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This month we remember those who have 
died for their country in war. This year has 
marked the tenth anniversary of 9/11, an 
event which has led to much suffering and 
death. In the world that we live in now it is 
even more important to remember how 
terrible war can be. We are all familiar with 
the pictures of soldiersõ bodies coming 
home to Wooton Bassett and now RAF 
Brize Norton. Remembrance Sunday has 
taken on a new meaning for this genera-
tion.  

The problem of suffering is one that has 
troubled theologians from the beginning. 
How can a loving God let such things hap-
pen? The Church has come up with many 
different answers to try and explain the 
problem of suffering. The Cross of Jesus is 
possibly the most helpful symbol - it re-
minds Christians that God shares in our 
pain, that he is prepared to get involved in 
our struggles and hardships, that in some 
inexplicable way pain can actually lead to 
salvation.  Difficult to accept when some-
one you love is suffering, but for me the 
alternative is worse. Whether we believe in 
God or not we all live in the same world 
and there is no escape from pain. The 
cross for me not only represents suffering 
but also hope. Hope that one day God will 
make all things new.  

Why do we have Poppies on Remem-
brance Sunday?  

Poppies grow naturally whenever the soil 
is disturbed. The battles fought on the 
Western Front in the First World War 
which stretched across Belgium and 
France were so fierce that the soil was 
churned up and the poppies bloomed like 
they had never done before. When the 
fighting stopped it wasnõt long before the 
battlefields were covered with poppies. 
Since the 1920s people have used the 

poppy as a symbol to remember those 
who were killed in the First World War, 
then the Second World War, and then in 
any war.  

It is good to remember - it means that we 
can learn from the past, but also that we 
can give thanks for what others have done.  

 

òIn Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row  
They mark our place and in the sky  
The larks still bravely sing, fly  
Scarce heard amid the guns belowó. 
   John McCrae (1872 -1918)  
 
David Howell, Rector  

The Parish of Greater Whitbourne  

 

Readings for October  

2 October -Trinity 15  

Isaiah 5.1 -7; Psalm 80.9 -17; Philippians 3.4b -
14; Matthew 21.33 -end  

 

9 October -Trinity 16  

Isaiah 25.1 -9; Psalm 23; Philippians 4.1 -9; Mat-
thew 22.1 -14  

 

16 October -Trinity 17  

Isaiah 45.1 -7; Psalm 86.1 -9 [10 -13]; I Thessalo-
nians 1.1 -10; Matthew 22.15 -22  

 

23 October -Trinity 18  

Leviticus 19.1 -2, 15 -18; Psalm 1; I Thessaloni-
ans 2.1 -8; Matthew 22.34 -end  

 

30 October ñ Advent 1  

Either Micah 3 -5ðend; Psalm 43 [or Psalm 107.1
-9]; I Thessalonians 2.9 -13; Matthew 24.1 -14  

 

Or Revelation 7.9 -end; Psalm 34.1 -10; I John 
3.1-3; Matthew 5.1 -12 

 

of Greater Whitbourne  Page 3 

From  

The  

Rector  



 

 

Page 4 The Parish Magazine  

Saltmarshe and District  WI  

Robyn J. Lee, Justice of the 
Peace (JP), gave Saltmarshe WI 
a very informative insight into 
what it takes to be a magis-
trate in the community. For 
one day in a fortnight she acts 
as a magistrate on Hereford 
Bench - her ôother jobõ is tak-
ing care of the accounts of St. 
Michael's Hospice. She de-
scribes herself as a volunteer 
and an ordinary citizen with-
out legal qualifications.  Mag-
istrates are people with local 
knowledge of situations aris-
ing in court and people who 
can apply common sense to 
these situations. They have 
the backing of legal advisers 
who give advice on points of 
law.  

In 1264 Simon de Montfort 
established  an army of 
Knights whose duty was to 
keep the King's peace. In 
1361, the term JP was first 
used but by 1652 there was an 
increase in social legislation 
which in itself was not ôa good 
thingõ (as they used to say in 
ô1066 and all thatõ) as it led to 
foolish legislature like ser-
vants and labourers being for-
bidden to play tennis or foot-
ball, a ban on nightcaps with 
silk tassels or that only Lords 
could wear short cloaks. By 
the 19 th  century, however, re-
sponsibility was transferred to 
the Home Office and power 
was curtailed. In 1911 an Ad-
visory Committee was set up 
to offer advice to magistrates.  

Though magistrates have no 
legal qualifications, the inter-
view process is quite strin-
gent. It takes a year from ad-
verts appearing in the local 
press to confirmation of ap-
pointment and swearing in. 
The West Mercia organisation 
contains Hereford, Worcester 
and Shropshire. The Hereford 
Bench comprises 120 magis-

trates. The Adult Court, the 
Family Panel, the Youth Panel, 
Fines Enforcement and Non -
Police Panels are all held at 
the Court Building in Bath 
Street.  Civil Law is not pun-
ishable by the State but by 
redress to the other party. 
Criminal Law is defined as an 
act, or failure to act, deemed 
by statute to be a public 
wrong and is punishable by 
the Police. There are two ele-
ments in a crime: the act itself 
and the intent to do wrong. 
All criminal cases start in the 
Magistrates Court and 97% 
finish there.  

The law is a structured proc-
ess. Magistrates must consider 
the crime and the defendantõs 
history. Sentencing must fit 
within a pre -set range unless 
there are exceptional circum-
stances. This ensures fairness 
and consistency throughout 
the country. There are no re-
gional variations on sentenc-
ing.  

Robyn works on the Family 
Panel which deals with adop-
tions and the other side which 
deals with child abuse and all 
the heartache involved.  

