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What’s on this Month
Sat 1st 11am Coffee & Chat, Olly’s
Friendship Room, Upper Sapey Church
Sun 2nd 9.30am Morning Praise,
Whitbourne; 11am Holy Communion,
Upper Sapey
Wed 5th 9.30am Morning Prayer,
Whitbourne; 11 am Whitbourne Coffee &
Chat, Whitbourne Village Hall
Sat/Sun 8th/9th The Gardens of
Wichenford, 11am – 6pm. See details
page 6

Sun 16th 9.30am Holy Communion,
Whitbourne; 11am Holy Communion,
Tedstone Delamere; 3pm Holy
Communion, Edvin Loach
Tues 18th Garden Visit to Hillcroft, meet
Whitbourne Village Hall 11.15 am
Wed 19th 9.30am Morning Prayer, Upper
Sapey; Friendship Lunch, Whitbourne
Village Hall

Sun 23rd 9.30 am Holy Communion,
Whitbourne
Wed 26th 9.30am Morning Prayer, Edvin
Loach

Sun 9th 9.30am Holy Communion
Whitbourne; 2.30pm Baptism (Matilda
Caldicott), Tedstone Delamere

Sun 30th 10am Holy Communion, Edvin
Loach

Mon 10th Film and Pizza Night, ‘The
Matrix’, Olly’s Friendship Room, Upper
Sapey Church

Contact the Editor to get a listing in ‘What’s on’

In this issue . . .

Tues 11th Whitbourne WI, Whitbourne
Village Hall
Wed 12th 9.30am Morning Prayer,
Tedstone Delamere; Friendship Lunch,
Upper Sapey
Sat 15th Polly Edwards, local singer and
song writer, Edith Silcock Memorial Hall
(Upper Sapey Village Hall).

John Bland turns the Spotlight on Upper Sapey
Tom Fisher writes about When Westminster
came to Whitbourne
Chris Evans Meets the Editor and remembers
the Visit of Friends from Clifton Mosque
The work of our Church Wardens is discussed
by Dawn Hyett
Liz Kershaw reports on the latest Parish
Council Meeting

The Magazine
The Magazine is published by the Parochial Church Council (PCC) for the communities of
Edvin Loach, Tedstone Delamere, Tedstone Wafre, Upper Sapey, Whitbourne and
Wolferlow. Eleven issues are delivered free to every household each year (joint January
- February New Year issue). It is financed from advertising income with any profits gifted
to the Church. It is managed by a group of volunteers who deal with editorial matters,
billing and distribution. If you want to get involved, please contact the Editor.
Contributions are most welcome and can be emailed to the editor, Mark Powell, at
parish.magazine@yahoo.co.uk (01886 821121). Anonymity will be considered on
request, but not provided automatically. The views expressed by contributors to the
Magazine are their own and do not represent the position of the PCC or any other body.
The last day for submissions is the 10th of the month. See page 28 for details of
advertising rates . Front cover: Young Summer Beauty, by Alan Matthews.
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This Month…..
Dear friends,
This month I want to tell you a little about the
Church Wardens - those amazing people who
volunteer to have oversight of the church
buildings. They are in many ways far more
important than the vicar. Without a vicar,
churches can and do carry on functioning, but
not without wardens, or at least people who
will take on the duties of wardens. The
churches in Edvin Loach, Tedstone Delamere
and Upper Sapey have two wardens who share
the responsibility. In Whitbourne the members
of the Church committee have currently shared
out the duties of wardens among themselves.
These duties include most of the things you
would expect to do for your own home making sure that the repairs are carried out
when needed by booking trades people, that insurance and other important documents
are in place, that the building is cleaned and ready for weekly services, and that these
services run smoothly with everything in place for each special service or occasion. Not
everything is done by the wardens themselves, but they ensure the right person is
asked.
We have, this month, changed over to the new wardens for the coming year, and I want
to thank all of last year’s wardens, whether or not they are continuing, on behalf of
everyone who has used their church, for everything they have done.
For those who are new or continuing, there is a special service where all the wardens in
the Bromyard area come together, and the Archdeacon of Hereford will commission
them to carry out the duties of warden for the coming year. (If the Bishop is like the
Chairman of the Diocese, the Archdeacon is similar to a Managing Director.) Our very
special team from Greater Whitbourne (their names can be found on the rota page at
the back of this magazine) have in some cases been wardens for years and years, doing
their work week on week with very little fuss and with such a lot of care that our
churches tend to run really smoothly.
Wardens usually have skills which are invaluable to the running of a church. If you have
skills – tasks which you find really easy, in say, the running of your home - then the
chances are you might be the sort of person who could help the smooth running of your
church. Perhaps you would consider coming to see what the wardens do, and whether
you would like to volunteer to do the thing you are so good at within your community.
Go on, have a go.
(continued overleaf)
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We are all gifted in one way or another
and although you may say ‘Oh I’m not
good at…’ there will be something you are
very skilled at doing. God has given each
of us gifts or skills and when we use them
there is a real sense of pleasure at doing a
job well. God is not a sad God, so enjoy
your skills and feel the love in yourself
that God wants us all to have.
Much love, Dawn

Meeting in Hereford where Alistair
Neulls ,from the Marine Conservation
Society, had made a very informative
presentation of their work, which was
followed by a light-hearted and amusing
talk by an 86-year old Chelsea Pensioner.
There was a good amount of time to
inspect the Bring and Buy stall, which
raised a good amount of money for our
funds.

News and Notices
Saltmarshe and District WI
One of our Members was actually
attending our May meeting on her
Birthday, so as soon as she came through
the door she was treated to a hearty
rendition of Happy Birthday. This set the
tone for a very jolly evening.
We dealt formally with discussing and
voting on the Resolutions put forward for
2019. " Don't fear the smear" and "A call
against the decline in local bus services"
were each passed unanimously.
After that, Members were cheered to
have an update about one of our
Members who had moved back to her
Yorkshire roots after 29 years of living in
Bromyard. JJ and Jean S had just returned
from visiting her and were able to pass on
all of her news.

JJ has a big Birthday soon, so various
"tales" involving her recent travels had to
be told, which all raised a smile.
Some photographs have surfaced of a
Murder Mystery Evening we'd had in 2011
and were passed round to much
amusement.
Celia gave an interesting account of what
was obviously a good Annual Council
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Our Meeting in June is on Wednesday
June 12th, when we hope for fine
weather as it's our Garden Meeting by
kind invitation of Mrs Nancy North at
Winley Farm, Tedstone Delamere. For
more details look on our website: http://
www.saltmarsheanddistrictwi.simplesite.c
om Jean Spelman
Clergy Helpline
Please let Dawn or Doiran know if you
would like a visit or a phone call, or if you
know someone who would. For example,
they may be ill, or recuperating, or
recently bereaved. Or someone may have
a troubling problem they need to discuss
in strict confidence. Please contact either
Revd Dawn Hyett : 01885 483747 or Revd
Doiran Williams : 01886 821189 Chris
Evans
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Garden Visits

Tues 18th June - Hillcroft, 11.15 am
Sun 14th July - Bylane, 11.45 am
Sun 11th Aug - Bridges Stone Mill, Noon
Sun 22nd Sept - Brockamin, 11.45 am
We meet at Whitbourne Village Hall.
Please phone Sheila Dodd on 821835 in
advance to book lunch. Sheila Dodd.
Change of name of Live and Let Live pub

As many of you will know the Live and Let
Live pub in the village is about to change
hands. For many reasons the new
landlord feels that a change of name is
appropriate and is keen that the
community has the opportunity to help
choose the name. To this end, a short list
of names has been suggested as follows:
Ye Olde Live
The Live at Whitbourne

Whitbourne Inn
Beamsley Bank (this is after the section
of road leading away from the pub, down
the hill to the A44)
The Man in the Moone (in celebration of
one of our most famous residents, Francis
Godwin, Bishop of Hereford, who wrote
the first English work of speculative/
science fiction in 1632-ish)
If you would like to vote on one of them,
please email me
at whitbournepcclerk@outlook.com. The
closing date for your vote is 30th June. Of
course, the final decision will be with the
landlord! Kevin Phillips, Clerk, Whitbourne
Parish Council
Teme Valley Western Dancers

have raised a total of £15,474.55 for
various charities and have recently
donated £1,000 to the British Lung
Foundation. Well done everybody! Jeff &
Thelma Mills, Teme Valley Western
Dancers
Lent Lunches
Traditionally Christians eat fish on Fridays
…. and during Lent we deny ourselves
something we like, or take on extra duties
or tasks. This is why we have pancakes on
Shrove Tuesday; to consume the eggs and
butter (and strawberry jam?) before
eating very frugally during Lent.
Lent lunches, on every Wednesday in
Lent, continue this tradition. Strictly,
perhaps it should be bread and water? In
fact we go a step less, with soup, bread
and cheese, followed by fruit. It is a good
way of socialising and raising money
(which perhaps we would have spent on
something fancier) at the same time. This
year nearly £1000 was raised for CofE
Childrens Society, Suicide Crisis,
Leukaemia UK, Christian Aid, Sandpiper
Trust and Transplant Games. Many thanks
to the hosts and to those who attended
and donated. Your efforts are much
appreciated. Brenda Allan
Teamwork
Ever since the combined parish of Greater
Whitbourne was set up a succession of
gifted and energetic lay people has made
sure that our churches have been worthy
places of worship. The practical side of
church life, we might say.
David Howell saw that the pastoral side
also needed the active involvement of lay
people. Continued….

