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Special thanks to Andy Blunt and the team at CMCS (our printers) for their help during 2009, especially
the colour cover this month, also to photographers Annette Howell (above) and Liz Cousins (below).
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From
the
Rector
Happy Christmas to all our Readers!

There is a lovely children’s book by Martin Waddell
and Barbara Firth called Can’t You Sleep, Little
Bear? Little Bear lives with Big Bear in the Bear
Cave. Little Bear has a problem – he is scared of the
dark. And so he can’t go to sleep, because there is
too much dark all around him. Big Bear lights
lantern after lantern, but nothing helps; there is
still too much dark. Even when the Bear Cave is lit
with lanterns, the dark can still be seen lurking
through the entrance. It isn’t until Big Bear carries
Little Bear outside into the worst of the dark and
shows him the big yellow moon and the twinkling
stars that he is finally able to fall asleep.

“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness
did not overcome it.” The message of Christmas
addresses our worst fears, and provides them with
an answer. There is a reason the Little Bear book is
so popular. Children are, on the whole, afraid of
the dark. And even when we grow up, there is still
a sense that darkness stands for danger, that night
is when bad things can happen. We light ever big-
ger and brighter lanterns, polluting the night sky
with our street lights so that we can no longer see
the stars, but our fears remain. We look round our
world, at chaos and war, at places where people are
starving and oppressed, and we think of them as
places dominated by the darkness of hopelessness
and death.

St John’s Gospel has the audacity to address our
fears head-on. Matthew and Luke also tell us about
the birth of Jesus, and we read their familiar stories
each Christmas. They tell us stories of a birth: a
faithful Jew, a young girl, journeys, stars and
angels, shepherds and magi, a despotic king and a
miraculous deliverance. Their stories show that
God’s plan will unfold whatever the problems put
in its way. Miraculously, the Emmanuel child is
born, and God is with us. All the signs are there,
the prophecies have been fulfilled, and a new chap-
ter in the story of our salvation begins to unfold.

The Fourth Gospel spells out for us the deeper
implications of this birth. This is no ordinary child.
If we have read Matthew and Luke’s stories we
know that. But here we learn that this is no less
than the Word and Wisdom of God, the founding
principle of the universe, there at life’s beginning
and eternal, seen among us as one of us, human.

God has come to live with his people, and we have
seen his glory. And God’s presence brings with it
fundamental changes. The child that has been born
is life and light, and the world will never be the
same. Life can no longer be conquered by death, as
this child will eventually demonstrate in the most
dramatic way possible. Light can no longer be dis-
pelled by darkness. The light shines in the dark-
ness, and the darkness has not, and will not, over-
come it.

This is not an abstract statement of theology,
because St John’s Gospel tells us that God’s prom-
ise “lived among us”. We don’t need to gaze in hope
at the faraway stars, because God’s light lived in
our world, lived our human life, and continues to
illuminate every part of it.

It is very easy to be pessimistic about our world.
Our television screens are filled with views of dis-
asters: tidal waves, earthquakes and famine, ter-
rorist atrocities, war and cruelty. We are afraid that
the darkness will win, that our world will burn up
or freeze because of climate change, or that our
weapons will make it uninhabitable. John’s Gospel
invites us, as followers of Jesus, to take a different
view. It asks us to fix our eyes on the light, and to
know that it shines on, and that no darkness can
put it out.

Christmas is a time for fun, for turkey, cake and
chocolates, for giving and receiving. But it is also a
very serious celebration. It dares to assert, against
the evidence, that all those centuries ago the world
was changed for good when Jesus was born. It tells
us to look at the moon and the stars and see their
maker, who is one with the baby in the manger, and
know that a greater light still shines in the world: a
light that will shine till the end of time.

From Advent Sunday onwards, there will be an
opportunity to pray in all our churches every
Sunday at the time of the normal Sunday service.

From the Registers
We offer our prayers and sympathy to the families
of Olwyn Lewis, Olwyn Clear, Elsie Davies and Hilda
Vernalls; Whitbourne, November 2009.

David Howell
Rector

The Parish of Greater Whitbourne
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Churchyard clear-up
If you weren't there, you missed
a feast! I refer to the mouth-
watering coffee cake (with icing
in the middle and on top), a won-
derful Victoria sponge and gin-
ger cake that Eileen and Lisa
Badger kindly provided us for
our elevenses (some people had
two slices), not forgetting the tea
and coffee. Thank you both.

It was a highly successful morn-
ing; around 20 people came to
help tidy up the churchyard.
There was a steady buzz of
strimmers and chain saws, peo-
ple wielding sickles and slashers
with others raking and carrying
the old brambles and other vege-
tation to the bonfire which,
though stubborn to start, burst
into life when coaxed by Richard
Bond. Special thanks must go to

Gordon Cupper who brought in
the heavy plant; through his gen-
erosity we have now removed all
the old concrete boundary posts
(pulled out last year) taking them
to his skip for disposal at no cost
to us. It was also great to have
the support of a former church-
warden who now lives in
Bredenbury.

So what did we achieve besides
removal of the posts? Virtually
the entire south fence and bank
has been cleared of brambles
etc., The rest of the blackthorn
removed from the extension on
the west side and that area com-
pletely strimmed. Elsewhere a
fallen tree cleared together with
lopping of the odd branch.

BUT, and here's the sting in the

tail, there is still much to be done
to bring the churchyard up to a
standard that we would all like.
SO, watch out for the sign on
Church Bank as there will be
other work parties over the next
few months. Your help would be
most welcome, and we might
even reward you with a slice of
cake for your efforts! AND, if
you hadn't noticed George Bevan
and Glynis Middleton have made
a start laying the roadside hedge
and later will be tackling the one
on the western boundary. A good
example of "Time and Talents"
from which our church benefits
so much.

Thank you to all who found time
to come and help.

NK

School events
Whitbourne school marked
Remembrance Day with a short
service at the war memorial, led
by Father David. Each former
pupil who died for their country
was remembered with a poppy.

Earlier, the school had a success-
ful Open Morning with a Bonfire
Night. There was a steady stream
of visitors, who enjoyed joining
in with the activities. Thank you
to our parents who served coffee
and tea at the Village Hall
throughout the morning.

Josh places a poppy at the war
memorial

Allotment
update

After more than 26 people
expressed an interest in hav-
ing an allotment in
Whitbourne, a general meet-
ing to set up an allotment
association formally is to be
held on Thursday December 3
at 7.30pm in the village hall.

Mr George Bevan, whose idea
the allotment association is,
said: “I have had quite a few
people expressing an interest
and at this meeting we will
have some advisors coming
along to help us get started.”

The allotment land will be in
the centre of the village so
that it is accessible to as
many people as possible.

Mr Bevan said: “ I hope as
many can come as possible so
that we know who really
would like to go ahead with
this - some people have said
they’d be interested but
haven’t definitely decided
yet.”

Bills to rise
Households in the parish of
Greater Whitbourne will have to
pay more for the work of their
parish council next year, as the
council set a £10,131 precept, 25
per cent up on this year’s pre-
cept.

This will mean a rise from about
£24 to about £30 per household,
though the exact amount will
vary according to individual
households. The precept was
agreed by Whitbourne Parish
Council in November.

The council had cut its precept
from £8,000 to £6,000 in
2008/09 because a £2,000
planned scheme had not gone
ahead. It was restored this year
to the previous level of £8,000,
and will rise in 2010/11.

Next year’s rise has been occa-
sioned partly by the cost of an
election within the parish but
more than one-third of the whole
precept is taken up by payments
on a loan taken on to build the
village hall.

RE



Family history facts sought

You may recall earlier in the year
I made requests on behalf of Mrs
Audrey Moss who is trying to
research the Griffiths, her moth-
er’s family. Recently, she has
obtained two photographs. One
is of her mother Gladys (right),
whose father called her Betty,
taken in 1921 at her confirma-
tion.

The second is a family group
(below); left to right, they are: in
the back row, Auntie Doris, hold-
ing David, Grandmother Agnes
(nee Summers), Uncle Jim, Gran’s
sister Lizzie, unknown lady,
uncle Will, Grandfather. Front
row: Uncle Bob, Jane, Joan, Don
and Uncle Percy.

Can anyone recognise anybody
and maybe add a little more to
the family’s past?

Sue Dawson
01886 821306

Whitbourne Friendship Club

Our gathering in November went
to the Hop Pocket for coffee and
a browse. It was a lovely sunny
morning when we set off and had
coffee on arrival. We then had a
wander round the shops, some of
us buying Christmas presents
and some looking for ideas.

Four of us had lunch and then a
final browse and came home
after a lovely half day out. Our
next meeting is on December
2nd, when we shall have our
Christmas gathering with mince

pies, coffee etc. All welcome.

Whitbourne WI

November is our AGM and as
usual it was wet and cold; how-

ever the small hall was
warm. We had a nice gath-
ering and Heather began
with birthday posies and
minutes of the last meet-
ing. Ann then gave a brief
account of our visit to
Highgrove when, we all
agreed, we had a lovely
day being helped by beau-
tiful sun. Ann was
thanked for organising
the outing. The Christmas
meeting is an American

supper and bring your own
drink. There will be a quiz on the
table and handbells. The compe-
tition is a table decoration and
we shall have a raffle, so prizes
would be appreciated. The rest of
the correspondence was read out
and a letter from Guide Dogs for
the Blind. We will be arranging
some trips to the theatre when
we have the programme. Di gave
the skittle report; our first match
we won against Leigh and
Bransford and we had a lovely
evening. Yvonne thanked every-
one who attended the garage sale
for Tanga in Touch.