It was a very instructive talk 
that threw light on the work-
ing of social justice in our 
country. We were much com-
forted by the working of the 
law and how justice is carried 
out in our courts today.      
Eve Currie  

 

C l i f t o n -u p o n -T e m e  W I  
The November 15 th  meeting 
will be a demonstration by 
W.I. Cookery Club and will in-
clude tastes of favourite 
foods. On December 15 th  
Frank Townsend will host 
ôCompliments of the Seasonõ 
with a homemade Christmas 
Card competition. Following 
an initial meeting in The Lion 

in Clifton, a new afternoon 
book group has been formed 
called READ - Read, Enjoy, and 
Discuss.  The group is limited 
to W.I. members and the first 
book to be read is ôOne Dayõ 
by David Nicholls. This extra 
group for keen W.I. members 
meets in membersõ homes 
every six weeks or so. An eve-
ning group is also planned. 
The next meeting will be to 
discuss ôOne Dayõ and will be 
held at 3pm on Friday Novem-
ber 4 th . Members most wel-
come. Details from Trish Col-
lett 812204.  Trish Collett  

 

Friendship Club  

We held our meeting on 7th   
September which was just a 
coffee and chat in order to 
catch up with everyone after 
the summer break.   There was 
a lot of chatting going on, so I 
think everyone enjoyed 
it.   Now that autumn is upon 
us we thought (briefly) about 
Christmas and decided that 
we would have a post -
Christmas party in February - 
it helps cheer up those dreary 
months.   We will not miss out 
on mince pies in December 
though.  

The next meeting is on 
Wednesday 5th October and 
we will have a  Bingo Session, 
with David Howell (hopefully) 
acting as Caller.   As ever, eve-
ryone is welcome to join 
us.  Please contact Ann Rob-
erts (01886 821063) or Eileen 
Badger (01886 821501) for 
f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n .           
Ann Roberts  

 

 

 

 

(Continued on page 5) 

Parish News  
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Whitbourne WI  

Just a little note that in Au-
gust twelve members met at 
the Live and Let Live, Bringsty 
and had a very good meal and 
a chat on a beautiful evening.  
Now we are back in the small 
hall after the holidays.  

A small gathering of ladies 
participated in the business 
meeting which, as usual, we 
made as quick as possible. 
Apologies were taken and vis-
its were read out.  We were all 
given some free tea from PG 
and birthday posies were 
given.  The speaker had one 
too. Next yearõs programme 
was read out and it sounds 
very interesting - a good varia-
tion.  The Village Hall rep 
went to the Village Hall meet-
ing and some think the 
kitchen needs an upgrade and 
the hall committee is looking 
to form a small kitchen devel-
opment sub -committee to in-
vestigate further.  If anyone is 
interested in joining this sub -
committee, please see our rep 
Mary Norgrove or Ann Taylor.  

Paula from ôThe Wardrobeõ in 
the square in Bromyard then 
gave us a talk on dressing 
people. She had 35 clients to 
begin with, all in the 
Bromyard area.  She is willing 
to negotiate on price so donõt 
be afraid to go in.  She 
dressed Ann Roberts who 
looked very smart in a long 
top, sleeveless cardigan, beau-
tiful necklace and belt.  You 
can buy several things rather 
than one so you can pick, mix 
and match.  Several scarves 
were modelled to illustrate the 
different ways they could be 
worn and tied.  Plenty of ques-
tions followed before Ann 
Roberts gave a vote of thanks 
and we finished with tea and 
coffee.  LG. 

 

 

 

Found  

Hammer/mallet found after 
the fête.  Probably belongs to 
someone who was helping put 
up marquees on the Saturday 
morning.  Contact Elaine 
Brown 821012.  

Whitbourne Village Shop 
News: Fourth Anniversary 
ôSpring Cleanõ and Celebra-
tions  

A plan was hatched over the 
summer to clean and refur-
bish Whitbourne village shop, 
to celebrate its fourth birth-
day. A team of eleven enthusi-
astic helpers set to work over 
the late August Bank Holiday, 
and the whole place was emp-
tied, cleaned, painted, a new 
floor laid and the fittings re-
placed and restocked in time 
for opening on Tuesday. I re-
turned in time to make tea for 
the labourers on Monday 
morning, and to admire the 
new floor. Congratulations to 
everyone who was involved, 
and thanks too to those cus-
tomers who coped so pa-
tiently with being served your 
papers from the vegetable 
racks!  

There will be a ôbring and 
shareõ birthday supper party 
for the shop in October, for all 
volunteers and any people 
who are thinking of getting 
involved ð see details in the 
shop.   

The Village Shop Christmas 
Shopping Evening will be tak-
ing place in the Village Hall on 
November 24th, from 5.30 to 
8 pm. Could those wanting to 
have a stall please contact 
Skye Witney (01905 333 525) 
to book a space. Kate Lack  

 

Sustainable Energy Events  

Herefordshire New Leaf are a 
not -for -profit organisation 
promoting sustainability and 
carbon reduction in the 
county. They are coordinating 

'h.Energy week' - a series of 70 
open events all around the 
county between 15 -23 October 
for members of the public to 
find out about all aspects of 
sustainability.  Details at 
www.herefordshirenewleaf.org
.uk/  

 

Anniversary Dinner Post-
poned.   

Queen Elizabeth Humanities 
College have decided to post-
pone their 50th Anniversary 
Dinner from 24th September 
to 24th March 2012. Sadly it 
came round too quickly fol-
lowing the Summer Holidays 
and more time was needed to 
get publicity out.  David 
Kemp, Assistant Headteacher.  