Since they started in March 1998, the
dance community of Teme Valley WD
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So the Lay Ministry Development Group
appeared. Very early on someone
suggested that “ Group” sounded a bit
uninspiring. How about “Team”? And a
team they have been, pulling together
and supporting each other.
This month their term of office finishes. A
new team takes over (though some of the
members remain). So this short piece is
just to say thank you to all six members of
the first Greater Whitbourne L.M.D.G.

They have devoted their minds and
energies to enriching our worship,
welcoming allcomers, sharing prayer and
study, and caring for people in their own
homes. And all this despite heavy prior
demands on their attention.
No doubt they will be embarrassed to find
their names recorded here, but that’s
tough. Here they are, stars of our first lay
team: Brenda Allan, Gordon Bailey, John
Bland, Sylvia Bland, Chris Evans and
William North. Like all good teams, they
have had a first class coach, and we thank
the Rev. Preb. John Daniels just as warmly
as we thank them. Doiran Williams.
Friendship Lunches
What a good time is had at the friendship
lunches! - on the 2nd Wednesday of the
month in Upper Sapey Golf Club, and in
the second half of each month in
Whitbourne Village Hall where Janet
Rogers cooks delicious meals. They are
run slightly differently at each venue but
the principle is the same. Food is provided
at cost and the opportunity for a couple
of hours together for a chat with friends is
the name of the game.

organisation who meets monthly. The
Coffee & Chat Group voted to donate £50
to the friendship lunches, which will help
to cover some of the costs of the hire of
the hall and any incidental expenses
which occur. Many thanks to Ann Roberts
and her band of volunteers for this so
helpful grant.
As the meal is provided at cost it is
essential that bookings are taken in
advance so the right numbers of meals
are provided. If after ordering a meal you
are unable to attend then, so long as you
let Dawn know by the preceding Sunday,
that’s fine; after that you will need to pay
for the meal please.
We look forward to seeing more of you at
Upper Sapey on 12th June for either
farmhouse curry, beef or vegetable
lasagne, with a selection of 4 or 5
desserts. At Whitbourne Village Hall on
19th June for roast gammon or bean
ratatouille, with summer pudding or
Bakewell tart. Please book in advance
with Dawn on 01885 483747. Dawn Hyett
The Gardens of Wichenford: 11am – 6pm
Saturday 8th and Sunday 9th June
On alternate years, Wichenford opens its
gardens to raise funds for village and
other local charities such as St Richards
Hospice, West Midlands Air Ambulance
and Worcestershire Young Carers. Why
not come over and have a wonderful day
out and enjoy 17 beautiful gardens, many
with stunning views. One garden will be
serving excellent licenced lunches and 6
will be serving afternoon teas.
Only £5 for both days. More information
www.wichenfordopengardens.webplus.net/

The recent move to Whitbourne Village
Hall has been helped by another
6
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For that special occasion
Hand engraved glass or
painted plate with design and

Upper Sapey Church presents monthly

FILM AND PIZZA NIGHTS
7pm every 2nd Monday
Films are free, small charge for pizza.

chosen initials

Margaret Lloyd James

10th June 7pm
The MATRIX

Qualified and experienced

’15’ rated

painter and ceramic artist

2h 16m
Keanau Reeves

Whitbourne 01886 821107

Laurence Fishburne

Carrie-Anne Moss

The mobile Post Office visits
Whitbourne on Mondays
between 2.15pm and 3.45pm
parking in the Live and Let Live
Car Park.

8th July: I Daniel Blake (Dir. Ken Loach)
August – no film night. Restart Sept.
Get the date in your diary NOW!
Films shown in Olly’s Friendship Room,
Find us at WR6 6XR

INSURANCE ON YOUR
DOORSTEP – FOR YOU
AND YOUR BUSINESS
We pride ourselves on offering a personal and local
service for home, car, commercial vehicle, horse and
business insurance as well as pensions, investments and
protection.
Call us on 01568 612427 to speak to a member of our
friendly and expert team who can tailor cover to meet your
insurance needs.
NFU Mutual Financial Advisers advise on NFU Mutual
products and selected products from specialist providers.
We’ll explain the advice services and the charges.
Financial advice is provided by NFU Mutual Select
Investments Ltd.
NFU Mutual,
The Old Penny Bank,
Burgess Street,
Leominster, Herefordshire,
HR6 8DE
Leominster_agency@nfumutual.co.uk
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Meet the Editor
studies how rivers create landscapes. As a
researcher, he does a lot of measuring of
flow and sediment in rivers, and
sometimes also of plastic pollution, to
monitor and better understand the action
of the water. “Learning more and more
about less and less”, he says, although I
doubt if that is the whole story. As a
lecturer, he teaches undergraduates at
Leicester University, and runs regular field
study trips in the UK and abroad.

Mark Powell, who lives in Whitbourne,
may be an unassuming man by nature,
but more than anyone else it is him we
need to thank for the upgrading of our
parish magazine and the fact that it is now
freely available to everyone. True, he
works with a large team of other unpaid
volunteers – nobody is paid in connection
with the mag, nor even claims expenses,
except for the printer. But it is Mark who
first focused the need to transform the
way the magazine is run, who marshals
the content and makes judgement calls if
there is too much of it, who does all the
lay-out work, and who liaises with the
advertisers. And he does this alongside his
full-time ‘day job’. No wonder he says that
“sometimes next month’s issue comes
round awfully fast”.
Mark is a scientist – to be specific a ‘fluvial
geomorphologist’. Hmm. I tiptoe warily
around this title, trying not to betray my
ignorance, until a few prompts from Mark
allow me to conclude that this means he
8

He was born in Uganda, where both his
parents were teachers, and they moved
back to Britain when he was six, under the
shadow of Idi Amin’s increasingly
threatening behaviour. Later he studied at
Leeds University, and there, in the
University Wind Band, met Richard, now
his partner of almost 30 years. Mark plays
the trumpet (still) for Bromyard Wind
Band, and Richard the trombone. These
days, Richard teaches and plays trombone
at Worcester Sixth Form College.
For more than ten years they lived in
Leicester, and then decided to move west
‘for a bit more topography’ – they both
enjoy walking in hills. First, they rented a
house for six months just outside Much
Wenlock, but this involved too much
driving past Birmingham to their work. So
they came south to Whitbourne.
‘After the anonymity of suburban living,
we were slightly apprehensive arriving in
a village community where everyone
seemed to know everyone else. But we
were made so welcome’, says Mark. ‘We
decided that for the first six months, we
would say yes to every request or
invitation we got’, he remembers, ‘and
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within 2 or 3 weeks, we knew more
people here than we ever had in
Leicester’. This was in 2009.

bridges….getting it out to everyone is
important.’

The invitation to take on the parish
magazine came later.
With no prior journalistic experience,
why did he accept it? ‘I thought it was
something I could do’, he says, ‘in my
own time. And a magazine is quite a
useful thing to have in a community,
helping to glue the community together.
It is often the only communication that
everyone gets.’ And what are his hopes
for it? A pause…. ‘Not to make a big
splash’, he finally answers, ‘but to be a
reliable and steady communication,
facilitating community life….building

In such down-time as all this allows,
Mark enjoys running and is part of the
Worcester Black Pears Running Club.
Locally he favours a figure-of-eight
course, taking in not just the main ‘loop’
in Whitbourne, but also another round
Wishmore and Stocking Lane, and adding
in some more mileage towards Tedney if
time allows. And he enjoys maintaining
the garden at home. The garden is
abundant with flowers, and I remark that
I cannot remember seeing grape
hyacinths of such a deep blue. Typically,
Mark gives all credit to the previous
householder, who planted them. Chris
Evans

Mark adds….. As a fluvial
geomorphologist, I specialise
in understanding desert rivers.
This photo, taken during an
undergraduate field trip to the
Mojave Desert in California
(spot the students), shows a
deeply incised landscape on
the flanks of Death Valley. The
dissection is the result of
erosion by running water
during infrequent (typically
once or twice every few years)
and short-lived (typically a few
tens of minutes) rainfall
events. It is one of the
paradoxes of deserts that despite the scarcity of rainfall, water is an extremely effective
agent of erosion - strange as it may seem, a famous dryland geomorphologist once
remarked that in order to understand the landscapes of deserts you have to understand
the forms and processes of their rivers. Dryland rivers also pose many problems of river
management - due to their erosive nature and the large sediment loads, many have
been described as ‘too thick to drink but too thin to plough’. Closer to home, you will
undoubtedly have read of the growing awareness of plastic pollution in the world’s
oceans. It has been estimated that up to 80% of oceanic plastic originates on land and is
routed to the sea through rivers. On-going research is focused on understanding how
fast macroplastics (bags, bottles) travel through river systems.
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Spotlight on Upper Sapey
Sapey Common and Upper Sapey form
the most northerly part of The Parish of
Greater Whitbourne, and in spite of the
lack of shops, buses, Post Office etc. a real
sense of community is growing and using
what facilities we DO have, e.g. the Edith
Silcock Memorial Hall (village hall) and
Olly’s Friendship Room (in Upper Sapey
church), the thriving Baiting House Pub
and the Sapey Golf & Country Club.
If you’re new to Sapey, activities at these
venues are a great way to get to know the
area and perhaps even get involved.
Monthly Friendship Lunches are held at
the Sapey Golf & Country Club restaurant
– contact Revd. Dawn Hyett on 01885
483747 for details and to book a place.
A well-attended Community Meeting was
held in The Baiting House pub on Sunday
5th May to consider and discuss concerns
over the proposed addition of further
holiday lodges to the 9-hole Golf Course
site at Sapey Golf & Country Club. You can
view details of the Planning Application
on the Herefordshire council website,
Application number – 191008
The Mobile Post Office visits Upper Sapey
at Lockhill on Tuesdays from 12:30 to
1:30pm -- “Use it or lose it” as they say!
Di Yarnold (01886 853512) and John Bland
(853661) are still keen to hear from anyone able to act as backup magazine delivers for Sapey Common (50) and Upper
Sapey (100). We really don’t want to miss
a month in case of sickness or holidays!
Upper Sapey Church and Olly's Friendship Room (OFR)
The Upper Sapey Summer Fête will be on
Saturday 7th September from 2pm-5pm
10

at Upper Sapey Church. This will be held
mainly in the churchyard with gazebos
etc. We would be very grateful for help in
manning the stalls or providing and running a game of your own, or any other
ideas that you might have would be very
welcome. We will need help please
setting up on Friday 6th September and
Saturday morning. There will be a BBQ,
tea, cake, raffle and many other stalls as
well as games for ALL ages. It would be
very helpful if you could provide a prize
for the raffle or other stalls. The idea of
the Fête is to provide an opportunity for
members of the Community to meet each
other and have fun. The games are free
and the funds raised are spent for the
benefit of the local Community. So please
note these dates in your diary and come
and join us, it will be lovely to meet you.