The minutes of the last AGM
were taken as read. Sue Jones
audited the books and is willing
to do it again. The treasurer pre-

sented her statement, the secre-
tary and chairman gave reports
of our activities for the year. The
new committee was elected and
Heather has agreed to do another
year as president, Ann as secre-
tary and Doreen as treasurer. All
were voted en bloc and we wel-
comed Elaine as a new member.

Heather then welcomed our
speaker, Janice Waldron, who
gave us a talk on beads and bead-
making. This was an illustrated
talk with many examples of dif-
ferent types of thread, fasteners,
clamps and pliers used in the
threading. Many questions were
asked about pearls and different
types of beads. One fastener
which was very popular with
everyone was a magnetic once
which would save a lot of fid-
dling when trying to fasten a
necklace.

It was a very interesting talk and
Yvonne thanked Janice for com-
ing and speaking. We then had
tea and coffee and cakes and
chatter. The next meeting is on
December 8th, as mentioned
above.

LG
Thank you

The wardens of St John the
Baptist Church would like to
thank all those who work so hard
behind the scenes all year to
keep our church running
smoothly and looking so beauti-
ful. We wish you all a very happy
Christmas.

SB

100 club draw

The winners of the 100 Club
October draw are as follows: £45
(ticket 103) Ray Ward; £35 (218)
D Howell; £25 (183) Gabrielle
Harrison; £15 (46) B Allen; £10 -
(152) Mr and Mrs Kneen. The
draw was made by the village hall
committee - the 100 Club draw
raises money for the village hall.

Page 6 The Parish Magazine

Parish News
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Tanga Christmas appeal
The garage sale on 7th November
at the home of Yvonne and Robin
Evans raised an amazing £611.
Many thanks to Yvonne and
Robin, to Pat and Kristin who
donated many of the items, to
Steve Symonds who helped a lot
both beforehand and on the day,
and to the rest of the Evans fam-
ily for putting up with us. Also
thanks to the many people who
came to support us and/ or sent
donations – some of them very
generous.

This money goes to support the
Tanga in Touch Christmas
Appeal for AIDS orphans in
Mapinduzi, our link parish in
Tanga, Tanzania. It will enable
many children to get a good start
in life, in spite of losing their par-
ents. Although the financial sit-
uation in the country is improv-
ing somewhat, it is still among
the ten poorest countries in the
world, by World Bank standards.

Having exceeded our target of
£800 (the amount we sent last
year and in 2007), we have
extended it.

Joyce (photograph below) has
been crippled since a childhood
attack of polio. She packages
sweets, and makes ice-cream to
sell to school children as they
leave school, and is very depend-
ent on her tricycle.

However, it is very old and has
been mended at least twice in the
past two years. The brake
breaks instead of braking and
the drive mechanism is unreli-
able, meaning that she has to
take her nephew with her for
motive power. We are aiming to
buy a new invalid tricycle, which
will belong to the parish but can
be lent out as appropriate.

If you would like to
donate, please contact
the Rector, David
Howell, or Brenda Allan
or drop money in at The
Rectory or Gaines Lodge.
(Cheques payable to
Tanga in Touch please).

Thank you.

A snapshot from a farmer’s life
After nearly three years of the
farm being shut down with TB,
we have finally had the all-clear.
And as there happened to be a
pedigree Beef Shorthorn sale
coming up at Chelford in
Cheshire, and there were a cou-
ple of heifers surplus to require-
ments, I thought I’d enter them.

You can just take cattle straight
to market off the field, but time
spent halter training, trimming
and bathing can add value.
Pedigree sales usually have a pre-
sale show where vendors get the
chance to parade their entries.
These two had been inside for a
couple of weeks and had got
used to wearing a halter and
nose clip, and being tied up, but
the actual walking around bit
kept getting put off, until six
days before the sale.

Longlands Waterloo Anita, a two
year old weighing in at over
500kgs mostly went on strike

and refused to move much at all,
and Longlands Hedgerose Bella,
at 300kgs, ran around a lot on
the end of the halter, diving into
corners at any opportunity.

But we persevered, and by Friday
things were looking a bit more
promising, and after a practice
load and a short trip in the stock
box ,it was time to tidy up with
the trimmers, shampoo and blow
dry. This is all done in Geoff
Holborow’s crush, kindly lent as
our own is well past its sell-by
date. A crush is actually a yoke
which restrains the cattle and
modern ones have swing doors
which you can open to get access
to the animal.

The girls seemed to come to
terms with the attention and
stood quietly while hooves were
scrubbed and hairy ears
trimmed. We put extra deep
straw in the shed so they would
stay warm and clean after their

bath. They looked a picture back
in the barn that evening.

Our efforts paid off as they
loaded and travelled well in the
early hours of Saturday morning,
and despite being led into the
totally unfamiliar surroundings
of the market rose to the occa-
sion, staying calm and behaving
fairly well in their respective
show classes. Young Bells even
got a red rosette, which all helps
in the sale ring.

I felt a pang when parting with
them what with being born and
bred here, but hopefully they will
go on to be good breeding cows ,
which is the intention for the
majority of my female calves, not
to be sent off as butcher’s beasts
as the TB has forced me to do in
recent years.

Julia Evans
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Molly’s Story - part 2
by Cynthia Waterman

Kate kept thinking about Molly
as her brush worked busily over
the paper. She remembered the
experience of painting the old
lady that summer sitting in her
un-tamed garden in front of the
crumbling cottage. To Kate she
seemed not unlike her surround-
ings - a wild little creature of
Nature with bird-like darting
eyes, dark as sloes, buried among
the brown furrows and tangled
wisps of white hair. Molly
belonged to yesterday,
untouched by the modern world,
gradually succumbing to neglect.

Numerous attempts had been
made to prise her from the home
she had moved into with Charlie
so long ago.. She had passed the
spring and summer of her life
there and now, even as her
autumn was turning to winter,
she was still happy to remain
where she had always been. The
cottage had changed ownership
several times and she was a nui-
sance to the present owners who
were eager to sell it. Once, when
property prices soared and
quaint cottages were much in
demand, the landlord had tried
both bribery and threats to shift
Molly - but to no avail. Not even
the promise of a "sheltered"
council flat in the nearby market
town would budge her. She
would go on living the way she
had always lived with a rusting
kitchen range for warmth and
cooking, and a privy in the back
garden at the end of a long,
muddy path. "They'll 'ave to take
me out feet first afore they can
sell this place!" she would grin.

Once, the vicar's wife, a conscien-
tious, lady, used to call to see
how Molly was faring in her
damp, decaying cottage. The
vicar himself, with a far-flung
parish to attend to, had little
time and was preoccupied with
worries of his own. There was
some talk that both he and the
local church might become
redundant shortly. The vicar's
wife tried to point out to Molly

the inconvenience of her living
conditions, reminding her, gen-
tly, of the sheltered accommoda-
tion she had been offered in the
town. This resulted in Molly
forming an intense dislike of her
visitor. "Keep'er away from me,
moy duck!" she would plead with
Kate, "I can' aboid the woman!"

Kate was absorbed in painting
her chosen view. Across the field
was a herd of cattle. After a while
they ambled over, curious to see
what she was up to, forming a
semi-circle around her, blocking
her view. She felt their warm
breath on the side of her neck as
they stood gazing at her with
sad, velvety-brown eyes, flicking
their tails and making gentle,
snuffling noises. A moist, inquis-
itive nose investigated her bag
and she snatched it away, fearing
she would lose her blackberries.
Turning, she found a huge pink
tongue exploring the jar of water
beside her and, at the same time,
a great hoof landed on her open
paint box. Kate sighed and stood
up, smiling to herself. The cows
backed away, suddenly nervous.
She glanced at her watch, gath-
ered up her things and tucking
her half-finished work under her
arm, set off for Molly's cottage at
a brisk pace. She would have to
hurry. Her children would soon
be coming out of school and she
wouldn't be allowed to leave
without a chat. "Sit yerself down,
m'dear! and how's they
young'uns o' yours?" she would
say to Kate as she set the hissing
kettle on the range to boil.

The sun was low in the sky and
above her, noisy rooks were gath-
ering as Kate approached the cot-
tage. A light breeze caressed the
trees and a shower of yellow
leaves fluttered down to join the
colourful carpet crunching
beneath her feet in the lane. As
she extracted the blackberries
from her bag, she felt that some-
thing was different, something
was odd. Then she realised that
no smoke was curling skywards

from the crumbling chimney.
She expected to find Molly pot-
tering in her overgrown garden
and ran up the path anxiously.
She pushed at the familiar door
with its chipped paint but it did
not yield. Bending, she peered
through the dusty panes of an
absurdly small window. Through
the gloom, she could just make
out the peeling paper on the wall
opposite. The kitchen was still
and empty and the kettle sat, for-
lorn, on the cold range. Kate
called out but there was no
response.

She ran to the back of the cottage
and looked through into the sit-
ting room - which was rarely
used. It was quite empty and the
few pieces of furniture had dis-
appeared.

She walked slowly back along the
path between a tangle of
michaelmas daisies struggling
among the stinging nettles. Then
she noticed a large board by the
rickety gate. It said: "For Sale by
Auction". At the same time she
heard a sound and felt some-
thing warm and furry brushing
against her leg. Glancing down
she saw Tom looking up at her.