 

200 Club Draw Winners  

197 Mr & Mrs Drew £50  
53  Mrs White £35  
175 Mrs Munday £25  
189 Mrs Knight £15  
166 Jerry Cummins £10  
Enid Foxwell  

 

Whitbourne Fete Donation to 
the Church  

 On behalf of Whitbourne Dis-
trict Church  Council, we 
would wish to thank the Whit-
bourne Village Fete Commit-
tee for their donation of 
£1617 from the Fete profits to 
church funds.   Our thanks 
also go to all who contributed 
to make the Fete such a suc-
cess. Revd. David Howell and 
all members of The D.C.C.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.herefordshirenewleaf.org.uk/
http://www.herefordshirenewleaf.org.uk/
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Whitbourne housing development: 
news and views  

Development in Whitbourne ð a public consultation  

As has been reported in earlier editions of the magazine, we have been researching the develop-
ment of new houses on the land below Acreage. The Topographical and Archaeological surveys 
are done, and we are working with our architect, Will McMorran, on options for the lay -out of the 
development and design of the houses.  

We have not yet applied for planning permission. Before we decide exactly what to apply for, we 
would like a chance for all who wish to see the main options that we are considering. We are in-
terested in comments and suggestions, because we want whatever we finally do to reflect as 
closely as we can the interests of Whitbourne as a whole.  

We have booked the Village Hall on the afternoon of Sunday, October 30 th, and will be there with 
plans, drawings and other information. Drop in at any time between 2pm and 5pm if you are in-
terested.  

Several people have expressed concern that if more affordable housing is to be built it should be 
well managed and that people with genuine local connections should be able to live there. One 
way to achieve this would be to set up an independent Community Land Trust ð a bit like Whit-
bourne having its own Housing Association. We are inviting an expert who has set up a success-
ful Community Land Trust in Bishops Castle, Shropshire, to join us on the 30 th , ready to answer 
anyoneõs questions about what this would involve.  Chris, Francis and Joe Evans. 
www.futurewhitbourne.co.uk  

Whitbourne Development Advisory Group - September meeting update  

Since the last meeting in May ,an archaeological survey had been undertaken on the proposed site 
below Acreage/Old Forge .  This identified no obstacles to development of the site, enabling Whit-
bourne Estates to produce provisional plans for its overall long term development.  

This could be considered the stage at which dialogue can commence with local authorities 
(parish, district and county councils), but Whitbourne Estates felt that it was important to present 
their proposals to Whitbourne Community for views and feedback before doing this.  Details of 
an Open Event to be held on Sunday 30 th  October at the Village Hall can be found above.  

The Advisory Group was convened to provide one means of feeding back comment to Whit-
bourne Estates.  Whilst there will be opportunity to do this at the session in October, the next 
meeting of the Group is scheduled for 1 st December, allowing a month for comment, suggestions 
or views on the proposal. If you have any, you are encouraged to contact any member of the 
Group (Richard Bond, Stuart Meadows, Ann Roberts, Robert Francis and Tracey Jones) who can be 
contacted either in person or via email link on www.futurewhitbourne.co.uk  to present your 
views at that meeting.  Stuart Meadows  

Housing Development - a terrible mistake  

The proposed housing development is a terrible mistake at each of three separate levels: na-
tional, regional and local.  

Whatever government policy turns out to be, all green -field housing developments are a mis-
take.   Global competition for food and energy are already driving prices up, and whether or not 
you think that oil is actually running out, this is a process that will only continue.   Over the next 
generation we in the UK will need to approach self -sufficiency; that is a truly massive problem, 
and every patch of cultivatable land will be needed to grow food and fuel crops.   Squandering it 
now is wholly irresponsible, and passes a vicious legacy to our children.  

(Continued on page 7) 

http://www.futurewhitbourne.co.uk/
http://www.futurewhitbourne.co.uk
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If you are determined to destroy your childrenõs heritage in this way, then you should do so on 
the edges of towns (as we see in Worcester), not in rural villages.   Because of scale and distance, 
in villages all the services people expect are more expensive to provide than in towns (and more 
environmentally destructive, too).   That goes for cable and broadband, sewage, gas, street -
lighting, schools, shops and so on, but is particularly true of transport.   Over the last 50 years oil 
prices have risen by a factor of twenty (in real terms dollars).   As world demand rises and supply 
dwindles we can expect this trend to continue and probably accelerate ð within a generation we 
can expect to pay £10/litre for fuel, probably much more.   How many people will be able to af-
ford to live in and commute from Whitbourne?   How will their children afford to get about for a 
social life?   (This cost will bear down hardest on the poor, of course; that means that providing 
subsidised housing in isolated villages is a cruel prank.)  

Finally, if you are determined to build in Whitbourne, then aesthetically a hillside is the wrong 
place.   I wonõt see it from my house, so it does not affect me.  But the view from the A44 and 
around will be spoilt forever.   If you must build in Whitbourne, do it in the valleys where the vis-
ual impact is least.   Perhaps along the brook (above flood level, of course) parallel to the bottom 
road.  

But no, donõt do it at all.  Build brown -field, and upwards.   Think of future generations and stop 
the developers now.  David Harington  

Staying at home at Christmas?  
Are you staying at home for 
Christmas? Would you open 
your home and share Christ-
mas with a student from China, 
India, or some other part of the 
world, who would otherwise be 
stuck at an almost deserted UK 
university? HOST invites you to 
give Christmas, perhaps for the 
first time in their life, to some-
one who is a guest in this coun-
try, who would love to experi-
ence your way of life and make 

your stay -at -home Christmas 
special. HOST will match you 
with one or two guests to suit 
your household. More volun-
teer hosts are urgently needed 
for 1 -3 days at Christmas, and 
weekends all year round. Please 
see www.hostuk.org  or call 
your local voluntary organiser 
for a chat: Lynette Chappin 
02920 693903  

This month we have some-
thing really special on stage 
for everyone.  