Two other dates are the Christmas Fair on
7th December and the Carol Service at
3pm on 8th December 2019 both in Upper Sapey Church and Olly's Friendship
Room. Please contact David Roberts on
01886 853665 to get involved, or to book
OFR for your own use.
Film & Pizza Nights in Olly’s Friendship
Room, Upper Sapey Church, are increasingly popular. The film shows (on the second Monday each month) are free (due to
licensing restrictions) and pizza is at cost,
with further donations always welcome.
The next film is on 10th June 7pm: The
Matrix starring Keanu Reeves, Laurence
Fishburne, Carrie-Anne Moss. Rated ‘15’;
2h 16m long. See advert p. 7.
Coffee & Chat social gatherings happen in
OFR every first Saturday at 11am, often
following a “team meeting” of interested
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parties at 10am. These meetings are
where we discuss and plan activities etc.
relating to OFR and the church, such as
our Summer Fête and Christmas Fair. Why
not come along and GET INVOLVED?
These events work so much better the
more folk are “in”.
The Edith Silcock Memorial Hall (Upper
Sapey Village Hall).

meal. Polly plays guitar and provides an
eclectic choice of music - jazz soul, blues,
rock, musical theatre and acoustic modern pop, so there is something for everyone! Polly’s Facebook page “Polly Edwards Music” will provide you with a taste
of her talent and hopefully encourage you
to come along and have a night of good
music and tasty food. If you’d like to join
us, please contact John Bailey 07891
596429 or Doh Gannon 07527 230712.

Our Sunday lunches continue to prove
popular, the last being held on Sunday 28th April with over 60 guests
POLLY EDWARDS
attending. On offer is a three course
Jazz soul, blues, rock, musical theatre
lunch with three choices for each
course, including vegetarian options.
and acoustic modern pop.
This time our patrons were treated
to a choice of curried parsnip soup,
chicken liver pate or mushroom bruschetta, followed by a choice of
roast turkey, beef & ale casserole or
plum tomato, olive & marjoram tart.
A selection of desserts was also on
offer – bread & butter pudding, apple sponge, seasonal fruit pavlova or Saturday 15 June, Upper Sapey Village Hall
cheese & biscuits. Followed by tea
We will be offering a two course meal (incl.
or coffee and chocolates. Our aim is
vegetarian option), dessert or selection of
to provide a relaxing Sunday aftercheeses
and biscuits, tea and coffee and a bar
noon lunch with good food and a
friendly welcome. All for the reasonAdults £15 Children under 12 £10
able price of £12.50 per adult and
£7.50 for children under 12 yrs old.
Booking essential
Why not come and try it – our next
Please
contact
John Bailey 07891 596429 or
lunch will be Sunday 14th July. Just
contact either John Bailey 07891
Doh Gannon 07527 230712 for more detail and
596429 or Doh Gannon 07527
to book your table
230712 for more information and to
book a table.
As with all village halls we rely on the
On Saturday 15th June, we have Polly
goodwill of local people to help us keep it
Edwards, local singer and song writer,
going. The events where food is provided
performing at the hall and it’s an opportend to be particularly busy and so thank
tunity not to be missed. Tickets are £15
you to those of you who have given up
per head which includes a two course
11
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your time either to help with the preparations or help out on the day with cooking,
serving and clearing up, as without your
help, we could not offer such events. If
you would like to become involved we’d
love to hear from you – we’re grateful for
any help, no matter how small.
We are also considering whether to put
on a skittles night at the hall and so it
would be great to hear from you as to
whether this is something that would interest you. Current thinking is that it
would some light hearted skittles combined with bar facilities and hot food

Sue Jones
People in Whitbourne who remember Sue
Jones will be sad to learn that she died on
the 5th of March at Cannock Chase,
where she and Dai had moved to be near
their daughter, Sharon.
Sue was a Londoner and rural life at
Pennyacre must have seemed very different, when they settled in the cottage
where his family had lived for generations. When he bought part of Rook Hill
Wood, she helped him transform it into a
haven for wildlife as well as looking after the Glebe Nature Reserve next to it along Bottom
Lane.

along the lines of hot dogs and burgers. It
would be great to hear if this is something
you would support as we can then work
out whether to include this in our schedule of events.
If of interest, we would also be willing to
put on a quiz night, cheese & wine evening, bright & breezy breakfasts on occasions too, so if these are also of interest,
just let us know as it will help us to plan
events that match what you want to see.

Any enquiries or views, please contact
John Bailey, Doh Gannon or Di Yarnold
(07814 142809). John Bland

for many years as a Magistrate. She was
strong-minded and prepared to stand up
for what she knew to be right, whether
the legalities of raffles and licences or the
training of dogs. Tuggy, her rescue collie,
was soon walking to heel and waited patiently while she stopped for a chat in the
lane.
Dai left his strip of Rook Hill Wood to Herefordshire Nature Trust to join up with
the Glebe and anyone can still enjoy a
short walk round the wood, bright with
bluebells in Spring. Andrew Kneen

Orchids were Sue’s passion; natives flourished in the garden and
spectacular tropical specimens
bloomed indoors. One often won
the house plant class in the Flower Show, and even Best in Show.
Sue was an active member of
Whitbourne Church and served
12
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What’s been happening at the shop?
The past month has seen the Easter prize draw and St George’s day, not to mention lots
of promotions and a spring clean. You might have noticed the Two Farmers crisps on
Countryfile – the bags are compostable! Hopefully you’ll all agree that the shop site is
looking great at the moment, especially the allotments. The first thing that visitors see
as they arrive in Whitbourne is the allotment area and the brightly decorated shop front
so let’s hope this gives them a positive first impression of our village. The annual shop
spring clean took place a few weeks ago and all the windows, chillers and floors have
had a good scrub.

Easter prize
draw
Many of you will have
seen the giant Easter
egg on display in the
two weeks prior to
Easter, which was won
by Ann Roberts. We all
know that there are no
calories in chocolate
when it is won as a
raffle prize so let’s hope
Ann and her family
enjoyed it. Robert and Sarah Lane

CHAUFFEUR SERVICE
Professional, friendly prompt service
Competitive prices to and from any
UK airport, business meeting,
sporting event

Contact Richard
07990552531
13

rkhill2014@outlook.com
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Our Man in the Moone
The story of The Man in the Moone by
Francis Godwin, Bishop of Hereford.
Rewritten by Liz Kershaw with an
additional imagined narrative.

Part 4 of 12
From his bed chamber window, Bishop
Godwin can see an orchard to the west,
beyond the kitchen garden. The apple
blossom has faded now, and Godwin
knows the fruit will be forming, small
nuggets of green flourishing under the
English sun. His St Helena had no apples –
there was no need to dream them when
he has made his home in a county of
orchards. He has told his household that
he is tired and needs a rest from the heat
of the day, but he is becoming a
dissembler as his skill at the telling of
fables grows. In truth, Gonsales is calling
him for how can the little Spanish
traveller voyage on without Godwin’s
imagination to conjure his path? They are
becoming intertwined, these two, and
when Godwin looks in his glass he feels
surprise to see the greying English face of
an old man.
The Man in the Moone by Francis Godwin
Our Captain gave direction to run
aground on Tenerife saying that he
preferred to save some of our lives and
some of the goods and lose the rest,
rather than surrender and commit all to
the mercy of the enemy.
14

The sea was high, and I knew that the
coast was full of hidden rocks so that our
vessel could not hope to come near land
before being torn into fragments. I tried
to persuade the Captain to try the mercy
of the enemy rather than lose his own life
and those of so many brave men. He
would not listen, and so I decided I had to
shift for myself.
I concealed my jewels in my sleeve,
harnessed the Gansas to my engine and
climbed onto it, trusting (as indeed it
happily fell out) that when the ship split
my birds would not wait for their white
sheet signal and would think to save their
own lives and take off towards the land.
When the carrack struck a rock and split, I
loosened my birds’ reins and at the shock
of the impact they all rose and carried me
to land on the Island of Tenerife.
Now, I had pitched upon that part of the
island where
their famous
high mountain
El Pico begins
to rise, and the
slopes of this
country are
inhabited by a
savage kind of
people. Hours
after my
landing, they
spied me, and,
thinking me a
great prize,