She bent to stroke him and he
purred, pushing his head against
her hand. He looked thin and
scruffy and made no attempt to
escape when she swept him up
and tucked him under her arm.
Hitching her painting bag over
her other shoulder, she hurried
away from the cottage and back
towards the village fighting back
her tears. On the ground, by the
gate, the bag of blackberries lay
forgotten.
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Row over village land use
Feelings ran high when
Whitbourne parish council con-
sidered on November 4 whether
to confirm that they would stick
to the terms of a legal document
preventing land next to the vil-
lage hall being used for a pro-
posed new village shop. About 30
members of the public attended
– they were able to speak during
the public questions session near
the end of the meeting.

The resolution to reaffirm the
council’s adherence to the docu-
ment (a Deed of Gift, drawn up in
1961) was proposed by Mrs
Maureen Williams and seconded
by Mr John Archer. It had first
been raised at the council’s plan-
ning meeting two days previous-
ly, but a vote had been deferred
because not all the councillors
had had time to consider the
papers presented to them.

Mrs Williams said, when first
proposing the resolution: “The
property is held in trust for the
purpose of a village hall for the
residents of Whitbourne and for
that purpose only. The council
holds the land as trustees and
therefore, if this council agreed
to allow the land to be used for
any other purpose, the council
would be in breach of trust and
ultra vires [acting beyond its
powers]. Anyone who knew
about this Deed of Gift could
take us to court and each of us
could incur costs. If we abide by
it, we have no problem.”

A brief discussion took place –
Mr Jerry Cummins asked if the
resolution would block the shop
committee’s progress relating to
the site; council chairman Mr
Rick Freeman said: “ I do not
know whether it does or not… if
this is challenged in the future,
then so be it.”

Mrs Barbara MacKenzie, said: ” It
is perceived as making it very dif-
ficult for the shop to proceeds in
the place it has been looking at
for about two years. It is not just

a point of order.” She proposed
that the meeting be opened to
the public so that they could
express their views – this was
seconded by Mr Jerry Cummins.
The council was evenly divided
on that motion, and the chair-
man cast his vote against open-
ing the meeting to the public,
reminding people that they
would be able to speak towards
the end of the meeting. The
council then voted on the main
resolution – four councillors
voted in favour, three abstained
and one voted against, so it was
carried.

During public questions, consid-
erable anger was expressed by
several people. Mr Andrew Kneen
asked why the council was pur-
suing this action now; Mr
Freeman said: “ It is a legal
requirement.” Legal advice
sought on the point was also a
bone of contention – it was
unclear who had authorised the
request from the council to a
firm of solicitors for legal advice,
but that legal advice had said
that the Deed of Gift, as it stood,
precluded the use of the land for
a shop.

The Rev Doiran Williams, a for-
mer barrister, said: “ Some quite
knotty legal points have emerged
– it seems to me abundantly clear
that whoever asked the clerk to
write for legal advice, that person
acted not only properly but also
as the situation required. The
shop committee hoped to build
on the land. The parish council
needed to know whether in law
they could allow that to happen.
If they had agreed to that course
of action being followed and it
was later established that that
was a) in breach of trust and b)
beyond their powers, those mem-
bers of the council, and perhaps
all of them, who had agreed to
that course of action being fol-
lowed, would be liable. Anyone in
possession of the deed of gift
could have complained and the
parish council would have been

in very great difficulty.”

Mr Dai Jones said that he
believed the council had already
violated the Deed of Gift, by indi-
cating that it owned the land. He
said: “ The land belongs to the
people in the area of benefit and
the parish council can appoint
one person to the village hall
committee. Therefore a major
decision such as building a shop
comes under the remit of the vil-
lage hall committee and on a
major decision like that, every-
one over the age of 18 in the area
of benefit of that deed is allowed
to vote on whether that shop can
go in It has got nothing to do
with the parish council.”

Mr Mike Tobin said: “It could be
resolved if the parish council
wants a shop to go ahead on this
site. It could go to the Charity
Commissioners who are able to
change these conditions [in the
Deed of Gift]. If enough of us in
the village want this to happen,
the Charity Commissioners
would look at it and see if the
restraints in the deed say that
the village can have what the vil-
lage wants.”

Mrs Kate Lack said: “ Can you tell
me what further proof you
require which will satisfy you as
a committee that a) we have con-
sulted adequately and b) that we
have found a place that best
meets the needs of the communi-
ty, because we as a committee
have, after 18 months of full
detailed consultation have come
to the view that this is the best
site for the shop.”

Mr Archer, replied, saying that
just as the council had earlier
considered opposition to one
planning application within the
village, so opposition from those
living near the proposed shop
site should be taken just as seri-
ously.

RE
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No bells for Christmas
Events in Whitbourne church
Tower have been proceeding qui-
etly (a little too quietly for us
since the crack in the bell frame,
discovered in February this year,
was found to be considerably
worse in June and for safety rea-
sons we stopped ringing).

Inspections in 1998 and 2008
had drawn attention to the sad
state of the bells and the frame.
The present cast iron frame, with
the bells on plain bearings, was
installed in 1908 directly onto
wooden beams. A few years later
steel would have been used
rather than wood.

The stresses and strains set up
by ringing six bells, (all of differ-
ent weights but a total of some-
thing over two tons, mounted on
wooden beams, some of which
have shrunk or moved slightly
with age) causes movement – of
the frame in relation to the
beams and of the parts of the
frame in relation to each other.

It really was quite frightening to
be in the belfry while the bells
were rung. These stresses
caused the crack (actually two
cracks). We did consider a tem-
porary plating of the cracked
frame, but two bell advisors,
from the Diocese and English
Heritage said ‘No, it really would
not be safe’ when they visited in
November this year.

Whitbourne has been a notori-
ously difficult tower for ringers.
With plain bearings and a very
long draught (length of rope
between ringer and bell), the
ropes had minds of their own
and the sally was sometimes a
foot away from where it should
have been. Catching the sally is
the first skill a beginner learns,
and a wayward sally is rather off-
putting. A missed sally causes
the rope to behave in an alarming
way! Several beginners have been
discouraged by this.

Our plan now is to reinstate the
ringing floor which was removed
in the Victorian restoration of
1865. As well as shorter ropes
and more comfortable ringing, it
will mean more space on the
ground floor for the clergy when
robing and for the choir assem-
bling before the service. There
will also be much needed storage
space.

The challenge now is how to fit in
a staircase to the new floor or
whether, indeed, to knock an
entrance into the existing tower
stairs. As we are hoping for most
of the funding to come from
English Heritage, we have to rely
on them to tell us what we can
and cannot do.

So until we can find the money
for refitting, retuning and
rehanging bells in a new frame

(Phase I) we cannot ring them.
When we have installed the new
ringing gallery (Phase II) we will
have a celebration. But we can-
not start until the work on the
building itself (some jobs on the
tower, unfinished when money
ran out two years ago, and
replacing the valley gutter lead
between the main and North
aisles) has been done. We are at
present seeking funding of
£25,000 to bring the £75,000
offered by English Heritage up to
the total needed.

In the meantime we have the
chiming mechanism (called the
Ellacombe, after the
Gloucestershire vicar who invent-
ed it so that he could be inde-
pendent of those unruly bell-
ringers!). This is a set of ham-
mers which hit the bells (rather
than ringing where the bells turn
through 360º). It is much easier
than ringing, but hard work, so if
anybody feels like learning a new
skill, please come and see me.

Brenda Allan
Tower Captain

Letter from the Bishop of Ludlow
There is a story of a church carol
service where the misprinted
first line of the carol read ‘Away
with the Manger.’ Sadly a grow-
ing lobby want to do just that
and silence the Christmas mes-
sage: Keep the tinsel and the
frills but throw out the baby.
What I cannot quite understand
is why people feel such a need
unless there is something here
they find uncomfortable or wish
to silence. Nearly always it is
those of no faith and not those of

other faiths who shout.

The Christmas story, given a
moments thought, doesn’t fit the
sentimentalised and often
stereotyped images. It’s about
God becoming one of us in order
to transform us, coming down in
order to lift us up. Here is God
embracing poverty, accepting
frailty, becoming a refugee, expe-
riencing political repression and
eventually dying falsely accused
a criminal’s death. Into that dark-

ness he brings light and a love
that triumphs over evil. He offers
us that new way of living. As one
writer put it ‘With Jesus God
became flesh and blood and
moved into the neighbourhood.’
The question this Christmas is:
how are we going to treat the
neighbours?

Bishop Alistair Magowan
Bishop of Ludlow
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Poplands barn plan rejected
Plans for a barn on part of
Poplands Farm in Whitbourne,
met concerted opposition from
local residents when they were
considered by Whitbourne parish
council. The plans, for the reloca-
tion of an existing modern farm
building (a barn) were also
opposed by the council and will
now be considered by
Herefordshire Council.

Parish council chairman Mr Rick
Freeman declared an interest in
the application and left the room
during the discussion, which was
chaired by vice-chair Mrs
Maureen Williams, who noted

that the change of location from
previous plans had not solved
the problems which the council
had identified with previous sites
for the barn. The relocation of
the barn is part of a redevelop-
ment plan for the farm buildings,
some of which already have plan-
ning permission for conversion
to homes.

Mr John Archer, referring to one
previous site suggested for the
barn, said: “ It was moved from
Boat Lane because it was close to
domestic buildings and it is now
closer still to domestic build-
ings.”