ARTS ALIVE is a Government 
sponsored organisation who 
subsidise professional shows 
in Herefordshire and Shrop-
shire, so that they can be per-
formed in Village Halls at 
much more affordable prices 
than you would pay to see the 
same show in a theatre. Other 
counties have similar organi-
sations ð in Worcestershire 
the organisation is called Shin-
dig.  

Over the years we have put on 

a number of memorable 
events (remember the full Vil-
lage Hall for Hank Wangford 
last year), and this month we 
have managed to request an-
other superb show. Those who 
came to see the Old Rope 
String Band will remember the 
little man in the kilt who 
played his accordion whilst 
suspended upside down with 
his head in a tank of water, 
and all the incredible and 
funny things that went on 
combined with his superb mu-
sical talent.  

That man was Tim Dalling and 
he is returning to Whitbourne 

Village Hall on Saturday 29 th  
October with his one man 
show òThe Unhappy Kingó. I 
can guarantee it will prove to 
be another memorable eve-
ning. Look for the advert in 
the Parish Magazine and let 
me know if you would like a 
ticket.  

If you would like to find other 
shows from Arts Alive you can 
look at  their  website 
www.artsalive.co.uk , or con-
tact me for a copy of their 
programme of shows.  

Rob Slater (01886 821684)  

Time for some fun!  

http://www.hostuk.org/
http://www.artsalive.co.uk
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Whitbourne welcomes former  

Archbishop of Tanzania  
Whitbourne was honoured in 
September by the visit of the 
Rt. Revõd John Ramadhani, 
who was Archbishop of Tan-
zania from 1984 to 1998, 
while he was Bishop of Tanga 
& Zanzibar.   Bishop John is a 
patron of our charity, Tanga 
in Touch, which has links with 
Tanga.   Now in ôretirementõ, 
he is acting Bishop of Zanzi-
bar.  

The Bishop had a busy week-
end, blessing a marriage in 
Whitbourne and then being 
shown round Bromyard by 
Revõd. Graham Sykes on Satur-
day, followed by a meal for 
the Trustees of Tanga in 
Touch.   On Sunday after 
preaching at the Whitbourne 
service, there was a Bring and 
Share lunch, where he was 
greeted by many people with 
African connections.   On Sun-

day afternoon 
the Rector, 
Revõd. David 
H o w e l l , 
showed him 
round the 
Greater Parish 
of Whitbourne 
and we had 
supper with 
David and his 
family.  

On Monday 
morning we 
put him on a 
t ra in  fo r 

Shoreham -by -
S e a  ( y e s , 

straight through from Worces-
ter Shrub Hill!) where on Tues-
day 13 th  he gave the address at 
the Centenary of the Commu-
nity of the Sacred Passion.  

In his address he referred to 
the many English missionaries 
who gave their lives (dying of 
malaria and other ôunknownõ 
diseases) in the 19 th  and early 
20 th  centuries.  It was David 
Livingstone who encouraged 
the spreading of Christianity 
in Africa by speaking to stu-
dents at universities and urg-
ing them to spread the word.  

Many thanks to everybody 
who helped with food on the 
Sunday.  I am sorry that the 
Bishop could not have spent 
longer with us, and I am sorry 
that our other Patron, Bishop 
Michael Hooper, was away and 
unable to join us.   Donations 
on Sunday came to £90, which 
will go towards the Christmas 
Appeal for the orphans in our 
link parish.  

Brenda Allan  
Trustees of Tanga in Touch (from left to right Revõd. 

Preb. Walter Gould, Brenda Allan, Bishop John 
Ramadhani, Sue Morris and Revõd. David Howell) 

The Whitbourne Village Hall 
Committee are looking into 
updating and improving the 
Village Hall kitchen with the 
aid of a Lottery grant. Our Hall 
Committee is rather few in 
number so we really need 
some additional help.  

We are looking for a few peo-
ple to join a sub -committee to 
help manage this project over 
the next few months.  

If you would be willing to get 
involved in planning and coor-
dinating the project, please 
could you contact us via     

our   email address -   
book.wvhall@gmail.com or if 
you would like to know more 
before volunteering, feel free 
to ring me.  

Hope to hear from you. (We 
really need your input!)  

Jenny Williams 01886 821137  

New kitchen planned for Whitbourne Village Hall  

OPENING TIMES  

WEEKDAYSñ8.45 AM  TO 5.30 PM  

SATURDAYS ñ9.00 AM TO 3.00 PM  

SUNDAYSñ10.00 AM TO 1.00 PM  
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New year begins at Whitbourne School  
The new year is off to a busy 
start at Whitbourne school, 
with our older children cele-
brating their film -making suc-
cess with a red carpet ex-
perience in Hereford and 
the whole school looking 
forward to our Harvest 
Festival service. The older 
children have also been 
enjoying the result of hard 
work by staff, governors 
and supporters of the 
school ð a revamped class-
room, which is a pleasure 
to learn in.  

The film, made by pupils 
from Years 4, 5 and 6 in 
the summer term, brought 
together our topic work on 
local history and the chil-
drenõs amazing imagina-
tions, as well as filming 
and editing expertise ac-
quired during the summer 
term. Entitled òA Truly In-
teresting Tour of Whit-
bourne Churchó, it features 
a group of increasingly -
bored children being 
guided round the church, 
hearing about its history and 
about the Bishop of Hereford, 

John Scory, who died at the 
Bishopõs Palace in Whitbourne 
in 1585 and was buried under 
the churchõs chancel. 

As the tour continues, the 
children occasionally catch a 
glimpse of a bishopõs robes, 

and gradually they start to 
disappear, until the guide 
finds herself alone and panics. 
She searches all over the 

church, opening every 
door, and each one reveals 
scary, surprising or amus-
ing sights. Despairing, she 
opens one last door and 
finds all the children, and 
the ghost of Bishop Scory, 
enjoying a party, so, of 
course, she joins in! The 
film, packed with creativ-
ity, was premiered at the 
Odeon in Hereford and the 
children rose to the occa-
sion magnificently.  