June 2019

made for me as fast as they could bearing
long staves and weapons. Dear Reader, I
knew that they were intent on cutting me
into a thousand pieces.
I spied a white cliff on the side of the
mountain which I hoped my Gansas might
see as a signal and take off towards so
that I might escape, so as quickly as I
could, I put myself back on my engine and
loosed the reins of the Gansas and they
all took off in one direction. But what
then? Prick up your ears, prepare yourself
to listen to the strangest chance that ever
fell to any mortal man!
My Gansas, like so many horses with the
bit between their teeth, made not
towards the cliff I’d aimed at but took me
to the top of El Pico – some fifteen
leagues above the level of the sea. When
we set down, my poor Gansas fell to
panting and blowing and gasping for
breath so that I was afraid they might die.
I thought it best to not trouble them for a
while and had no notion of what would
follow.
It was now the season that these Gansas
were wont to take their flight away for
the winter and I realised later that they
must have been mindful of their usual
voyage. As I prepared to unharness them
they rose up, and having no higher place
from the mountain top to make toward,
to my unspeakable fear and amazement
they struck bolt upright – and never left
soaring up and up for the space of one
whole hour. Towards the end of this time
I saw that they were labouring less and
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less until – O incredible thing! – they
stopped moving their wings but remained
in the air as steady as if they were on so
many perches. The reins slackened, but
neither the engine nor I moved at all,
merely stayed still as if we had no manner
of weight. I found then by this experience
that which no philosopher had ever
dreamed of: that those things that we call
‘heavy’ do not sink towards the centre of
the Earth but rather are drawn by a
secret property of the globe of the Earth,
just as lodestone draws iron. This was
indeed a wonderful thing to know, but, O
Reader, what magic there was to come!
My Gansas stayed unmoving without the
support of anything other than the air but
were still carried swiftly along – and I
could not tell whether it was upward,
downward or sidelong: all seemed the
same. The swiftness of the motion almost
stopped my breath: If I were to liken it to
an arrow shot from a bow, or a stone cast
down from a high tower it would come
vastly short of it. Truly, I must confess
that the horror and amazement of that
place was such that if I had not been
armed with a true noble Spanish courage
and resolution, I would certainly have
died of fright!
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Whitbourne Garden Society
Summer begins on June 21st, so the days
should now be warmer and you’ll be
enjoying the long evenings in the garden.
With plenty of salad crops ready to pick,
summer raspberries and strawberries
now ripening, a vase of flowers for the
table, you’re ready to enjoy an alfresco
meal with family and friends.
However, it’s not all relaxing; June’s also
the month for energetic growing – both
plants and weeds alike, so continue to
hoe around the flower beds and
vegetable plot, tie in climbers to prevent
damage, and remove faded flowers to
encourage a new flush of blooms
especially on repeat flowering roses.
Water regularly all newly planted young
plants, keeping an eye on summer tubs
and baskets which can quickly dry out.
How to make good compost
Now the garden is full of growth and the
lawn is being cut regularly, there’s plenty
of material available for composting.
Here’s a few tips that may help to reap
rewards a little quicker.
1.Fill your compost bin with a reasonably
equal volume of grass, shrub prunings, old
flower stems and shredded paper.
2. Keep the compost bin moist, the
contents should hold together, but not
drip water when you squeeze a handful.
3. If you want compost fast (10 weeks)
turn the contents of your bin once a
week. Perhaps turning monthly is more
realistic for most of us!
4. When you add grass cuttings, adding a
shovel full of soil is also said to speed up
the composting process.
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Of course, if your compost heap is just too
big to even consider turning, why not
build a couple of smaller ones that are
manageable and put the trial to test. We
look forward to hearing if you have good
results! Jill Studer
What’s been going on ? At the end of
April, on a very chilly day we held a seed,
seedling and plant swap at Moseley Bank,
the home of Kim and Andy Cunningham
who not only plied all-comers with a
welcome hot cup of tea or coffee and
biscuits, but also invited visitors to tour
their garden with its series of lawned
terraces and beds filled with a wide
variety of plants and shrubs, also a
vegetable area neatly set in enclosures
lined with box hedging.
Our talk on 7th May by Rosemary Winnall,
M.B.E. entitled “A Garden for Wildlife”
was really great. We were treated to
pictures showing a superb range of
flowers, planted for the seasons to
provide nectar for all sorts of insects,
combined with incredible close-up photos
of many beetles, bees and butterflies that
feed on the flowers; also amphibians and
birds and a few wild animals all spotted in
her garden and adjacent field.
We have had to postpone our “Open
Gardens day” until next year, however on
Sunday 9th June from 11am – 6pm, a
selection of 12 gardens will be open in
and around Alfrick. (Combined admission
to all gardens £5.) To help overcome the
disappointment of the Open Gardens, we
have arranged an evening visit to Field
Farm, Knighton-on-Teme on Tuesday 23rd
July. Noel Knight.
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When Westminster came to Whitbourne
Many of you will know that
the posh Westminster
public school evacuated to
Bromyard to escape the
bombing in London during
the second world war. In
fact my uncle, C H Fisher, a
maths teacher at the
school, and whose family
lived in Thornbury north of
Bromyard, found the sites
and organised the move.
The main site was
Buckenhill but they also
used Clater, Fernies and
Whitbourne Hall. Recently
Dr Corcoran talked to the
Bromyard History Society
about evacuees in
Bromyard and this got me
going on my own little bit
of research.
The school naturally
organised many activities
for the boys and these
included cross-country
running, which involved
running across Bringsty
Common. So we must
imagine the young Tony
Benn (or Anthony
Wedgwood Benn as he
was, son of Viscount
Stansgate) and a pupil at
the school, running along
the ridge and up to the
Jubilee in the winter mud.

archive of their magazine,
The Elizabethan and, as a
resident of Bringsty
Common (half in
Whitbourne, half in Linton),
I carried out an idle search
on “Bringsty” and this
produced the amazing
information that, to this
day, their annual crosscountry relay race is called
The Bringsty Relay! Here
are some brief extracts
from The Elizabethan:
1942: Home Guard. Last
term we had night
operations with the
Whitbourne Detachment
and this term we have had
a combined exercise on
Bringsty and an eventful
Saturday night camp at
Orleton followed by a
running fight over the
sixteen miles home.
1944: Home Guard. Since
our last notes we have had
two nocturnal exercises ;

1946: Athletics. The
Bringsty nine mile relay
race was held on
Wimbledon Common over a
course selected for its
irregularities to simulate
the original course on
Bringsty Common.
2016: The Bringsty Relays
were as keenly contested as
ever, with Wren’s emerging
victorious after also
winning the Juniors race, a
strong Busby’s quartet
winning the Seniors and
College the Girls.
Tom Fisher

Westminster School at Buckenhill.

Now Westminster School
has a brilliant online
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one in the orchard by a
waning moon, the other at
full moon and in heavy rain,
between Badley Wood and
Bringsty. Both provided
useful experience, and
showed the necessity for
frequent practice in night
operations, in order to
combine speed with
effectiveness.
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Visit of Friends from Clifton Road Mosque
Thirteen friends from the Clifton Road
Mosque arrived from Birmingham in a
minibus, Saturday, May 4th. They came
by a ‘scenic’ route courtesy of satnav, to
be greeted at Whitbourne Church by 35
from the village and from the Stanford
History Society (SHS).
They bundled inside the church for
introductions, afternoon prayers in the
North aisle and tea, in no discernible
order but in the friendliest atmosphere
imaginable. The catering throughout the
afternoon (and, in truth, a lot of the
programme as well) was masterminded
by Ann Roberts.
We were called to order by Alan Stuttard
of the SHS, who explained how the event
had grown out of a visit to the mosque a
year ago by members of the SHS. Dawn
Hyett, Brenda Allan, Liz Kershaw, Bob
Barnsley and I then did short
presentations about the building, the
bells, the Man in the Moone, the
Community Shop and the church’s history
respectively, with lively questions and
answers. I was
impressed by
the natural
exchanges of
questions from
Muslim to
Christian and
from Christian
to Muslim about
how we can all
serve people in
our
communities
better.
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Sheikh Mohamed Amin Evans (no
relation!) replied, and in doing so handed
over to Dawn a donation to church funds.
He also spontaneously bought a share in
the Village Shop from Bob Barnsley.
More tea followed, plus sandwiches and
cakes (many thanks to all those who
provided them), and conversations going
on in all directions. “I never knew why
they were called ‘Protestants’”, “Can you
come to ‘Iftar’ (a Muslim feast) in
Birmingham?”, and so on. Dawn then led
a service of Evening Prayer, until finally a
group photo and back to Birmingham in
the minibus.
A message of thanks to Dawn Hyett from
the visiting group said, “It was a pleasure
to meet the congregation and your
presentations were most interesting and
illuminating. We all learned a lot. …
Please convey our kindest regards to
everyone who was there.”
This didn’t feel at all like a meeting
between two groups of strangers. Chris
Evans
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Whitbourne Fête News
The Committee
Kate Lack [Chairperson], Noëlle Wilson [Treasurer],
Stuart Andrews, Rachel Freeman, Ruth Lyon,
Steve Symonds, Tiggy Tonks and Chris Wier.
Please do not hesitate to contact any of the committee with your
ideas, suggestions or contributions. We meet every month and aim to keep you updated
regularly through this page.

Don’t be alarmed by the
Viking Encampment!
Stalls include:















Teas
Barbecue (meat/veggie)
Bar
Ice Creams
Books; Plants
Household
Children’s Toys
Treasure Island
Skittles
Hook a Duck
Welly Wanging
Face Painting
Bottle Raffle
Animal Corner

Grand Prize Draw 1) A
Please park in Geoff’s
field (next to Bannercroft) as signposted.
Tombola Stall – we still need items
(Ruth 01886 821646).
Still required: plants, household items,
books (phone Chris 07791 734349) to
arrange collection.
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day’s hire of a Morgan Car;
2) £50 Pub Meal Voucher; 3)
Tour of Oliver’s Cider makers for
4 people. There are also seven other prizes.

It’s cake time!