The meeting was opened to the
public to express their views and
Mr John Ransley spoke on behalf
of many local residents. He said
that he and others opposed the
plans because they were too
close to homes, could easily lead
to the barn being used for hous-
ing cattle in the winter and
placed the building on one of the
high points of the village land-
scape, making it directly visible
from the surrounding area. He
said: “ Why, in farmland of over
200 acres, is it necessary to
select a site that affects the
amenity of so many homes?”

RE

Hallowe’en fun at Tiblands
Thank you to everyone who came
to our Hallowe’en party in the
October halfterm - we had a great
time, with everyone dressing up
in fantastic costumes, and a love-
ly hot lunch. We played lots of
games, did some apple bobbing
and enjoyed some dancing.

Watch out for our Christmas
party, school children invited, on

Monday 21st December,
from 11am-1pm, £3 per
child.

Pictured right are the win-
ners of the fancy dress
competition: 1st prize to
Maia Clark-Muzard, 2nd
prize to Joshua Moody and
3rd prize to Olivia Douch.

Bromyard does it again!
What a morning! Coffee, cakes,
crafts and charity came together
as the Conquest Theatre was
again open house to the most
wonderful coffee morning that
helped to raise £523.90 for Help
for Heroes.

The weather was most welcom-
ing and just got better and better
as the day went on and the peo-
ple of Bromyard arrived to show
their support and offer their
good wishes for the service men
and women of our British Armed
Forces.

Cakes flew out of the door along
with beautiful hand made cards,
gifts and shopping bags and so
many other exciting things.

Books that had been donated by
major retailers across the coun-
try, along with the Help for
Heroes promotional gifts of wrist
bands, key rings and lapel
badges also gave another inter-
esting dimension to the morning.
The generosity of the businesses
from Bromyard and the sur-
rounding area made for fun and
laughter as the tombola alone
raised an amazing £270.

The Bromyard Platoon of the
Hereford and Worcester Army
Cadet Force also played a great
part in the weekend of remem-
brance. They smiled constantly
as they packed the bags of the
customers of the Co-operative
Supermarket, Tenbury Road,

raising a grand sum of £522.44.

This magnificent total of
£1,046.34, raised in a few hours
during the morning of Saturday
7th November, is a credit to the
people of Bromyard and shows
the depth of their support for
our troops in Afghanistan and
other locations around the world.

Many of the visitors to the events
donated at the coffee morning as
well as the bag packing at the Co-
op Supermarket. Thank you to
everyone who supported, spon-
sored and helped promote this
great day for Help for Heroes.

Lynda Carson
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Agricultural Chaplain’s Report
Climate change and food

Lord Stern, who wrote the 2006
Stern Review on the cost of glob-
al warming, was quoted recently
in The Times newspaper that
people would need to move
towards a vegetarian diet as meat
production was wasteful of water
and farm animals were signifi-
cant contributors to greenhouse
gases. Farming organisations
have suggested that this is a sim-
ple analysis of a complex issue
and that livestock farming was
an intelligent use of land that
was less productive of other out-
puts and that grassland was an
important carbon store. The
industry also claimed that there
had been a 17% reduction in
methane emissions from UK agri-
culture since 1990 and that the
sector accounted for only 1% of
the UK’s total CO2 emissions.

Ray Hammond, a visiting lecturer
at Oxford University and an
expert in forecasting social and
economic trends suggests that
food prices will quadruple in real
terms in twenty years unless cli-
mate change is addressed.
Climate change will put stress on
land and resources and yields of
some staple crops could fall.
Scenarios such as these have
prompted a renewed call for
spending on agricultural R&D,
including the development of
genetically modified crops. A
report published by the Royal
Society has called for a decade-
long research programme invest-
ing at least £200m a year
towards improved crops and sus-
tainable crop management.

Biodiversity

The Government has announced
that it will review the costs and
benefits of connecting sites rich
in biodiversity, such as Sites of
Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs)
and Areas of Outstanding
Natural Beauty (AONBs) to make
ecological corridors as a way of
helping wildlife cope with the

threat from climate change. “Re-
wilding” of certain areas, where
land management is largely
abandoned in order to promote
return to the natural (wild) habi-
tat, is also under consideration.

Agriculture needs new blood

A report published by the Royal
Agricultural Society suggests
that UK agriculture needs to
attract 60,000 new entrants over
the next decade if it is to main-
tain the level of skills and labour
needed for the industry.
Agriculture’s 150,000 businesses
accounts for 6% of total UK busi-
nesses and 2% of employment.
However the average age of farm-
ers is 55 and 41% of agriculture’s
employees are aged 50 or more.

Rural Payments Agency criti-
cised by NAO

The National Audit Office (NAO),
the financial “watchdog” of the
government, has heavily criti-
cised the Rural Payments Agency
(RPA). It estimates that the RPA
has wasted £680m of public
money on unforeseen adminis-
tration costs since the Single
Payment Scheme was launched in
2005, including £280m set aside
to pay EU Commission fines for
failing to meet its delivery tar-
gets. The cost of administering
payments is reckoned to be
£1,743 per applicant, compared
to £285 per applicant in
Scotland.

Biodiesel production

The International Energy
Agency’s Bioenergy Task Group
has published a report stating
that the world production of
biodiesel has increased ten-fold
since 2000 to 10.9bn litres, and
could double by 2012. Bioethanol
has also increased from less than
20bn litres a year to 66bn litres a
year. However almost all of the
growth is accounted for in three
countries: the United States,
Brazil and Germany, which

together account for more than
50% and 75% of biodiesel and
bioethanol production respec-
tively. The UK is ranked sixth for
biodiesel production (c3.3% of
world production) and ninth for
bioethanol production (0.2% of
world production).

New coalition for rural issues

Six national organisations have
joined to form “The Rural
Coalition”, arguing for a new
vision for rural communities and
wishing to safeguard the future
of the countryside. The organisa-
tion is chaired by Matthew Taylor
MP, the author of a report on
rural housing and employment in
2008. The six: Action for
Communities in Rural England
(ACRE), Campaign to Protect
Rural England (CPRE), Country
Land and Business Association
(CLA), Local Government
Association (LGA), Royal Town
Planning Institute (RTPI) and the
Town and Country Planning
Association; represent councils,
rural businesses, environmental
campaigners and planners. They
are pressing for new policy initia-
tives to ensure the countryside
can meet the challenges of the
21st century.

Best wishes,

Nick Read

The Rev Nick Read, Agricultural
Chaplain, Diocese of Hereford



Wedding barn plan rejected
Plans for a six-bay barn to be
used as a wedding and corporate
events venue on land near the
Olde Rectory, Boat Lane,
Whitbourne, were opposed by
Whitbourne parish council after
considerable opposition was
expressed by local residents. The
plans will now be considered by
Herefordshire Council.

The plans were opposed on the
grounds of extra traffic in an

area where the roads were
unsuitable, a lack of parking,
especially for coaches or
minibuses, the noise and distur-
bance likely to be generated,
especially late at night and con-
cern over sewerage; one end of
Boat Lane can be badly affected
by flooding which causes sewer-
age problems.

Several local residents voiced
their opposition at a parish coun-

cil planning meeting, and a letter
from the Diocesan Church
Council expressed concern about
the effect on the church and its
congregation from traffic con-
gestion; the application also has
several letters of support from
local traders and from
Bromyard’s town clerk, Mike
Cresswell.

RE

Anonymous note - a reply
“We felt compelled to respond to
the ‘anonymous’ and rather vin-
dictive correspondence pushed
through our letterbox the other
day, enclosing a copy of our sup-
porting letter to the Planning
Authority together with an
extract from proposals in favour
of the new Wedding Barn at the
Olde Rectory.

“Rather maliciously in pink high-
lighter, was the point that
‘Rectory dinner parties negate
the need to travel to pubs and
restaurants’ and a further high-
lighted comment ‘Conned or
what?’ handwritten across our
letter.

“What this individual failed to
mention was a bullet point or
two above stated ‘The village pub

and community shop are actively
promoted and just a short walk
away ……’.

“Yes, we know that the Olde
Rectory host in-house dinners.
This does not pose a threat to us,
as any visitor to a venue would
not normally eat in the same
establishment on two consecu-
tive days. The more visitors to
the Rectory, the more recommen-
dations to the pub and shop,
which are an essential part of vil-
lage life.

“With the bite of the recession
hanging over us, it is little won-
der people want to get away from
it all. Whitbourne is a lovely part
of the world and local small busi-
nesses rely just as much on the
support from tourism as well as

from the locals.

“We wonder whether this person
uses the facilities in the village,
or are they not a pub-goer and
oppose the proposals for the vil-
lage shop as well?

“In these difficult times, we
should be all pulling together
and supporting local businesses,
not making unpleasant and cow-
ardly attacks on individuals.

“Maybe this person has personal
issues about the proposals for
the Olde Rectory, but we say,
‘Live and Let Live’ – why else
would there be a pub of that
name in the village?”