Our Macmillan coffee 
morning is just behind us 
now ð in previous years we 
have raised a sizeable 
amount for Macmillan 
Cancer Support, with the 
help of our fantastic com-
munity here. The church 
will be the venue for our 
Harvest Festival service on 

October 14 th  at 2pm and all 
are very welcome.  

Rachel Evans  

Whitbourne Playing Fields Committee  

Kiki Smith rings in the new school year  

Due to some recent acts of van-
dalism to the equipment in the 
playing fields the committee 
needs to raise the money re-
quired to pay for repairs and 
replacements. We anticipate 
that this will cost approxi-
mately £500. We are holding a 

bingo evening on Saturday 12 th  
November starting at 7pm. 
More details to follow shortly.  

The committee is also looking 
for new members who would 
like to come along and get in-
volved. If you are interested 

please contact the Chairman 
Chris Hawkins on 01886 
822033 for more information. 
The next committee meeting 
will be held on Monday 7 th  No-
vember at 8pm at the Live and 
Let Live.  Emma Bell  

Church Working Party 9.00 am Saturday 8th October  

Autumnal tidy up inside and outside  

All Welcome   :    Refreshments   
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Whitbourne  
Harvest Supper 

to be held at 

Whitbourne Village Hall 
on 

Saturday 8th October 2011 
commencing at 7:30 pm 

in aid of Whitbourne Church 

Tickets :  Adult      £7.50 
    ¦ƴŘŜǊ мсΩǎ  £4.00 

Vegetarian option available 
(Please state when purchasing ticket) 

From : Whitbourne Community Shop 

Email:  whitbournehs@btinternet.com   Tel :  01886 821781 
 

Raffle prizes appreciated 

Bring your own drinks and glasses 

*******************************************************  

 
 

Whitbourne Village Fete - Grand Pumpkin Weigh-in 
To be held at The Harvest Supper 

 
If you purchased a plant at the Village Fete in July that has produced a potential prize-

winner, please register your intention to enter your pumpkin. 
 

Phone  01886 821781 or Email whitbournehs@btinternet.com 

by  Friday 30th September 
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Letter from the Bishop of Hereford  
Most congregations will have 
had Harvest Thanksgiving ser-
vices by now, though I can re-
call Nick Read daring us, a few 
years ago, to consider what is 
the best time of year to cele-
brate harvest when many in 
the diocese live surrounded by 
potatoes and cider apples 
which are harvested so much 
later than winter barley or the 
wool from our sheep.   The 
rich diversity of the land and 
our farms may make a perfect 
date for a Harvest service im-
possible, but that same diver-
sity is itself a cause for cele-
bration and wonder.  

We are blessed by being able 
to be more in touch with the 
land around us than those liv-
ing in large cities or urban 
sprawls.   We also know more 
of the vital nature of farming 
as an òindustryó, not just for 
the obvious reason of feeding 
us, but also employing so 
many of us directly and indi-
rectly, to say nothing of caring 
for the land itself.  

Prices that our farmers receive 
for what they grow are so de-
pendent, like other products, 

upon international markets 
that the trends are not always 
easy to predict.   Wool prices, 
for example, have risen 
sharply in percentage terms, 
albeit from a hugely de-
pressed level a few years ago, 
because of increased demand 
in China.   Similarly, increased 
living standards in India and 
China have led to an increase 
in meat eating and conse-
quently prices.  

The extremely warm spring 
helped fruit to set, potatoes 
and oil seed rape to grow par-
ticularly well and yields to be 
up, but prices therefore 
down.   Milk prices remain 
enormously too low, despite a 
very slight increase, and our 
dairy farmers continue to 
struggle.  

Farmers struggle for other 
reasons too.   August, while 
not over hot, was significantly 
drier as the whole year has 
been, despite June rain.   Sadly, 
theft from farms and other 
rural dwellings is on the in-
crease, with tools and fuel be-
ing among the prime tar-
gets.   And the will of the gov-

ernment to tackle bovine TB 
with a controlled badger cull, 
while never strong, seems to 
be even weaker.   And who 
knows what will eventually 
happen with the proposed 
Planning Framework, or rural 
housing provision, or bus ser-
vices, so many of which have 
been reduced or cut.   And 
what about our delicious Eng-
lish plums that supermarkets 
are so reluctant to sell?  

All this is to say that we need 
to continue to delight in the 
farming around us, support 
those involved in it, try to un-
derstand some of the issues 
that they face, as we would 
any other neighbours, and 
pray for them, giving thanks 
especially for Godõs bountiful 
provision for us which causes 
plants and animals to grow 
and flourish, and us among 
them.  

 

Bishop Anthony  

Bishop of Herford  

 

WHITBOURNE BELL RESTORATION FUND 

Have you... 

đ Ever wondered what our bells look like? 

đ Fancied a trip up the tower to see the bells in the bell-chamber? 

đ Wanted to have a go at chiming? 

Then come along to our Open Tower event and do all of this on 

SATURDAY OCTOBER 15
th

 from 11am to 2pm 

when you can also enjoy a lunch of soup, rolls & coffee 
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This year we are giving every-
body a chance to help raise 
money for Tanga in Touch, 
while extending Christmas 
greetings to all your friends in 
the Greater Parish.   Pay £5 to 
have a short Christmas mes-
sage inserted in the December 
issue of the Magazine.    