We need
cakes, big or small, any shape or
flavour, even “gluten free”! Also,
chutneys and “homemade”
jams! Anything you make or bake will be
much appreciated for the Fête produce
stall. Bring to the stall on 6th July, or ring
Averil Pickering on 822201 beforehand .
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Birds, Bugs and Beasts :
The Nature Notes Page
Climate Crisis, Cuckoos and What Can
We Do . . .

cycle, someone kills him. Typical Homo
‘un’ sapiens.

I was going to write about Comma
butterflies this month, but other events
have got in the way. First there was David
Attenborough (again); then a remarkable
teenager called Greta; and dozens of
demonstrations all round the world;
some remarkable local election results;
and then I heard news about the cuckoo
called Selborne.

The new United Nations Global
Assessment Report is hugely important –
450 experts collaborated on it, and all
member states at least say they accept it.
It is very clear. One example: 10% of
known insects are facing extinction, and
numbers have halved since 1980,
including many pollinators (cost
estimated at £440 billion p.a. in
worldwide crop loss).

You may remember from earlier articles
that this bird was fitted with a tiny GPS
Some things need government action. But
tracking device in 2016, one of a dozen
ultimately we are responsible. We can
being monitored to find reasons for the
make a difference. We must: our house
catastrophic decline in cuckoo numbers.
really is on fire.
Since then he has been followed on two
We can use recycled paper for lots of
complete migration circuits, from the
things. Minimise one-use plastic, with
New Forest down to Central Africa and
boxes not freezer bags or cling film, and
back. This year, he flew over the Gulf of
swap to bio-degradable carrier bags. Try
Guinea (deeper than when he first saw it
‘green’ slug pellets or eggshells – slugs
– because of ice-melt), and right over
are food for hedgehogs, and for
the Sahara (getting drier and
many birds in dry weather. Maybe
wider), and arrived safely in a
choose wool, linen or cotton
warm southern Spain on 3rd
(preferably organic), not
April. Next day, he crested a
R.I.P.
synthetic fleeces. Cut out
ridge – and was shot dead.
herbicides like glyphosate,

CUCKOO
I think the research team
which despite the blurb on the
would have preferred
packet does get into the soil,
Selborne to be taken by a bird
does enter the food chain – we
of prey. But the fact that his tracking
already have some in our bodies. And
device emitted further weak signals as it
switch to environmental cleaning
moved to a nearby town, suggests
products – our own Community Shop
otherwise. How classic. This bird, like a
sells plant-based, eco-sensitive ones, in
canary in a mine, was giving us vital
100% recycled bottles. Not huge changes,
information about climate change,
but a very good place to start. Kate Lack
desertification and the behaviour of
complex ecosystems; 890 miles short of
completing his third recorded migration
20
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All-age Puzzles Page
John Bland says “This is my fifth Children’s/Puzzles page, and
time for something different. There is a coded message that
follows. I wonder if you can solve it.” Solutions on Page 28.
Coded “Fifth Column” message:
It uses a Caesar Shift Cypher (huh? look it up on the internet).
The alphabet to help you (as if you didn’t know):
A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z

Here’s the message:
AVOCZM’N YVT DN V XZGZWMVODJI CJIJPMDIB
AVOCZMN VIY XZGZWMVODIB AVOCZMCJJY. DO DN
XZGZWMVOZY JI OCZ OCDMY NPIYVT DI EPIZ.
Spot the differences in this Father’s Day picture.
Can you find the 17 differences in these two pictures?
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News from Longlands
The Foster Carer’s story
When he first came to live
with me, he was a very
disaffected kid. Full of talk
and bravado, but no real
substance behind it: he
felt that he was nothing.
He’d never had a proper
education – at fourteen he
struggled with reading.
He came to Longlands
twice a week for eighteen
months, and he engaged
with it from the start: the
driving, horse-riding,
working with animals – he
loved being good at it. So
it really changed his
perception of himself.

What would I do if
Longlands were not
available?
The reality is that there is
no other provision
available that is as
effective. Because it
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doesn’t just cover the
practical skills, but you’ve
got the maths and English
as well. So if Longlands
wasn’t here they would be
pretending to get an
education in a pupil
referral unit, or not doing
anything. A lot of places
are ticking boxes, but
they’re just containment
units, and that’s really sad.
What difference will the
roundhouse make?
Well, it’s a fantastic piece
of architecture, isn’t it?
The space and the light
that it will have. Just as
you come up the drive it
will be a draw – it’s
something unusual. Plus
knowing that they were
involved in creating it as
well – that’s important.
And being wood, it’s very
grounding: it’s good for
the soul.
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A lot of these kids have
never been exposed to
anything that’s uplifting. I
try to get them to
experience more than just
a little gang hanging
around on street corners,
or a house which has lots
of violence or abuse in it –
I joined English Heritage
and National Trust, and I
try and take them to new
experiences, I go to music
festivals. And beauty is a
big part of that. So the
roundhouse is the same:
it’s beautiful, and it’s
uplifting, and they know
it’s theirs.
This lad has moved on
now, but he is very
positive about Longlands,
and still thinks of the place
very, very fondly.
As told to Paul Lack:
anonymity has been
preserved.

Longlands Care Farm Open Day
Crowds of people, including lots of
children, attended our open day on Easter
Monday.
Megan and Faye painted dozens of
children in an array of designs from
unicorns to Easter bunnies. Many of those
children went on to be adorned with a
‘Haylo’ made with Rosie and Kathryn
(haylos are made from twisted strands of
hay entwined with flowers).
Aston and her gang looked after the
stalwart team of RDA ponies giving pony
rides – apparently the highlight of the day
for many children.
Sue and co masterminded an Easter egg
hunt in the arboretum amongst the
daffodils.
We anticipated running 4 tractor and
trailer rides round the farm, with Tim,
Lara and Ollie, to see lambs and calves.
Demand was so high that the ride was
shortened and 7 or 8 rides took place.

Andy, Sally, Tess and Maddi did a sterling
job manning the refreshments ; the queue
for the home made lamb burgers never
got any shorter, and cake and scone
supplies just held out.
It was beautiful weather and a lovely day
all round. We raised £1850 towards the
Roundhouse building fund. On the day Liz
and Julian sold sponsored bales @ £25 a
bale.
Thank you to everyone who came along
to support us. You can find out more
about Longlands at
www.longlandsfarm.org.uk

With the Roundhouse under construction
the site is
frankly a
building site,
and our existing
office and
meeting rooom
is a portacabin –
a functional
eyesore.
Nonetheless the
team have
spent many
hours of
discussion and
planning how
the site will be
23

developed,
and it is
steadily
taking shape.
Stuart and
Mark were
on hand to
talk people through the plans.

Julia Evans
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Church Services (Liturgical colours)
nd

Sunday 2 June – Seventh of Easter (White)
9.30am Morning Praise at Whitbourne
11am Holy Communion at Upper Sapey
Wednesday 5TH June – 9.30am Morning Prayer at Whitbourne
Sunday 9th June – Pentecost; Whit Sunday (Red)
9.30am Holy Communion at Whitbourne
2.30pm Baptism at Tedstone Delamere.
Wednesday 12th June - 9.30am Morning Prayer at Tedstone Delamere
Sunday 16th June – Trinity Sunday (Gold or White)
9.30am Holy Communion at Whitbourne
11am Holy Communion at Tedstone Delamere
3pm Holy Communion at Edvin Loach
Wednesday 19th June 9.30am Morning Prayer at Upper Sapey
Sunday 23rd June – Whitbourne Patronal Festival* (St John the Baptist) (White)
9.30am Holy Communion at Whitbourne
Wednesday 26th June 9.30am Morning Prayer at Edvin Loach
Sunday 30th June – Trinity 2 (Green)
10am Holy Communion at Edvin Loach
Wednesday 3rd July - 9.30am Morning Prayer at Whitbourne
Sunday 7th July – Trinity 3 (Green)
9.30am Morning Worship with old LMDG** Farewell/Thanksgiving &
new LMDG Commissioning at Whitbourne (with Rev’d John Daniels)
11am Holy Communion at Upper Sapey
Please check the parish website (www.whitbourne.org.uk) for last minute changes.
Edvin Loach: St Mary, HR7 4PW; Tedstone Delamere: St James, HR7 4PS; Upper Sapey:
St Michael & All Angels, WR6 6XR: Whitbourne: St John the Baptist, WR6 5RS
Interim Minister—Revd Dawn Hyett, 01885 483747; dawnhyett@hotmail.com

* St John the Baptist Patronal Festival. A special opportunity for the whole Greater
Parish to gather together at a service focussed on this key person in Jesus’ life. At this
service, the simple wooden Parish Cross is passed on to Whitbourne Church by
representatives of Upper Sapey church for safe keeping until Tedstone Delamere’s
Patronal Festival on 21st July.
**LMDG – The Local Ministry Development Group. This “Lay Team” is being renewed
this month, after four years of dedicated service supporting the clergy, preparing and
leading worship etc. At the service on 7th July we all have a chance to express our
appreciation of the team’s contributions to the life of the Parish of Greater Whitbourne.
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Broadwas Croquet Club
Broadwas Croquet Club is hoping to
attract some new recruits. With nearly 60
members, four full size lawns and one
half lawn we are a vibrant and friendly
club with a thriving social and
competitive calendar. Croquet is played
at all levels (from informal social games
to internal competitions and league
games) and we also play golf and bowls.

Conquest Theatre
www.conquest-theatre.co.uk
01885 488575
Films
June 7 Mary Poppins Returns U 7.30 pm

Live on Stage

Gentle exercise but strong on skill and
strategy, croquet is a game for all. So why
not give it a try? Just turn up on a
Tuesday or Friday from about 1.30pm
(flat soled shoes essential). We have all
the equipment to get started or ring
Stuart Smith, 01886 853311 (for
Tuesdays) or Chris Croft, 01886 821664
(for Fridays) for more information. First
session is FREE so come and have a go.
Our address is Broadwas Sports
Assocition Croquet Lawns, Stoney Ley,
Broadwas on Teme, WR6 5NG.