Debbie Johnson & Tony Bartle
Live & Let Live, Whitbourne
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So who needs a priest?
We probably ALL do, from time
to time, but definitely in church
Sunday by Sunday to lead our
church services. But what about
when a priest is not available to
take a service – what do we do
then? The current options are
either to travel to another church
where there is a service (at a dif-
ferent time of day, perhaps), or
do something else (play golf, do
the garden, read the paper, play
football...). But if those options
don't suit you, and you would
like a service at “your” church
every Sunday, at the same (nor-
mal) time, we have a possible
solution.
The Rector and I, supported by

the PCC, have devised a new serv-
ice that can be held every Sunday
when no priest is available, to be
“led” by whoever comes. It is
loosely based on the sample
service “For All the Church
Family” in New Patterns for
Worship. It has been specially
adapted to not need a priest, but
contains all the usual elements
of a meaningful act of worship:
Prayers, Confession, Readings,
Creed, Intercessions, and even
hymns and canticles if desired
(and if music is available). There
would not be a sermon unless a
licensed reader was available.
The service book includes plenty
of guidance, and resources (such

as the readings sheet) will be
made available.
We hope to try this out starting
on Advent Sunday, 29th
November, at 11am at Upper
Sapey. You will be most welcome
to come and join us, and find out
just how this might work in your
church. We hope to start with
coffee and chat, so we can all be
prepared for what is to happen.
You can see the new Sunday
Worship service booklet by fol-
lowing the link on the
Whitbourne home page, or go
straight to
www.whitbourne.org.uk/files/La
ySundayWorship.pdf

John Bland
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PCC developments
The PCC met both in September
and October; the meeting nor-
mally held in July had to be post-
poned.

The September meeting was an
open meeting and was attended
by four parishioners in addition
to PCC members. The main topic
was “Mission” and section 3 of
the Parish Action Plan for
Mission, Fabric and Fundraising
was reviewed. Many interesting
ideas were put forward. Each
Parish church has been asked to
suggest names of people who
might be interested in becoming
members of a group to develop
Local Ministry. Two names have
already been put forward and the
Rector will discuss what may be
involved with the individuals
concerned. It was suggested that
someone should attend in each
of our Parish churches at a regu-
lar time each Sunday when no
service was being held, who
might be joined by others for
prayers. The Rector would wel-

come views on this idea.

At its October meeting the PCC
reviews its Policies covering
Health and Safety, Vulnerable
Adults and Child Protection. The
current Health and Safety and
Vulnerable Adults Policies were
re-adopted. The Child Protection
Policy re-adopted in 2008 was
based on the Diocesan 2003
Policy. This Policy has been
revised in order to implement
the House of Bishops 2004 Policy
(the former Policy can be found
on the Diocesan website -
www.hereford.anglican.org – and
the latter on www.churchofeng-
land.org). The PCC therefore
adopted the proforma Parish
Policy appended to the Diocesan
Policy.

The Rector explained the four
features of the Mission Money
Project for which the Deanery
has been successful in obtaining
a grant from the Diocese. These
are a community event in each

benefice group, two Deanery
Away Days, bursaries for the
Education and Christian
Discipleship course and the
establishment of a Deanery web-
site and newsletter. It is envis-
aged that a community event in
the Parish will take place in
Spring 2010 and detailed plan-
ning will shortly begin. The first
Deanery Away Day will be held
on either 24 April or 8 May 2010.

The PCC has received notifica-
tion that the Church
Commissioners and the Diocesan
Board of Finance have accepted
an offer for the purchase of
Wolferlow Church for conversion
to residential use. It has been
made clear to the prospective
purchaser that the Churchyard
will remain open for future buri-
als. The PCC has asked to be kept
closely informed of develop-
ments.

Stuart Beare

WI recipe
Chocolate and orange roulade

Sponge
sunflower oil, for greasing
200g/8oz plain chocolate, broken into pieces
6 eggs, separated
200g/8oz caster sugar
icing sugar, for dusting
Filling
200g tub creme fraiche
142ml pot double cream
finely grated zest of 1 orange
50g/2oz caster sugar
few drops vanilla extract
Icing
142ml pot double cream
140g/5oz dark chocolate, broken into pieces

Heat oven to 180C/fan160C/gas 4. Grease a 23cm
x 33cm Swiss roll tin and line with baking parch-
ment. To make the sponge, put the chocolate into
a small bowl over a pan of hot water and heat gen-
tly, stirring occasionally, until completely melted.
Leave to cool. Whisk the egg yolks and caster sugar
together in a large bowl until light and creamy,
then add the melted chocolate and mix completely.

In a separate bowl, whisk the egg whites until stiff,
then carefully fold into the chocolate mixture.

Pour the mix into the prepared tin, spreading it
into the corners. Bake for 12-15 mins until puffed
up and just set. Remove from the oven, then tip
onto a large piece of baking parchment then cover
with a clean tea towel until cool.

For the filling, whisk together the creme fraiche,
double cream, orange zest and sugar until softly
whipped, then chill until needed.

To make the icing, bring the cream gently to the
boil in a pan. Tip in the chocolate pieces, then stir
until melted into a glossy mixture. Leave until firm
enough to spread over the cake.

To assemble, remove the tea towel and spread the
filling over the sponge. Roll up the cake from the
shortest side, using the paper to help lift and roll
it. Place on a serving plate, spread the icing over
the top and sides and chill until ready to serve,
dusting with icing sugar just before serving.



Thursday December 3, 7.30pm, Saltmarshe and District Hall, Floral demonstration by Brigette
Manton.

Saturday December 5, 10.30am-1.30pm, Sapey village hall, Christmas Fayre. Refreshments, tombola,
raffle. Peter Thorneycroft wil have his children’s book on sale. In aid of Air Ambulance and Acorns.

Sunday December 13, 7.30pm, Whitbourne Hall, A Celebration of Christmas with Chapter Eight.
Tickets £12.50, booking essential on 821850.

Saturday December 19, 7.30pm, Whitbourne Village Hall, Christmas Concert in aid of St Richard's
Hospice. Free entry, please give generously to the collection

Tuesday January 5, 7.30pm, Whitbourne Village Hall, Whitbourne Parish Council meeting. Members
of the public are welcome.

Saturday February 13, Sapey Golf Club, Valentine’s evening - more details to come.

Saturday February 27, Safari Supper, in Whitbourne and surrounding area. To take part, please
contact Stella Oakey on 821330.

Tuesday March 2, 7.30pm, Whitbourne Village Hall, Annual Parish Meeting and Parish Coucnil
Meeting - members of the public welcome.

EVERY FRIDAY, 9.30 -11.30am Upper Sapey Village Hall FRIDAY MARKET. Fresh produce, crafts and
plants. Tea, coffee and cake.
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Christmas Cheer by Shirley Whittall

Merry Christmas dear, here’s your present
Is the oven on dear? This turkey’s no pheasant
It will take a good four hours for it to cook

You roll the bacon round the sausages
And with stuffing I’ll fill the turkey up

Rashers of streaky bacon you can lay upon its breast
Then shove it in the oven dear, you’ve done your very best

You peel the potatoes dear, and I’ll do the sprouts
The carrots and the leeks and give Grandad his stout

I’ll put the roast potatoes in so they get nice and crispy
And you can wash the dishes, as I’m feeling rather sickly

Oh, fetch the steamer will you dear, and bring the water to the boil
I’ll fetch the Christmas pudding and cover it with foil

It will take a good two hours, so I’ll make the brandy butter
And put it in the fridge, as when it’s cold it tastes much better
I got some tins of custard we can warm up in the microwave
And some brandy for the pudding, so you can set it all ablaze
I have put the wine in the fridge so that it is nicely chilled

And the Christmas crackers are on the table
Oh, it does look nice, I’m thrilled

Before the family arrive, we’ll sit down and have a rest
Oh, do go and change your shirt dear, you look a bit of a mess
While the dinner’s cooking dear, we’ll have a glass of sherry

‘Merry Christmas’ to everyone, let’s get a little merry!
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THE LIVE AND LET LIVE
WHITBOURNE VILLAGE

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
XMAS PARTY NIGHTS WITH ENTERTAINMENT

£30 PER HEAD TO INCLUDE 3-COURSE DINNER

BOOKING ESSENTIAL
Wednesday 16/Thursday 17 December
Tuesday 22/Wednesday 23 December

Menu
Parsnip & Sweet Potato Soup

Smoked Salmon with Horseradish & Rocket Pesto
Fan of Melon with Raspberry Coulis & Lemon Sorbet

*****
Roast Turkey with all the Traditional Trimmings
Saddle of Lamb with Orange & Cranberry Stuffing

Braised Beefsteak with Smoked Paprika & Wild Mushrooms
Pan Fried Seabass with Orange & Mint Hollandaise

Roast Root Vegetable Melt
(All served with a selection of fresh vegetables and potatoes)

*****
Christmas Pudding with Brandy Sauce

Black Cherry Bakewell
White Chocolate & Baileys Cheesecake

Cheeseboard
*****

Coffee & Mince Pies
*****

Don’t Forget – Xmas Eve Special Carvery
3 Courses - £18.00 per head
2 Courses - £14.00 per head
Main Course Only - £10.50

Book now to avoid disappointment!
Contact Debbie or Tony for more details

Telephone: 01886 821016
E-mail: theliveandletlive@btconnect.com

Season’s Greetings to all our customers
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Useful numbers (all 01886 unless shown otherwise)

Knightwick Surgery 821279

Great Witley Surgery 01299 896788

Nunwell Surgery, Bromyard 01885 483412

Herefordshire Council 01432 260000

Worcestershire Council 01905 763763

West Mercia Constabulary 08457 444888

PC Jill Richardson 07816 548932

CSO Stephanie Annette 07970 602354

Whitbourne Village Shop 822227

Clifton-upon-Teme Village Stores 812303

The Parish Magazine: advertising rates
The magazine is distributed to more than 330 households in Edvin Loach, Tedstone

Delamere, Tedstone Wafre, Upper Sapey, Whitbourne and Wolferlow.
Adverts cost just £8 for a half page - a great way to reach local customers.
To advertise, please e-mail your requirements to francis@bromyard.com