Please send your Christmas 
messages to the Editor (Mark 
Powell) either by email  
(parish.magazine@yahoo.co.uk ) 
or via  the Village Shop.  Dona-
tions can also be left at the 
Village Shop or with the Rec-
tor at the Rectory, Brenda Al-
len at Gaines Lodge or Mark 

Powell at Bradburns Farm 
(just drop them through the 
letter box).  Cheques should 
be made payable to Tanga in 
Touch.  All the monies re-
ceived will go towards the 
Tanga in Touch  Christmas 
appeal.   

Brenda Allan  

REGISTERED CHARITY No. 1099877  

SEND YOUR CHRISTMAS GREETINGS VIA THE PARISH MAGAZINE AND HELP SUPPORT 
TANGA IN TOUCH  

The Parish Magazine Advertising Rates  
 

Adverts cost just £8 for half a page ð a 
great way to reach local customers.  To 

advertise, please email your requirements 
to parish.magazine@yahoo.co.uk . 

Months   1 3 6 12  

Full page   £20  £60  £120  £240   

Half page   £8 £24  £48  £96  

Quarter page  £4 £12  £24  £48  

Eighth page  £2 £6 £12  £24  

 

 

 

 

Saturday 8
th

 October:  Cider Supper with Village Voices  
A local choir based at Stoke Lacy 
singing songs from around the world.  
Concert - Raffle ï Refreshments.  
7.00pm   £10. 

 
Sunday 9

th
 October:  Afternoon Tea from 4.00pm £5. 

Delicious homemade cakes & scones 
 

                                         Harvest Service 6.30 p.m. 
with The Rev. Nick Read followed by 

                                        refreshments 
 
Do come and visit our lovely church decorated in all itôs harvest splendor 

Open all weekend. 
 

Tickets for both events available from:- 
Liz Manning 01885 483264  &  Ann Halling 01885 483300 
 

EDWYN RALPH HARVEST WEEKEND 
 

At St. Michaelôs & All Angels 
   

mailto:parish.magazine@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:parish.magazine@yahoo.co.uk
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Poetry Corner  

Students from Queen Eliza-
beth Humanities College in 
Bromyard have enjoyed trips 
to Rome and Paris over the 
summer. The students in-
volved in the trip to Rome 
have been studying Latin for 
the past year at Hereford Ca-
thedral School. So successful 
has this been that the college 
has  introduced Latin for all 
students in Lower School and 
half of year 10.  
 
A s s i s t a n t 
Headteacher , 
David Kemp, 
who teaches 
Latin and lead 
this trip said, 
"We visited all 
the great Ro-
man sites as 
well as the 
Vatican and 
Sistine Chapel. 
It was a terrific 
opportunity for 
our students 
who see this as 
a great chance 
for their Latin 
s t ud ie s  t o 
come alive. Yet 
again it was a 
privilege to 

take such sensible and well 
mannered students on a trip 
so far from home."  

Ollie Clarke, a year 9 student 
said, "I had an amazing time. 
The best moment for me was 
seeing the Coliseum and the 
Pantheon which had the big-
gest unsupported roof for 
1400 years."  

The five day trip to Paris took 

in Sacre Coeur, Montmartre, 
The Eiffel Tower at night, a 
guided tour round the Stade 
de France, a boat trip along 
the River Seine, a guided 
coach tour of the city and an 
obligatory trip to Disneyland 
Paris. The trip coincided with 
the Bastille Day Celebrations 
which meant that students 
saw how Parisians celebrated 
their major festival of the 

year.  

David Kemp said, 
"We had an action 
packed trip. There 
certainly was not a 
moment to spare in 
the programme. I 
was delighted that 
our students were 
such good ambas-
sadors for the col-
lege and the coun-
try. Indeed, the ho-
tel owner com-
mented that we 
were the best 
school party to 
visit the hotel from 
England. That was 
certainly the icing 
on the cake."  Assis-
tant Headteacher, 
David Kemp.  

Queen Elizabeth College students go travelling  

Outside the Sacre Couer, Paris  

Breakfast Bonanza  
 

Some people have fruit for the breakfast  
A very good start to the day  
But I prefer mine wrapped in pastry  
With custard or cream on a tray  
 
Some people breakfast on porridge  
Beneficial to health and the gut  
But I prefer my oats with syrup and butter  
And baked to perfection with nuts  
 
A boiled egg and toast is quite popular  
A fresh farm egg is so nice  
But I prefer my eggs in pancakes  
With lemon juice, sugar and spice  
 
 

 
These days some folk like their muesli  
Dried fruit, oats, nuts and seed  
Though it looks like food for my rabbit  
It seems to fulfil all of their needs  
 
Tomatoes or beans with bacon and egg  
On rounds of bread fried so crisp  
Would set you up for the rest of the day  
Now its frowned on, your heart is at risk  
 
So Iõll stick to my orange juice, cornflakes and 
toast  
With a good brew at my hand  
But when I was a child, a sprinkle of salt  
On my beef dripping sandwich was grand.  
 
By Shirley Whittall  
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Agricultural Chaplainõs Report 

The Rev Nick Read, Agricultural 
Chaplain, Diocese of Hereford  

Bovine TB update  

The governmentõs wildlife ad-
visory service, Natural Eng-
land, has expressed a òlow 
level of confidenceó that the 
governmentõs proposals for an 
industry -led cull, based on 
controlled shooting, will be 
effective. Natural England is 
calling for fewer culling li-
cences than the original gov-
ernment proposals, with re-
strictions on the size of the 
areas in which culling takes 
place.  Meanwhile, the Labour 
party has launched its own 
campaign against the propos-
als with Shadow Environment 
Minister Mary Creagh asking 
labour supporters to lobby 
their MPs, and an online peti-
tion opposing the cull.  

Livestock producers in Wales 
are struggling as a result of 
the additional financial and 
emotional pressure resulting 
from increased cattle testing 
and movement restrictions 
introduced over a year ago to 
try and control the spread of 
bovine TB. They also feel in-
creasingly frustrated that the 
new regime was meant to co-
incide with measures to con-
trol the infection in wildlife, 
which have been put on hold 
after the Wales Environment 
Minister halted the planned 
cull and asked for an expert 
panel to review the scientific 
evidence base.  