June 20/21/22 Conquest Productions - Canary
Girls 7.30 pm Dramatic telling of the women
who worked in the munitions factory at
Rotherwas during the war.

Bromyard Post Office & Photo Shop

June 15 Bitesize Ballet Tortoise and the Hare
(suitable pre- school children) 3 pm

June 14 Folk in the Foyer - Frank Burkitt Band
with Becka Wolfe 7.30 pm

Screenings
June 4 Exhibition on Screen Van Gogh &
Japan 7 pm
June 5 RSC Taming of the Shrew 7 pm

June 8 Take That Greatest Hits 8 pm
June 11 ROH Romeo & Juliet 7.15 pm

June 25 The Merry Wives of Windsor 7.20 pm
Download the FujiFilm Imagine app & turn
your photos into beautiful prints & photo gifts!

Use the store code Bromyard Post Office
Use the imagine app to order photos &
photo gifts, & then call in at your leisure
to collect, or go to our to our desktop site

www.bromyardpostoffice.co.uk
You will find a great range of stationery,
Post & Pack, cards, frames, memory &
storage, phone accessories & much more
in store.
Our friendly team will be happy to assist.

June 27 NT Live Small Island 7 pm
June 30 Glyndebourne Cinderella 5.30 pm
All films and screenings shown in full HD
with surround sound. Full disabled
facilities including loop system. Free
parking after 6 pm
New for this season, children's films &
screenings
Box office open Wednesday & Saturday
mornings 10.30 to 12.30
Costume hire by appointment

6 Church Street, Bromyard HR74DP
01885 482201/489005
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Whitbourne Parish Council Meeting Notes
st

The 1 May Parish Council meeting saw
the departure of four long-serving
Councillors – Anne Evans; John Walker;
Jerry Cummins; Maureen Williams – and
the advent of two new faces, Chris Wier
and Sally Knowles. It was also the
occasion of my first ever Parish Council
meeting – purely as an interested
member of the public.

Worcester desperate to turn right but are
prevented by the fact that all the turn-offs
until ours have weight limits. The poor
drivers swing right by the Wheatsheaf and
then get stuck. Or present a hazard. Or
create noise. So, a weight limit of 7.5
tonnes has been suggested. Good idea …
all other potential right turns before
Bromyard had better watch out.

And I was really interested in the business
of the evening – it’s a privilege to be able
to witness the governance of a place in
action so transparently. Apart from
routine financial and planning
amendment issues, the discussion
covered the following issues:

Village Hall. Is struggling for committee
members, especially as the Chairman is
resigning . I’m sure someone out there
must fancy the job??

The Playing Fields. As Andrew Kneen
mentioned in his piece on the Parish
Council meeting last month, for various
reasons the Playing Fields Committee is
about to be reduced to two – not enough
to oversee the perennial fund-raising
needed or the maintenance. The Parish
Council can take over the latter, but as it’s
not a charity, not the former – and
money, lots of money, will be needed to
replace or repair the equipment. The
Parish Council will be voting next meeting
on whether to fund the annual insurance
charge BUT without new committee
members to help find funds, the days of
the equipment are numbered. Surely
someone out there can spend a few hours
a year helping the playing fields to stay
open as a village amenity? The crisis is
made worse by the Safari Supper having
so few takers this year – the Safari Supper
being the major fundraiser.
Weight limit signs. Apparently, HGV
drivers are trundling along the A44 from
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The Wheatsheaf – as it was called until
half the letters dropped off. A planning
application is in which will halt any repairs
- and as it is understood that the Planning
Officer has objected to the application,
this issue is not going to be resolved any
time soon. Watch this space … as indeed it
might be a space if a lorry fails to turn
right correctly and knocks it down.
And finally, on the subject of pubs. The
potential new landlord of The Live and Let
Live is keen to change the name to avoid
confusion with the other L &LL on the
common. Suggestions from the village are
welcome … some made on the night
were: The Inn at Whitbourne (or
Whitbourne Inn), The Whitbourne Arms –
although apparently we don’t have a coat
of arms – The Live at Whitbourne, The
Olde Live (or, I suppose, Newe Live,
depending on which has the longest
heritage). Any more thoughts, anyone?
Thank you to all our Parish Councillors,
and other village committee members, for
doing such an excellent job. I recommend
attending a PC meeting and seeing their
hard work at first hand. Liz Kershaw
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Useful information

Herefordshire Council 01432 260000
Upper Sapey Village Hall 853512
Worcestershire Council 01905 763763
Whitbourne Village Hall bookings
(email whitbournevhall@gmail.com)
Police – West Mercia 0300 3333000
Clifton-upon-Teme Village Hall 812464
Whitbourne Village Shop 821867
Clifton Upon Teme Village Stores 812303
Tiblands Nursery School 821394
Live and Let Live (Bringsty) 821462

(all numbers 01886 except where stated)

Live and Let Live (Whitbourne) 822276
Knightwick Surgery 821279
Great Witley Surgery 01299 896788
Clifton-Upon-Teme Primary School
812258
Nunwell Surgery, Bromyard 01885
483412
Bromyard Town Council 01885 482825
Saltmarshe & District Hall 853512

Whitbourne Estate

Yoga for a healthy
body & mind

proudly presents

Oddsocks

Whitbourne Village Hall
Wednesdays 6:15pm til
7:45pm
£10 per class

A Midsummer Night’s
Dream

Josianne
07779 789 899
www.josiannemartin.yoga

July 25th
@7.30pm

Looking ahead

30 years of mad, inspired fun!
“Brilliant”… “Don’t Miss”
Worcester Evening News
“If laughing makes you
younger…I am ten years
younger.” Malvern Resident
“Madcap, hilarious, inspirational
and sold out all week.” The
News, Portsmouth

Tickets :

0774 7031701
www.oddsocks.co.uk

Early birds: £15(adult)/£10(child)
July 18th onwards: £18(adult)/£12(child)

14th July Sunday Lunch at Edith Silcock
Memorial Hall, Upper Sapey. Further details from John Bailey 07891 596429 or
Doh Gannon 07527 230712.
7th Sept Upper Sapey Summer Fête,
2pm-5pm, Upper Sapey Church
12th Oct Harvest Supper at Edith Silcock
Memorial Hall, Upper Sapey.
7th Dec Christmas Fair, Upper Sapey
Church and Olly's Friendship Room.
8th Dec Carol Service, 3pm, Upper Sapey
Church and Olly's Friendship Room.

27

June 2019

ADVERTISING DIRECTORY

Advertising opportunities and rates

Index
29 Animals and pets
31-31 Building services (surveying,
groundworks)
31 Cars
31 Catering
32 Education
32 Funeral services
32 – 34 Garden services (tree surgeons)
34 Going out (cafés, pubs, theatre)
34-35 Hobbies, Health and beauty
35-41 Home (bathroom, kitchen &
conservatory, chimney sweep,
cleaning, computers & TV,
drainage, heating, interior design,
painting & decorating, pest control,
plumbing, electrical, carpentry,
security, window cleaning)
42 Shopping
42 Taxis
42 Travel

Advertisements are intended for local
service providers, retailers and clubs and
should comply with the ethos of the
Magazine.
Annual advertising rates are £75 and £40 for
quarter and eighth page adverts
respectively.
Other advertising opportunities are
available - full details at
www.whitbourne.org.uk/AdGuide.pdf
The Magazine cannot be held responsible
for goods or services advertised herein.
Enquiries to the Editor, Mark Powell, 01886
821121 parish.magazine@yahoo.co.uk

Solutions for the Puzzle Page
To decode the message, you need to move each letter forward along the alphabet (ABC…
XYZAB..) by five places, ignoring punctuation and spaces.
Father's Day is a celebration honouring fathers and celebrating fatherhood. It is
celebrated on the third Sunday in June.
17 picture differences:
Smoking chimney; Curtain rail; Curtain hem; Flower centres; Cat’s whiskers; Cat’s tail;
Flower vase; Tree in window view; Boy’s curly hair; Gift label; Gift ribbon; Dad’s nose; Boy’s
trouser stripe; Girl’s shoe toes; Boy’s shoe soles; Armchair arm; Dad’s fingernails.
Please email john@jcbland.f9.co.uk with any comments on the puzzle pages (too easy/hard/
boring, suggestions…)
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PUSSY CAT CATTERY
www.pussycatcattery.co.uk






Idyllic peaceful location
Built and run to FAB specifications
Individually heated, safe and secure
Units with covered outside run
Viewings welcome

Amanda Wills, Seville Cottage,
Suckley WR6 5EQ. Tel 01886 884867

LUXURY CATTERY

Phone Lesley on 01886 821154
New, luxury cattery set in beautiful
countryside. Run by genuine cat lover
Fully licensed and insured
All chalets have heated bedrooms and
spacious play runs

Kitty’s Cattery

Special needs and diets catered for

Coronation Cottage, Broadwas, Worcester, WR6 5NT
www.kittyscattery.co.uk

 Approved member of the Royal
College of Veterinary Surgeons
Practice Standards Scheme

JULIET TWINBERROW

 Purpose built small animal facility

BVM&S, MRCV

 24 hr emergency service with our
own vets

PROVIDING A MOBILE
VETERINARY SERVICE
FOR ALL YOUR PETS
01886 821408
07772 799754

www.housevet.co.uk
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Kings Arms Yard, Bromyard
Herefordshire HR7 4EE
Tel. 01885 488822
www.bromyardvets.co.uk
bromyardvets@btinternet.com
The Vets: Martin Flamank (BVetMed MRCVS ) :
Sandie Weeks-Gibbard (BVSc MRCVS) : KellyBryant-Jefferies BVSc MRCVS

June 2019

Topographical Surveys and Aerial
Photography by CAA Registered PfCO
and Fully Insured Drone Pilot based in
Whitbourne.
For a competitive quote email in first
instance roger@graphsurveys.co.uk
or phone Roger Dixon 07973 381362

M J Read (Contractors) Ltd.
With over 35 years of experience, our family run
business prides itself on the quality of our
workmanship.