Months 1 3 6 12

Full page £20.00 £60.00 £120.00 £240.00
Half page £8.00 £24.00 £48.00 £96.00
Quarter page £4.00 £12.00 £24.00 £48.00
Eighth page £2.00 £6.00 £12.00 £24.00

~~~ NB a full page is now £20/month (from January) ~~~
All other prices from half a page down to one-eighth unchanged

Don’t forget to mention the Parish Magazine when replying to adverts

Tiblands Nursery School 821394

Whitbourne Primary School 821266

Clifton-upon-Teme Primary School 812258

Brockhampton Primary School 01885 483238

Saltmarshe & District Hall 853512

Upper Sapey Village Hall 853327

Whitbourne Village Hall 821255

Clifton-upon-Teme Village Hall 812880

Live and Let Live (Whitbourne) 821016

Live and Let Live (Bringsty Common) 821462

Stop
at the
Shop!
Home-made preserves, fresh local fruit
& vegetables, cards, stationery, soaps,
household products and much more.

Weekdays:
8.45 a.m. to 5.30 p.m.

Saturday:
9.00 a.m. to 3.00 p.m.

Sunday:
10.00 a.m. to 1.00 p.m.

Run entirely by volunteers
for your community

LJB
BOOK KEEPING & ACCOUNTS

• BOOK KEEPING
• INVOICING
• CREDIT CONTROL
• VAT RETURNS
• SELF ASSESSEMENT

T: 01886 821447 M:07753 508 484
E: l.bradshaw174@btinternet.com

ALL YOUR BOOK KEEPING REQUIREMENTS

SEASONED HARDWOOD
FIREWOOD

CUT & SPLITTO REQUIRED SIZE
Delivered in metre cube bags with crane vehicle

NO STACKING - NO MESS - NO PROBLEMS

Contact David 07866 441154



The Parish MagazinePage 18

A S Y O U  L IK E  ITA S Y O U  L IK E  ITA S Y O U  L IK E  ITA S Y O U  L IK E  IT

� Interior D esig n a nd Con sultancy

� P ainting; In ternal a nd  E x ternal

� W allpapering

01886 822 238
07793 361 768

P rovid ing an entire range o f hom e 

decoration serv ices including:

W ith   over 5  years  experience you can be sure of an  excellent result as 

w ell as a  com petitive price. R eferences are available upon request.

P lease do not hesitate to call fo r a  no  obligation  quote. N o job too big 

or too sm all!

R achel M utter
L ady D ecorator

W histlew ood C ottage, L ulsley, K nightw ick , W O R C E STE R  W R 6 5QT
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Your Professional, Friendly, Local Independent  
Travel Shop Dealing With Large & Specialist Fully 

Bonded Tour Operators & Flight Suppliers.  
 

We Can Even Tailor Make Your Holiday! 
 

Free Out Of Hours Appointment Service Available! 
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A Traditional 

Christmas Concert 

led by Whitbourne singers 

 in aid of 

St. Richard’s Hospice. 
 

WHITBOURNE 

VILLAGE HALL 

7:30pm 

Saturday 19th December 
 

Join us for a relaxing evening 

of Christmas music 

with mulled wine and mince pies. 
 

Please give generously to the collection. 
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Are we mad?   We are thinking of building an 

INDOOR SWIMMING POOL, the ‘SUCKLEY SHAREPOOL’ 

on our farm at Suckley Road, Knightwick.

It would be for private hire, in hourly or half hourly slots.  

Would you like to swim regularly in complete privacy all the year round?  

Apparently there are only two actual poolshares in England, we’ve been to see them both, one has been running 

for 20 years on a fairly remote farm in Norfolk. They are enjoyed by many of the local community, groups and 

families. Commuters and serious fitness people swim early and late, as the pool is open 6.30 am – 10.30pm.  

During the day they are mainly used by mums and babies, ‘ladies who lunch’ and the over 50s. In evenings and 

at weekends families and small groups book a regular weekly time. ‘One off’ slots are available by arrangement.   

We hope to heat our pool to around 30�C using a ‘green’ heat source. Currently we are looking at biomass, wood 

– chips, logs or pellets, or miscanthus, and a geo-thermal heat exchange pump. Rapeseed oil, wind turbine and 

solar heating appear not to be suitable.  

The pool size will be big enough for a maximum of eight swimmers, and of course it is unsafe for anyone to 

swim alone, so we would insist on a minimum of two. 

There will be individual changing facilities for ingoing and outgoing groups. 

We will expect the insurance, business rates, building and start-up and running costs to be large, but hope to 

charge around  £16 - £25 for a one off slot according to day and time, which, shared between eight people is 

cheaper than the public pools. Also, no parking charges in Suckley!   A yearly or half yearly ‘poolshare’ booking 

should work out very reasonably. The ones we looked at started at £165 for 6 months 

If the sums add up and the planners agree, we hope to be up and running in 2010. 

HERE’S THE CRUNCH. We need to know if there is any interest before we take the plunge!  

 

If you think you might possibly enjoy a local, private swim, be kind enough to register your interest,  

with absolutely no obligation, by phoning John and Jill Hammonds on 

01886 884221 or email john@pewcroft.fsnet.co.uk 
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Stop
at the
Shop!

Home-made preserves, fresh local fruit
& vegetables, cards, stationery, soaps,
household products and much more.

Opening hours
~~~

Weekdays:
8.45 a.m. to 5.30 p.m.

Saturday:
9.00 a.m. to 3.00 p.m.