Organic food suffers from 
elitist reputation  

The head of the Soil Associa-
tion, Helen Browning, has indi-
cated that high profile en-
dorsement of organic food by 
celebrities such as Sting, 
Gwyneth Paltrow, Madonna 
and Prince Charles may be 
counter -productive because 
they imply that organics are 
only for the wealthy. A soon -
to -be- released strategy, called 
òGood Food for Alló will target 

schools, hospitals, prisons 
and businesses and will pro-
mote organic food as local, 
seasonal and affordable as 
well as improving health and 
behaviour.  

Sales of organic food fell by 
almost 6% from £1.8bn in 
2009 to £1.7bn in 2010 and 
the total area of land under 
organic production also 
dropped by 3% (22,000ha) in 
the same period to 718,000ha. 
Dairying has been the most 
affected sector and the flow of 
new entrants into organic 
dairying has virtually ceased, 
with 10% leaving the sector on 
an annual basis. There were 
7,300 registered organic pro-
ducers at the end of 2010, 4% 
lower than in 2009.  

Commodity updates  

The beef trade has received a 
welcome boost with a 40% rise 
in the volume of exports in 
the first 6 months of 2011. 
Lamb exports have also in-
creased and the value of the 
lamb export trade is 13% up 
on last year.  

However, potato prices con-
tinue to fall as supplies ex-
ceed demand due to the early 
harvest. The Potato Councilõs 
weekly average price fell by 
12% in the week to 19 th  Au-
gust, to £120.65/t, £50/t be-
low the same period in 2010. 
The prices on the free -buy 
market (i.e. not grown to con-
tract) were even lower at 
£90.44/t or £80/t lower than 
in 2010.  

Good news for otters  

Otters have made a significant 
return, from the brink of ex-
tinction in 1970, as a result of 
efforts to control pesticide 
pollution in rivers.  A ban on 
organochlorine chemicals and 
efforts by farmers to improve 
water quality has been cited 
as important factors.  

Land prices rise  

Farmland values reached new 
heights in the first half of 
2011 according to the Royal 
Institution of Chartered Sur-
veyors. Average bare land 
prices increased to £6,115/
acre, though with wide re-
gional variations. The pres-
sure on land is being fuelled 
by high commodity prices re-
sulting in many farmers being 
keener to expand their busi-
ness than to sell land.  

Leaked paper on CAP reform  

A leaked document from the 
EU Commission on reform of 
the Common Agricultural Pol-
icy, which was written in May, 
has caused some concern 
amongst UK farming organisa-
tions. Although not yet EU 
policy, it is felt to give an indi-
cation of the way that think-
ing on CAP has been develop-
ing within EU policy -making 
circles. Amongst the concerns 
being expressed by the British 
farming community is the idea 
of a cap on the amount of 
payments that can be made to 
a farmer, with possibly a limit 
at û300,000 (cÃ263,000), 
though with some degree of 
capping operating from 
û150,000.  Farmers who claim 
between: £150,000 -£200,000 
would see a 20% reduction in 
payments; £200,000 -£250,000 
40% and £250,000 -£300,000 
70%. However the size of the 
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Saturday 8 th  October, Whitbourne Village Hall, Harvest Supper. All welcome. See advert page 13  

Saturday 8 th  October, Church Working Party (autumnal tidy up) 9.00 am.   

Saturday/Sunday 8/9 th  October, Edwyn Ralph Harvest Weekend.  See advert on page 12.  

Tuesday/Wednesday 11/12 th  October, Cross -Country Cycle Event, Queen Elizabeth Humani-
ties College, Bromyard.  A combined team of 20 cyclists from the Royal Air Forceõs Battle of Brit-
ain Memorial Flight and Red Arrows Display Team will attempt to cross the UK at its widest point 
in just 4 days. The route will begin at St. Davidõs Head in Wales and finish in Lowestoft, leaving 
approximately 100 miles to cover each day. The project aims to raise £50,000 to support both the 
Royal Air Force Association and the Fly2help scheme.  

Queen Elizabeth Humanities College in Bromyard are the only place they will be stopping in Here-
fordshire, sometime between 12.15 and 1.15  on Wednesday 12 th  October and they plan to make 
the visit an event for the whole of the school and wider community. Parking will be available plus 
the chance to pay £10 per mile for cycling on their static exercise bikes! Also the College Steel 
Band will be performing. The school is also happy to make the minibus available for pupils com-
ing from other Primary Schools.    

Thursday/Friday 13/14 th  October, Floral Demonstration, The Courtyard, Hereford. Donõt miss 
the opportunity to see Carola Wilsonõs fabulous floral demonstration ôLiving the dreamõ created 
for the National Association of Flower Arrangers Society 2011 Show and reprised for two nights 
only in aid of St Michaelõs Hospice.  Tickets are Ã15.00 and are available from The Courtyard Box 
Office on 01432 340555.  For more information see www.bit.ly/carolasdream   

Saturday 15 th  October, Whitbourne Church Bell Restoration Open Tower Event, Whitbourne 
Church, 11am -2pm.  See advert page 11  

Saturday 15 th  October Harvest Festival and Charity Auction at the Live and Let Live, Whit-
bourne, 7.30 pm.  Donations Welcome.  Proceeds to Acorn Hospice and The Stroke Association.  

Saturday 29 th  October, 7.30pm, Whitbourne Village Hall, Tim Dalling, Arts Alive Show .  See ad-
vert on page 16  

Sunday 30 th  October, Public Consultation on Whitbourne Housing Development, Whitbourne 
Village Hall, 2 -5 pm.  Further details page 6.  

