be sent a meeting ID and a password each week. Because there have been instances of people
intruding into and disrupting private groups, please do not post the details online or anywhere that is
publicly visible. You can visit https://zoom.us/download now to get your device ready!
As the situation regarding access to churches is very fluid, please refer to the notice on the
church door or noticeboard for the current status.

Church Contacts

Doiran

Andrew

Jan

Alexandra

Chris

Revd Dawn Hyett (Interim Minister) 01885 483747; dawnhyett@hotmail.com
Revds Doiran Williams, Andrew Bullock and Jan Webb (permission to officiate)
Mrs Alexandra Bullock and Mr Chris Evans (licensed readers)
Church Wardens
Edvin Loach: Lis Morris 01885 483727
Tedstone Delamere: Kathleen Harris 01885 483681 and William North 853321
Upper Sapey: Ian Evans-Fisher 853441 and David Roberts 853665
Whitbourne: Anne Evans 821534 and Clive Pickering 822210
Revd Dawn Hyett

Church Officers

Parochial Church Council Secretary: Louisa Wyatt 821842, louisawyatt1@gmail.com
Safeguarding Officer: Carol Wilde 853491, carolhwilde@hotmail.co.uk
All phone numbers on this page have area code 01886 unless stated otherwise.
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