Sunday:
10.00 a.m. to 1.00 p.m.

~~~

Run entirely by volunteers
for your community
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Sunday December 13th    7.30pm 
 

Tickets £12.50  
 

Booking essential 

Phone 01886 821860 for tickets 
 

Whitbourne Hall is just off A44, follow signs from the Wheatsheaf pub 

A map can be found on our website www.whitbournehall.co.uk
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Richard Bond and Mick Adams
We are able to offer
the folowing services

~ Grass cutting, Strimming
~ Hedge trimming
~ General gardening
~ Fencing
~ Pathways
~ Patios
~ Shed building and repair
~ Gravestone resetting,

cleaning & maintenance
~ Other jobs as required

Sensible Rates ~ Quotations
Please call Richard Bond on

01886 821641 or 07785 396159

Established local business, specialising
in the cleaning of period homes.

Insured, with excellent references

07929895151

After 6pm week days and any time
during the weekend

L Y N C R O S S
CLEANING SERVICES

����������	
���������
 

Knightwick Surgery

Do you have friends or family 

who are ready to stop smoking? 

We are now offering a 

�������������������� 
with our smoking counsellors 

 

Simply 

make the first step 

ask at reception for a  

15 minute appointment 

TODAY ! 
 

01886 821279 

Bromyard
Business
Services

For all your payroll, PAYE,
VAT and book-keeping needs

We offer a flexible
personalised service,
freeing you up to run

your business rather than
chasing paperwork.

Please call Linda Smith on
01885 488678

to discuss your requirements
or e-mail

linda@bromyard.com
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The Parish of Greater Whitbourne

www.buy.at/Whitbourne

www.buy.at/Whitbourne
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WHITBOURNE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
would like to announce their 

GRAND PRIZE DRAW 

Lots of wonderful prizes!!! 
 

To be drawn in the village hall after the evening performance of the school 

Christmas production on Wednesday 16
th

 December.

Tickets will be on sale from the School Office, village shop and parents. 

All offers of prizes will be most welcome 
 Please contact Jenny Mitchell on 821719,  

Ruth Neville on 821263 or Elaine James on 821151 

As we are not holding a Christmas Fayre at the school this year please help 

us make this the biggest and best raffle yet. All proceeds to Whitbourne 

Primary School PTFA to fund extra events and equipment for the children. 

 Thank you for your support 

Saltmarshe & District Hall 
 

Christmas Floral Demonstration 

 

with Brigette Manton 

Thursday, 3rd December, 2009  
 

at 7.30 p.m. 

 
Tickets: £7.00 

 

(to include a mince pie and a glass of mulled wine) 

Tea and coffee available 
 

For more information and tickets: 

Di Yarnold   01886 853512 

 Lin Harvey               01885 488316
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King’s Arms Yard, Bromyard, Herefordshire. HR7 4EE 
 

Tel: 01885 488822 
www.bromyardvets.co.uk

RCVS approved Tier 2 

Purpose built, dedicated small animal 

facility. 

Overnight in-patient care 

24 hour emergency service with our own 

vets 

Full in-patient facilities including separate 

dog/cat and prey species ward & Isolation 

Ward 

 

�In-house Laboratory 

�ECG & Blood Pressure Monitoring 

�Orthopaedic surgery 

�X-Ray & Colour Dopplar Ultrasound 

Scanner                                                             

�Dentistry 

�Treatment of raptors & other avians 

�Nurse Clinics 

 
Martin Flamank BVetMed MRCVS 
Sandie Weeks-Gibbard BVSc MRCVS 
Gemma Taylor BVSc MRCVS 
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Feet First

FOOT HEALTH CLINIC
Mark W. Loveday BA (Hons)

S.A.C Dip FHPT S.A.C Dip FHPP

I offer treatments of:

• Corns • Callus
• Nails: nail trimming, ingrown nails and

thickened nails
• Fungal Infections • Verrucas

I also offer biomechanical assessments,
custom made insoles and
general foot care advice.

Prices: Nail trimming - £14
Full treatment (for corns, callus etc…

includes a nail trim) - £20
Home Visits - £26

For an appointment please
telephone the surgery on

01885 483555
Market Square Surgery, Cutting Edge,

10 The Square, Bromyard



Including

��  Patios 
��  Fencing
��  Hedging

Qualified chainsaw operator
Telephone:

01531 670756 or 07789 062450

Garden  &  Landscape
Maintenance

Chris Treuttens

Riding lessons-for all ages
and abilities.
Hacking-through wonderful
countryside.
Horse Livery-small friendly
yard.

Roger Benbow
BHSAI Registered Instructor

Phone:  01885 488791
mobile: 07792 358741
www.tiptonhallridingschool.com

Tipton Hall Riding School

WHITBOURNE ON THE WEB
Click into the future with the Parish Of Greater Whitbourne’s 

own website at www.whitbourne.org.uk
with links to all sorts of local websites you can find out what’s going on at the school, with
the farming community, Tanga in Touch, the People of Old Whitbourne Project and much
more. Take a look at the picture gallery or the diary page to see what’s been happening 

and what’s coming up.

And, for all your online shopping needs, visit
www.buy.at/Whitbourne

where every purchase earns a commission for the Parish of Greater Whitbourne
Keep on buying on line using www.buy.at/Whitbourne
to connect you to those retailers that pay us to shop!
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R2D2 SURVEYS LIMITED
Land and Engineering Surveying Services.
Topographical Surveys for Planning Applications

Setting Out of Civil Engineering and Buildings
Volumetric Surveys and Earthmoving Design

GPS and Robotic Equipment for fast accurate Surveys
Roger Dixon, Smythes Croft, Whitbourne, Herefordshire. WR6 5RP

Tel 07973 381362      Email: radixon @ lineone.net

 

 

 

 

Red Kite 

Pest Control 
&  

Wildlife Management 
 

Com bining Tradition  and InnovationCom bining Tradition  and InnovationCom bining Tradition  and InnovationCom bining Tradition  and Innovation     
 

For all your local Pest Control requirements 
Humane, environmentally responsible methods 

  

Flexible Contracts ~ Individual Treatments 
 

BPCA and NPTA Qualified 

NPTA and UKPCO member 
 

All INSECT Pests 
 

All RODENT Pests 
 

All WILDLIFE Pests 
 

Specialized Trapping service 

Pest Prevention  
 

Free Advice ~ Free initial survey 

Free no obligation Quotations 
 

Telephone Andy Staples on: 

07977 044987 / 01886 832730 
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Tiblands Nursery School
Whitbourne
Nr Worcester
WR6 5RE

01886 821394

Sylvia & Trish Garness NNEB NVQ3 TDLB (Assessor for the NVQ)
Take Ten More For Play (after school training)

Established in 1966, new purpose built building officially opened on
Saturday 7th October 2006.

Ofsted approved and nursery education grants accepted.  
Good partnerships with local schools.

Open all year round from 8.30-6pm for children aged 2-5 years, offer-
ing quality care and education in a secure and nourishing environment.

After-school club open Monday to Friday. 

For more details or to arrange a visit contact Sylvia or Trish.



Have you got a problem with your
TV, VIDEO, WASHING MACHINE,

MICROWAVE etc ?

Then call
Pat Priest

General Electric Services
NOW!

Established locally for 18 years with
over 30 years experience of the

trade.  We offer fast, reliable and
honest solutions to your problems at

fixed rate prices
01886 821109

24 hour answering services

WOODBURNING
MULTIFUEL, OIL & ELECTRIC

STOVES

FLUE & CHIMNEY LINING
OIL FIRED AGA/RAYBURN

SERVICING

SHOWROOM
OVER 20 STOVES ON DISPLAY
STOVAX, AUSTROFLAMM,

AARROW,
DON & WARMLAND

OPEN
WED-FRI 10am-4pm 
SAT 10am-1pm

AT STEPS FARM, CLIFTON
UPON TEME

IAN & SUE SPAREY

(01886) 812452
07746 762021

HETAS/OFTEC REGISTERED

Historic Building Health Checks; Surveys; Specifications; Job Supervision
Wide ranging advice - for all types of construction and repair

using traditional methods and materials.
Over thirty years' experience
Principal; Noel Knight IHBC

Perryfield House, Whitbourne, Worcester WR6 5RZ
tel/fax 01886 822107; mobile 07813 161428; e-mail noel.knight@btopenworld.com

HHiissttoorriicc  BBuuiillddiinnggss
AAddvviissoorryy  SSeerrvviiccee
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M. BRADSHAW 

GENERAL BUILDER 

 

ALL ASPECTS OF BUILDING WORK 

UNDERTAKEN 
 

TEL: 01886 821447 

MOBILE: 07714 542536 

E mail: m.k.bradshaw@btinternet.com 

HUGH DAVIS

GROUNDS MAINTENANCE

Most aspects of tree surgery undertaken, including
pruning, trimming, felling and removal

Hedge laying and fencing
Mowing and garden maintenance

From private garden to agricultural (HLS) work
NPTC qualified and full public liability insurance

Contact 
01886 821542 or 07813 611221



Mick Rone
Plumbing & Elite Bathrooms

THE COMPLETE INSTALLATION

������������

Building alterations to create
that extra space

Lighting effects
Superb tiling ideas
Air baths installed
Special needs

������������

For that extra care and attentions
in your home and a free survey to
discuss your bathroom projects

Tel/Fax 01886 884598

BROMYARD BOARDING KENNELS
New Barnes, Bromyard, Herefordshire HR7 4PA

1 mile out of Bromyard on the Stourport road (B4203)

Proprietor: Richard Evans
Tel. & fax: 01885 483486

Extra large luxury
heated accommodation

180-acre country setting 
for ample daily exercise

Vaccinated boarders only

Fully licensed and insured

Inspection most welcome
By appointment
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TAYLORS CONSERVATORY CARE
A family run business with an
established reputation for

professional top quality service

Supply and Installation
Aftersales care and Re-roofing

We supply and fit:

- Aluminium Windows and Doors
- UPVC Windows and Doors
- Hardwood and Softwood 
Windows and Doors
- Conservatories in Hardwood, 
UPVC and Aluminium

We are agents for Compton Garages 
and Alton Greenhouses, also 
Pilkingtons Approved Installers

PLEASE PHONE FOR A FREE QUOTATION 
contact us at 22 Saxon Close, 

Clifton-upon-Teme Worcester WR6 6DL
01886 812424 Mob. 07801 281821



WWooooddeenndd

Painter & Decorator
Interior & Exterior

Heathfield
Bringsty

Nr Worcester
Tel:-  01886 821392

! Good Eating !

Outside catering for any occasion
Parties, Weddings, Receptions, Funeral teas

Very competitive prices & excellent service

For more information call:
Janet Rogers (01885) 482392

J. A. C Joinery
Bespoke hand made
kitchens, fine furniture
and joinery. Please see our
website for our portfolio.

Competitive prices. 

To discuss your requirements
and request a free quotation,
contact us at :- Unit 44 
The Hop Pocket craft centre
Bishops Frome, 
Worcester WR6 5BT

Daytime Telephone
07968 343174
or 07742 228196

Evening Tel / Fax 
01432 850288

www.jacjoinery.co.uk

Alan Rogers
Tree Maintenance
& Gardening

4 Clover Court
Bromyard,
Herefordshire,
HR7 4BJ

Phone: 01885 482916
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LOGS
SALE4
Call 07721 458089
or 01886 821394
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CARPET & UPHOLSTERY 
CLEANING SPECIALISTS

PART OF CHAMBERMAIDS EST. 1993

50% Discount Offer
-  Fully Trained & Insured Operators
-  Latest Equipment
-  Minimum Drying Times
-  We Move Furniture
-  Customer Satisfaction Guarantee
-  Oriental Rug Specialists
-  Stainshield Treatment
-  Deodorizer Treatment
-  Conditioning Treatment
-  Quotations on Request

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning Specialists, Highfields, Knightwick, Worcestershire WR6 5QG

CARPETS Normal Discounted
(average) Price Price
Lounge (15’ x 12’) £52 £26
Through Lounge (20’ x 12’) £64 £32
Hall, Stairs, Landing (Standard) £64 £32
Bedroom £52 £26

UPHOLSTERY
3 Piece Suite from £100 £50
Leather Suite price on application

CURTAINS (in situ)
Full Length (per pair) £60 £30
Half Length (per pair) £50 £25

Minimum charge £26

* BOOKING LINE *
01886 821554

07971 603007

�

�
�

�
�
�

� �����������
� 	���
����������
�
� ����
��������������
� �������
� ������������
� ����������������������
� ��������������������
�

���������������������������������
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�� ����!���"������#���
�$�������������"�$�%�&'(�

Stop
at the
Shop!
Home-made preserves, fresh local fruit &
vegetables, cards, stationery, soaps,
household products and much more.

Did you know . . . the 25 volunteers
between them contribute 2,676 hours
each year?  That’s the equivalent 

of 3 people full-time!
~~~

Weekdays:
8.45 a.m. to 5.30 p.m.

Saturday:
9.00 a.m. to 3.00 p.m.