Tuesday November 1 st. Festival of Lessons & Carols: applications .  Applications open for free 
tickets for the Festival of Lessons & Carols (22 & 23 December, 7 pm). Requests, containing a note 
of the number required and which evening you would like to attend, should be sent with a 
stamped reply envelope to ôCarol service tickets, 5 College Cloisters, Hereford HR1 2NGõ. 

Thursday 24 th  November, Whitbourne Village Shop Christmas Shopping Evening, 5.30 to 8 pm 
in Whitbourne Village Hall.  Could those wanting to have a stall please contact Skye Witney 
(01905 333 525) to book a space.  

Saturday December 10 th , Saltmarshe & District Hall, Mistletoe & Dine.  

At a glance  

workforce would be a consid-
eration so that farms provid-
ing high levels of employment 
would not be disproportion-
ately hit.  

Whilst farmers welcome the 
proposal that EU funding 
should go to those who farm, 
rather than those who simply 
own land, the document failed 
to define what was meant by 
an òactive farmeró. It also sug-
gests introducing a Basic Pay-

ment Scheme as a flat rate 
payment across each region, 
which is worth about 65% of 
the total support, together 
with an additional ògreeningó 
element worth about 30% for 
òpractices beneficial to the 
climate and the environmentó. 
To qualify for this, farmers 
would be required to set aside 
5% of their land for environ-
mental measures such as 
buffer strips or fallow land, 
diversify their crops and 

maintain permanent grass-
land. The Basic payment 
Scheme would depend on the 
area of eligible land declared 
in the first year of the scheme, 
which may have far -reaching 
implications for landlord -
tenant relations and sale of 
agricultural land, as land own-
ers take steps to maximise 
their land holdings for the 
first year of the schemeõs life. 

http://www.bit.ly/carolasdream
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L ive and L et L ive , Whitbourne  

Email: liveandletlivewhitbourne@gmail.com  

Tel: 01886 821796  

Harvest Festival and 

Charity Auction  

Sat 15th October at 7.30 pm 

Donations Welcome  

Proceeds to Acorn Hospice and 

The Stroke Association 

 

Monthly Disco  

Sat 22nd October  

8 till late  

Come and enjoy a good  

sing-a-long with our Karaoke  

We are now open for food throughout the week, 2-8 pm.   

Also, two-course Sunday Roast dinners from 12-4 pm 

 

Free function room available for all types of Parties. 

 

                       Remember the little man in the kilt with the Old Rope String Band  

who played his accordion whilst suspended upside down 

with his head in a tank of water.  That was  

      Tim Dalling 

 Who is appearing at Whitbourne Village Hall 

 On                             Saturday 29th October at 7.30pm 

 In his one man show               The Unhappy King 

 Tickets Adults £7 Children £4 from Village Shop or Rob Slater (01886 821684) 

                 This is an Arts Alive touring show hosted by WADS 
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 Useful numbers (all 01886 unless otherwise shown)  

Knightwick Surgery    821279   Whitbourne Primary School   821266  

Great Witley Surgery    01299 896788  Clifton -Upon -Teme Primary Schl  812258  

Nunwell Surgery, Bromyard   01885 483412  Brockhapton Primary School   01885  

Tiblands Nursery School   821394         483238  

Bromyard Town Council   01885 482825  Saltmarshe & District Hall   853512  

Herefordshire Council    01432 260000  Upper Sapey Village Hall   853512  

Worcestershire Council    01905 763763  Whitbourne Village Hall bookings  821823  

Police ð West Mercia    0300 3333000  (email book.wvhall@gmail.com)    

CSO Stephanie Annette    07970 602354  Clifton -upon -Teme Village Hall  812880  

Whitbourne Village Shop   822227   The Wheatsheaf Inn    822282  

Clifton Upon Teme Village Stores  812303   Live and Let Live (Whitbourne)  821796  

 Live and Let Live (Bringsty)           821462  

~Thank you~  
to all our advertisers  

 
The magazine would not be  

viable without your continuing 
support  

~~~ 

Guy James 
Joinery  

 

Modern Design with 
Traditional Craftsmanship 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                 

 

  

www.guyjamesjoinery.co.uk 
 

Tel:   07967 476470 /  01885 483163 

 
 

 

U N I Q U E 
 

L A N D S C A P E S   L T D 
 

 INSPIRATIONAL GARDEN DESIGN SERVICE 

 PLANTING DESIGNS 

 SOFT / HARD LANDSCAPING 
 

Award winning garden design. Inspirational ideas and 
a passion for plants. Established 1996. 

 

For a free no-obligation site visit/quotation, please contact 

Shaun on:  Mobile: 0777 88 44 878  Tel. 01584 831733 
 

Email: shaun@uniquelandscapes.co.uk      
www.uniquelandscapes.co.uk 
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Conquest Theatre 

Bromyard 

Saturday 8
th

 October 7.30pm, Dance for Joy 3.  An 
evening of entertainment including a variety of dance, 
burlesque, song and magic  
 
Saturday 15

th
 October 8pm, Off the Cuff.  Offstage 

Theatre Group present an evening of comedy improvi-
sation, witty and spontaneouséwith free Jaffa cakes!!!  
          
October 21

st
 8pm, The Browning Version by Terence 

Rattigan presented by Appletree Theatre Co.  
 
Friday Film, 7

th
 October 8pm, Brighton Rock cert 15 

                              
November 6

th
 7.30pm, Ballet Cymru present Under 

Milkwood.  A play for words is now a dance for words 
 
 
 

Coffee shop open every Saturday morning, why not call 

in, meet your friends, have a chaté 10.30-12.30 

Book online at www.conquest-theatre.co.uk or box office 

01885 488575 

 

 