Building and Groundworks
 New builds, extensions &
renovations

excavator mounted shape saw head
site clearance
groundworks
pond and pool construction
mini digger hire
sewerage treatment plants
plant hire
driveways
drainage
demolition
concrete breaker
foundations

 Kitchens & bathrooms
 Driveways & patios
 Landscaping

 Drainage
COMPETITIVE RATES

***NEW...we can now offer an excavator mounted saw
head as a quick and easy way to reshape overgrown
hedges and branches.

Contact Martin for a detailed quote on
07973 795292 / 01885 488355
mjreadcontractors@outlook.com
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MAS (Bromyard) Ltd
Smeeths, Whitbourne WR6 5RP
Tel. 01886 821514 | Paul 07789 001347
Simon 07900 221409
simon@mas-bromyard.co.uk
www.mas-bromyard.co.uk

GRAPH SURVEY PARTNERSHIP

Land and Engineering Surveying Services
Civil Engineering Setting Out, Topographical
Surveys, Volumetric Analysis, Establishing Control
Networks, Data Preparation, 3D Machine Guidance
and Instrument Hire. All teams carry Robotic EDM,
GPS and precise levelling functionality.
Tel 07973 381362 / 07885 203875
www.graphsurveys.co.uk
8 Heathbrook Avenue, Wall Heath, West Midlands,
DY6 0ER

MAS Bromyard Ltd
Impact Moling
Home of unique traditionally handcrafted log buildings
and structure. Round Wood guarantees top quality
craftsmanship with exceptional attention to detail

Fast and efficient way to install
Pipes, cables and fibre optic ducts
with minimal disruption to the
surrounding surfaces.

Contact Us
T: 01886 821945 M: 07969 704683
E: tom@round-wood.co.uk W: www.round-wood.co.uk

Trench work also carried out
Competitive rates
Call Simon 07900221409

Bromyard Tyres &
Service Centre

Woodhouse Landscapes
DESIGN AND BUILD
Alistair Woodhouse ND Hort
Hill Cross Barn Tedstone Delamere
Bromyard HR7 4PR
07813 156010
alistair@woodhouselandscapes.co.uk
www.woodhouselandscapes.co.uk

Tel 01885 489199
www.bromyardtyres.com
Full diagnostic service
available

! Good Eating !

Sales Service & Repairs
CARS & LIGHT COMMERCIALS

Outside catering for any occasion

COLLECTION & DELIVERY SERVICE
COURTESY CARS AVAILABLE

Parties, Weddings, Receptions, Funeral teas
Garden marquee and Mr Whippy ice cream machine
available to hire
Very competitive rates : Excellent service
Janet Rogers (01885) 482392
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Clifton-upon-Teme

Early Years
Centre
Offering quality childcare and pre-school
educations for 0-5 year olds
Open 7.30am - 6.00pm
Experienced qualified staff
Flexible hours
Ofsted registered
Nursery Education Grants available
Also offering job opportunities for professional,
committed staff looking for support in their
career development

For further details, please call
Andrea Brittain on 01886 812380
The Village, Clifton-upon-Teme, Worcs WR6 6DE

Best of British Ground
Maintenance & Garden Services
Makers of Beautiful Gardens

Domestic & commercial
Border maintenance, Grass cutting, Hedge
trimming, All year lawn care, Weed treatment, Fertilizing & Nourishment
We pride ourselves on a very high standard
of all work at competitive prices. Whether
you require regular maintenance or just a
helping hand to get you on your way to a
beautiful garden we can help.

Free no obligation quotation
5 Nash Close, Martley, Worcester,
WR6 6PY
Phone: 01886 889070; Mob:07983351634
E-mail: bestofbritish1958@gmail.com
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To advertise in this space
email the Editor
parish.magazine@yahoo.co.uk

Bromyard Garden Machinery
Tel 01885 489199
www.bromyardgardenmachinery.com

Only £40 for the year.

Sales Service & Repairs
on all makes of machinery

Old Mill Tree Surgery

COLLECTION & DELIVERY SERVICE

Professional Tree Surgeon
All Tree Surgery Work : Tree Felling & Removal
Hedge Trimming : Garden Maintenance
Domestic & Commercial

Tel: 01905 748931
Mob: 07415 967160

Chris Treuttens

* Garden and Landscape Services *
Including traditional
DRY STONE WALLING & HEDGELAYING

Telephone 07789 062450
HUGH DAVIS
GROUNDS MAINTENANCE
Most aspects of tree surgery undertaken including pruning, trimming, felling and removal
Hedge laying and fencing
Mowing and garden maintenance
From private garden to agricultural (HLS) work
NPTS qualified and full public liability insurance
Contact 01886 821542 or 07813 611221
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T.R.W. Professional Tree
Surgery Ltd
Serving the local area for over 15
years
All Aspects of Tree Surgery Covered

Felling
Dangerous tree removal
Crown reduction
Stump Grinding
All staff NPTC qualified
Storm damage specialists
24 hour emergency call out
Domestic and commercial
Fully insured
Free quotes
Competitive prices
Contact Tom Wake 01886 821 945 :
07815 565 504

Sports Massage
at
Bromyard Therapy Clinic,
Cruxwell Street, Bromyard
&

Personal Training
at
your home

Tipton Hall Riding School
Fabulous horse riding experience in wonderful
countryside for adults and children of all abilities;
Family groups welcome;
Riding lessons and horse
care courses in the holidays;
Beginners welcome.

Tiptonhall.co.uk

A N D R E W J E L L E Y
O P T I C I A N S
Andrew Jelley BSc (Hons) FC Optom
Teresa Davies FBDO
Duncan Edwards FBDO
Alex Lane BSc (Hons) MC Optom

Appointments Mon-Fri, contact
Tiggy Tonks on 07932 066664 or
mbolo.lifestyle@gmail.com
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34/36 High Street, Bromyard. HR7 4AE
Tel: 01885 488 259
enquiries@andrewjelleyopticians.co.uk
www.andrewjelleyopticians.co.uk
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MARTLEY
OSTEOPATHIC CLINIC
Not just for backs
Osteopathic treatment for infants and adults

Mark Roughley
Registered Osteopath

01886-821207 / info@baylyreflexology.co.uk
Reflexology Treatment
for a wide range of conditions from one of the most
experienced practitioners in the UK

Brown’s Bathrooms…
…& plumbing services * All aspects of plumbing
undertaken * Bathroom design & installation * Wet
rooms * Wall & floor tiling * Specialist bathroom
installations to meet the needs of the elderly & less
mobile * Fast reliable 24hour service * Leadwork
specialist * Free quotations – no job too small
Reliable, Friendly, Efficient
01886 884072 or 07847 718709
brownsbathrooms@outlook.com
www.brownsbathrooms.co.uk

Maylite Business Centre
Maylite Trading Estate
Martley
WR6 6PQ
01886 889002

TAYLORS CONSERVATORY CARE

Bromyard Tile
Showroom

A family run business with an established reputation for professional quality service

A large selection of tiles
and materials with expert &
friendly advice

* Porcelain * Ceramic * Glass *
Mosaics * Naturel Stone * The very
latest wood-effect porcelain *
* Over 850 samples * Stockist for:
underfloor heating, Tilemaster
materials, Wet-room tanking kits *
Your local one-stop tile shop!
Unit 8a, Linton Trading Estate,
Bromyard, HR7 4QT.
(T) 01885 483408
(M) 07935 937464
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Director: NICOLA HALL, FBRA, CNHC Registered
Monks Orchard, Whitbourne, WR6 5RB

Supply and Installation
Aftersales Care and Re-roofing
We supply and fit:
 Aluminium windows and doors
 UPVC windows and doors
 Hardwood & softwood windows &
doors
 Conservatories in hardwood,
 UPVC and aluminium
We are agents for Compton Garages and Alton
Greenhouses, also Pilkington’s Approved
Installers
PLEASE PHONE FOR A FREE QUOTATION
22 Saxon Close, Clifton-upon-Teme
Worcs. WR6 6DL

01886 812424 Mob. 07801 281821
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Chimney Sweep
Andy Johnson
- Certificate issued
- Weekend & evening
sweeps available
- Traditional brush/
power sweep
- Stove maintenance

Andysweeps.com
01886 821933/ 07798 790913
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FEEL LIKE
KICKING
YOUR
COMPUTER?

We clean Windows, Conservatories,
Solar Panels, uPVC….

Don’t! Save your
energy to call your
local

4, 8 and 12 weekly cleaning
Over 18 years of experience, fully insured,
based in Whitbourne
Call Steve on 07967 672713
or 01886 822009

COMPUTER GURU !
on 01905 830 794 (mobile 07815 697 703)
dk@dmcs.co.uk

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING SPECIALISTS

DAVID KIRBY can solve your problems
and save your sanity!