Sunday: 
10.00 a.m. to 1.00 p.m.

~~~
Run entirely by volunteers

for your community 
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TC SERVICES
Plumbing & Domestic Appliance Repairs

City and Guilds Registered
20 Years experience

Public Liability Insured
10% Discount for OAPs

Tony Clarke
6 Toll House Close, Rushwick, Worcester, WR2 5TX

Tel: 07793 815369 01905 424738

The Village Stores

For all your day to day needs :-

� Daily Newspapers & Magazines
� Boxed orders for collection
� Off Licence & Cigarettes
� Fresh Meat & Vegetables
� Lottery, E Top up & Credit Card facilities
� Local Products
� Organic & Trade goods available

Come along and see us

My Shop is your shop - Shop local

Opening times
Monday - Friday  7.00am to 6.00pm
Sunday          9.00am to 12.00 noon

27 The Village
Clifton upon Teme
01886 812303
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For further details or to arrange a viewing
Please contact the agents, Messrs. G Herbert Banks

on 01299 896968 or GHB@gherbertbanks.co.uk
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Offering quality childcare
and

pre-school educations
For 0-5 year olds

Open 7.30am - 6.00pm
Experienced qualified staff

Flexible hours
Ofsted Registered

Nursery Education Grants available

Also offering job opportunities for
professional, committed staff

looking for support in their
career development.

For further details, please telephone
Manager

Sandra Sharratt at the Centre
01886 812380

The Village, Clifton-upon-Teme
Worcester WR6 6DH
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SERVICING & REPAIR
TO ALL TYPES OF

GARDEN MACHINERY

BRIAN RICHARDS
Garden & Farm Machinery

Clifton-On-Teme
07831 306 487   DAY TIME
01886 812 628  EVENING

COLLECTION & DELIVERY

Chestnut Construction Ltd

Civil Engineering & Building Work

Site Clearance
Earth Moving
Drainage

Groundworks & Bio Discs
Driveways

House Building
Industrial Building

01886 821453
07817 198303

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JULIET TWINBERROW 

BVM&S, MRCVS 

 

PROVIDING A MOBILE   

VETERINARY SERVICE 

 

PLEASE TELEPHONE 

FOR DETAILS 

 

01886 821408   
or   

07772 799754 



LEE JAMES CARPENTRY & JOINERY

Qualified and experienced in all 
aspects of carpentry

Kitchens supplied and fitted
First and second fix
Doors and windows
Oak timber frames
Loft conversions

Roofing
Renovations - old and new
Plastic facias and guttering

For free quotes, competitive prices 
and a professional service, please phone: 

07779 073870 
or 01886 821151

Quality & satisfaction guaranteed

Researching Bromyard Area, Local Family,House or Local History?
We have Parish Registers, Censuses,

maps, newspapers, photos & much more
At 

THE LOCAL HISTORY CENTRE
5 Sherford St, Bromyard (next to the Post Office)        

Opening Hours   Thurs & Fri. 10-1 & 2-4.30  Sat 10-12.30
Tel   01885 488755 (opening hours only)

e-mail: bromyard.history@virgin.net
Website: www.bromyardhistorysociety.org.uk

of Greater Whitbourne Page 37

STEVE WHEELER



Whitbourne Community Car Scheme
If  you have transport problems getting to medical

appointments etc. we will be happy to help.  
Please start ringing from the top of  the list

- Current charge:  12p per mile from driver's door to driver's door
- The service covers all residents in the Parish of  Greater Whitbourne
- Please give as much notice as possible when you need transport
- Our drivers reserve the right to refuse a request if  they feel it inappropriate
- Volunteers are always welcome; please ring Gillie Stormonth Darling on 821918.

Message to all who display this notice:
PLEASE DISPLAY THE LATEST UPDATED COPY - THANK YOU FOR YOUR CO-OPERATION.  

This page updated December 2009

1. Asimina Smith: 812435
2. Janet Knight: 8216191
3. John Allan: 821450

4. Gillie Stormonth Darling: 821918
5. Susie Tetley: 821432
6. Meg Dawson: 821510
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DANCE CLASSES
Monday

Whitbourne Village Hall
Absolute Beginners Line Dance Course 
Improver & Intermediate Line Dancing

Tuesday
Coppertops, Worcester

Absolute Beginners Line Dance Course 
Improver & Intermediate Line Dancing

Wednesday
Martley Village Hall

Classic & Golden Oldies Line Dancing 
Intermediate Line Dancing

Friday
Whitbourne Village Hall

Absolute Beginners Partner Dance Course 
Improver & Intermediate Partner Dancing

All Classes 7.00pm to 8.00pm & 8.00pm to 10.00pm 

Jeff & Thelma Mills
Tel:01886 821772    Mobile:07733 008664



OOur Parish Cycle of Prayer

6th Dec Edvin Loach
13th Dec Upper Sapey
20th Dec Tedstone Wafre
27th Dec Tedstone Delamere
3rd Jan Whitbourne
10th Jan Wolferlow
17th Jan Edvin Loach
24th Jan Upper Sapey
31st Jan Tedstone Wafre

Useful information

For the theme of the readings, please refer to the
reading sheets available at the back of the Church.
Readers need to check with the celebrant as to which
reading is preferred if an alternative is shown.

Liturgical colours: 

December: 6th-20th; purple. 27th; white
January: White

FFlloowweerrss & Brasses - Whitbourne

6th Dec Mrs Mary Jones
13th Dec Mrs D Haddock & Mr L Haddock
20th Dec Mrs D Haddock & Mr L Haddock
27th Dec Mr and Mrs A Cunningham
3rd Jan Mr and Mrs A cunningham
10th Jan Mrs M Williams
17th Jan Mrs M Williams
24th Jan Mrs G Poultney
31st Jan Mrs G Poultney

All are welcome to help with Christmas flowers.
Any queries regarding the flowers, please con-
tact Yvonne Evans on 01886 821811.

Sidesmen - Whitbourne

6th Dec Mr J Allan
13th Dec Mrs S Jones
20th Dec Mr J Cummins
27th Dec Mrs Y Evans
3rd Jan Mr D Shaw
10th Jan Mrs M Kneen
17th Jan Mr J Allan
24th Jan Mrs S Jones
31st Jan Mr J Cummins

Parish Communion Readers - Whitbourne

6th Dec Sir N Harington
13th Dec Mr J Allan
20th Dec Mr J Bland
27th Dec Mrs M Kneen
3rd Jan Mrs Y Evans
10th Jan Mrs B Allan
17th Jan Mrs S Dodd
24th Jan Sir N Harington
31st Jan Mr J Allan

Church Cleaning - Whitbourne

5th Dec Mr J and Mrs B Allan
12th Dec Mrs E & Miss E Badger
19th Dec Mrs A Evans
26th Dec Mrs C Buxton
2nd Jan Mrs M Kneen
9th Jan Mr J and Mrs B Allan
16th Jan Mrs E & Miss E Badger
23rd Jan Mrs A Evans
30th Jan Mrs C Buxton

Upper Sapey

December Carol Wilde & Carol Evans Fisher
January Carol Wilde

Anyone wishing to be included in the cleaning
rotas can contact Carol Wilde on 853491
(Upper Sapey) or Claudia Buxton on 821583
(Whitbourne). New volunteers for any of the
rotas are always welcome.

Coffee - Whitbourne

6th Dec Mrs E Badger & Mrs P Ransley
13th Dec Mrs W Cummins & Mrs S Dodd
20th Dec Mr J and Mrs S Bland
27th Dec Mrs C Buxton
3rd Jan Mrs A Taylor & Mrs M Williams
10th Jan Mrs A Evans, Mrs M Schoonenberg
17th Jan Mrs E Badger and Mrs P Ransley
24th Jan Mrs W Cummins & Mrs S Dodd
31st Jan Mr J and Mrs S Bland

If the dates shown for the Whitbourne rotas
are inconvenient and you are not able to
change with anyone else on the list, please let
Claudia Buxton know on 01886 821583.
Thank you to all those who put so much effort
into keeping our Churches running smoothly.
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6th December
Advent 2

13th December
Advent 3

20th December
Advent 4

24th December 
Christmas Eve

25th December
CHRISTMAS DAY

27th December
Christmas 1

3rd January
Christmas 2

10th January
Baptism of Christ

17th January
Epiphany 2

24th January
Epiphany 3

31st January
Epiphany 4

Church Services 
8am*

9.30am

9.30am

11am

9.30am

11am

3pm

6pm

6pm 

7.30pm

11.30pm

9.30am

9.30am

11am

9.30am

8am*

9.30am

9.30am

11am

9.30am

11am

3pm

9.30am

9.30am

Whitbourne
Holy Communion
Whitbourne
Holy Communion

Whitbourne
Holy Communion
Upper Sapey
Carol Service

Whitbourne
Holy Communion
Tedstone Delamere
Carol Service
Edvin Loach
Carol Service
Whitbourne
Nine Lessons and Carols

Whitbourne
Crib Service
Edvin Loach
Holy Communion
Whitbourne
Midnight Mass

Whitbourne
Holy Communion
Upper Sapey
Holy Communion
Tedstone Delamere
Holy Communion

Whitbourne
Holy Communion

Whitbourne
Holy Communion
Whitbourne
Holy Communion

Whitbourne
Holy Communion
Upper Sapey
Holy Communion

Whitbourne
Holy Communion
Tedstone Delamere
Holy Communion
Edvin Loach
Holy Communion

Whitbourne
Holy Communion

Whitbourne
Holy Communion

The Holy Eucharist will be offered at Whitbourne every Wednesday at 10.30am
* Denotes Book of Common Prayer

St Andrew, Wolferlow

St Michael
and all Angels, Upper Sapey

St James
Tedstone Delamere

St Mary, Edvin Loach

St John the Baptist, Whitbourne