PART OF CHAMBERMAIDS EST. 1993
* Fully trained & insured operators
* Latest equipment
* Minimum drying times
* We move furniture
* Customer satisfaction guarantee
* Oriental rug specialists
* Stainshield treatment
* Deodorizer treatment
* Conditioning treatment
* Quotations on request

Home visits or, in some cases, even help by
remote control via “LogMeIn”. Ring for details
COMPUTER PROBLEMS SOLVED
COMPUTER MAINTENANCE
I.T. TUITION FOR BEGINNERS & UPWARDS

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning Specialists,
Highfields, Knightwick, Worcestershire
WR6 5QG
01886 821554 : 07971 603007

Smart Home Services
Help with PC, Tablet, Smartphone,
Virus & Spyware removal.

LOGS 4

IT problems solved

SALE

Honest help and advice at a
competitive hourly rate

Trevor Smart
01886 821661 or 07732 464572

Call 07721 458089

trevor@trevorshop.com www.trevorshop.com

37

June 2019

Or 01886 821394






Plumbing & Heating
Kitchens & Bathrooms
Natural Gas , LPG & Oil
Maintain, Install & Repair

Call 01905 451915/01885 489467
Mobile 07906582031
Email rob@rjservices.co.uk
Web www.centralheatingworcester.com
St James, Tedstone Wafre, Bromyard, HR7 4PP
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Red Kite
Pest Control
&
Wildlife Management
Combining Tradition and Innovation
For all your local Pest Control requirements
Humane, environmentally responsible methods
Flexible Contracts ~ Individual Treatments
BPCA and NPTA Qualified
NPTA and UKPCO member
All INSECT Pests
All RODENT Pests
All WILDLIFE Pests
Specialized Trapping service
Pest Prevention
Free Advice ~ Free initial survey
Free no obligation Quotations

Telephone Andy Staples on:
07977 044987 / 01886 832730
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D & G Drainage

Septic Tank Emptying

All aspects of drainage installations
and repairs
Drain cleaning and unblocking
Blocked drains, toilets, sinks, baths,
showers
CCTV Camera Inspection/surveys

Sewage Treatment Plants : Soakaways
Blockage Clearance : Sewage Treatment
Engineers
Call us now for free advice & quotation
www.aquacleansingltd.co.uk : 01886
888471: enquiries@aquacleansing.co.uk
Berrow Green Road, Martley, WR6 6PQ

Contact Daniel Lowndes for
free quotation!
Tel: 01684 561338 or
Mobile: 07875 394571
E-mail: dan@fixmydrains.co.uk
www.fixmydrains.co.uk

WOODEND

Paul the Painter

Established 1970

Professional painter & decorator in
Clifton-upon-Teme.
Interior & exterior, from a single room to
a whole house

PAINTER & DECORATOR
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR
HEATHFIELD, BRINGSTY
NR WORCESTER
TEL: 01886 821392 MOB: 07709 739301

J B Services

Tel 01886 812168 / 07759 298754
E-mail paulthepainter23@msn.com

LEE JAMES CARPENTRY & JOINERY
Qualified and experienced in all aspects of carpentry

Painting and Decorating
I offer very competitive rates and excellent
service. For a no obligation quote, please call:

Kitchens supplied and fitted * First and second fix *
Doors and windows * Oak timber frames * Loft
conversions * Roofing * Renovations - old and new *
Plastic fascias and guttering *

Home: 01885 482149
Mobile: 07870 110124
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For free quotes, competitive prices and a
professional service, please phone:
07779 073 870 or 01886 821 151

Quality & satisfaction guaranteed
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Jeremy Massey Electrics
Electrical Contractor

All electrical Installations carried out to 17th
Edition - BS7671
Domestic, commercial, industrial
New installations and rewires
Interior and exterior lighting
Electrical and telephone sockets
Electrical health checks
Fault finding
Certification









Contact: Jeremy or Maria

01886 888493
Have you got a problem with
your TV, VIDEO, WASHING
MACHINE, MICROWAVE etc?
Then call Pat Priest
General Electrical Services

NOW!
Established locally for 18 years with over
30 years experience of the trade. We
offer fast, reliable and honest solutions
to your problems at fixed rate prices

07974310222
24 hour answering
service
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BROMYARD TENBURY TAXIS
& COURIERS

Saltmarshe Castle Shop
and Tea Rooms

Executive travel to all airports,
seaports & stations. 4-6 seaters

Sweets & groceries
Special Afternoon Teas
Light Lunches & Snacks
Bean to Cup Coffee
Lovely Cakes & Pastries
Old Fashioned Sweets
Kellys Ice Cream

Tel: 01885 482111/410444
Mob: 07971 482111 & FB
www.bromyardtaxis.co.uk

To advertise in this space
email the Editor
parish.magazine@yahoo.co.uk

Opening times:
Mon/Sat 9-4 (summer)
9.30-3.30 (Oct-Mar)
Sunday 9-2
Outside Catering Available
Call Joan on 07817 207615 to book
or for further details.

Only £40 for the year.

CHAUFFEUR SERVICE
Professional, friendly prompt service
Competitive prices to and from any
UK airport, business meeting,
sporting event

Contact Richard
07990552531

Bromyard Travel Services
51a High Street
Bromyard HR74AZ
Tel: 01885 488667
jason@bromyardtravelservices.co.uk





rkhill2014@outlook.com
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Family run, Independent travel
agency – Now in our 10th year.
Tailor-made travel, Flights,
Cruises, UK & Overseas
holidays.
From your usual high street
brands to specialist travel
companies – We have it all!

Whitbourne (St Johns) Church Rotas
Sundays

Flowers

Sidesmen

Readers

Cleaning

Coffee

2nd June

M Kneen

J Cummins

S Dodd

C Buxton

MM&MK

9th June

M Kneen

Angus SD

Angus SD

A Evans

Ann T & MW

16th June

M Williams

R Freeman

C Buxton

M Kneen

WC&SD

23rd June

M Williams

C Short

C Short

E & L Badger

P&DB

30th June

M Malkin

no service

no service

E James

no service

7th July

M Malkin

J Cummins

S Dodd

C Buxton

MM&MK

14th July

M Sch’berg

C Pickering

J Bland

A Evans

Ann T & MW

21st July

M Sch’berg

no service

no service

A Evans

no service

28th July

Muriel Jones

Angus SD

Angus SD

M Kneen

C&AP

Upper Sapey: Chris Amphlett and Val Burness
Thank you to all who keep our churches looking so welcoming and cared for. Please contact Anne Evans
(01886 821534) and Ann Taylor (01886 821744) for all rota and flower queries respectively.

Church Contacts

Doiran

Andrew

Jan

Alexandra

Chris

Revd Dawn Hyett (Interim Minister) 01885 483747; dawnhyett@hotmail.com
Revds Doiran Williams, Andrew Bullock and Jan Webb (permission to officiate)
Mrs Alexandra Bullock (licensed reader) Mr Chris Evans (reader in training)
Church Wardens
Edvin Loach: Helen Read 01885 483666 and Lis Morris 01885 483727
Tedstone Delamere: Kathleen Harris 01885 483681 and William North 853321
Upper Sapey: Ian Evans-Fisher 853441 and David Roberts 853665
Revd Dawn Hyett
Whitbourne: Anne Evans 821534 and Richard Freeman 832039
Church Officers
Parochial Church Council Secretary: Clive Pickering 822210; clivejpickering@btinternet.com
Safeguarding Officer: Brenda Allan 821450, bp.allan@btinternet.com
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All eggs found on Easter egg hunt!
On Sunday 14th April,
despite the cold over 125
children turned out to
the Clifton-upon-Teme
Early Years Centre's fourth
annual Easter Egg Trail
around the village! There
was no stopping the
children as they took on
the challenges of the trail
- closely following their maps, discovering the clues, collecting the tokens, getting their faces
painted, cracking a hieroglyphics code and all for the reward of a big chocolate Easter egg at the
end.
The Centre's Trustees would like to say a huge thank you to everyone who took part, to all our
volunteers on the day, to all those who donated raffle prizes, to The Lion at Clifton and to Tesco
and Spa in Tenbury for their incredibly kind donation of Easter eggs. Your support on the day was
invaluable and helped us raise a grand total of £715, all of which will go towards developing our
outside play areas to provide enhanced learning opportunities for our children. Thank you very
much and see you next year! Serena Spring
We British gardeners are too tidy. We mow,
burn, weed and generally sweep away anything
that looks the slightest bit out of line. However, if you have an orchard and would like to
encourage plant and animal life, some of which is rare or endangered, you need to think about
things in a slightly different way. Here are some thoughts:

Topfruit writes: Be a bit untidy!

If a tree dies, leave the standing dead-wood. Woodpeckers will
appreciate the site for finding insects under the dead bark. Old
fruit trees also provide ideal nesting sites for many bird
species. In addition, one endangered species, the Noble Chafer,
only lives in the dead-wood of traditional orchards and one of
its last strongholds is the traditional orchards of Herefordshire.
These beetles spend up to three years as larvae living inside
dead fruit trees, then a very brief period as an adult. Adults remain
in a very small radius of the tree they occupied as a larva, so they do not recolonise readily.
Instead of mowing all your orchard, mow a path instead. Leaving the rest of the grass longer will
encourage wild flowers and plug plants of native orchids, fritillaries, cowslips and primroses can be
planted to increase biodiversity. Leave any anthills that spring up as food for green woodpeckers.
As long as the problem of sleepy wasps isn’t too great, leave fallen fruit under the trees rather
than raking up and composting. They are a great food source for late butterflies, such as Red
Admiral, and for many birds and rodents.
Hedges around orchards are a very valuable habitat for birds and mammals, providing cover and
food. Only trim them if you have to and only in winter when birds are not nesting.
So, relax and enjoy a bit more wildness! For further help with pruning, planting, orchard
management contact Whitbourne Topfruit. stuauk@hotmail.com Noelle Wilson

